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With The Archaeology of the Logging Industry, John G. Franzen has undertaken the first serious
attempt to summarize and synthesize the woefully underreported, geographically widely dispersed,
and often extremely cursory archaeological investigations into what William B. Greeley, former
chief forester of the US Forest Service, once called “the most American of our manufacturing indus-
tries” (Greeley, Some Public and Economic Aspects of the Lumber Industry, 1917:60). Logging, and the
vast supply of lumber and tree products it provided, sat at the very root of industrial and domestic
development in the United States between the eighteenth and twentieth centuries, underpinning the
growth of mining, manufacturing, railroading, and settlement across the continent. The widespread
deforestation and environmental devastation that followed, in turn, laid the foundation for eventual
US governmental forest control and the modern national forest system.

The physical remnants of logging activities are ubiquitous on National Forest lands, and it is within
this setting that most archaeological research has taken place. As Franzen points out, this is because
government agencies are required, under Section 106 of the 1966 National Historic Preservation
Act (NHPA), to inventory and consider their effects on historic properties located on federal lands,
whereas previously logged private lands are rarely subjected to archaeological research. As a result,
very little published material is available in any format, because most information is hidden within
the archaeological gray literature—the “unpublished manuscripts, technical reports, theses, or disser-
tations on file with various federal and state agencies or universities but not readily available to
researchers” (p. 54). This makes Franzen’s efforts all the more valiant since, despite the often-limited
data present (the result of many federal archaeologists concentrating on facilitating “flag-and-avoid”
cultural resource management rather than research), he has managed to cultivate a focused and robust
overview that is of anthropological, social, historical, and environmental interest. Importantly, the
book also places the discipline of historical archaeology in prime position to inform and critique ongo-
ing historical analyses of the logging industry, as well as global efforts to navigate the difficulties of
climate change and the “Anthropocene.”

Franzen’s divides his book into nine chapters, each tackling an important element or theme of the
archaeology of the logging industry. Beginning with Chapter 1, Franzen situates logging within its histor-
ical and modern cultural contexts, including its place as a factor in regional and global environmental
changes. He introduces the concept of the “Anthropocene,” a term borrowed from geological discourse,
as a potentially effective (although admittedly problematic) framework for analyzing the lasting effects of
logging practices. Franzen also leverages historical archaeology as a powerful and incomparable tool for
studying the environmental impacts of the industry, as well as anthropological issues that are frequently
missing or distorted in traditional historical accounts, such as technological adaptation, landscape sys-
tems, social life, and class and ethnicity (each theme forming the basis of Chapters 4–7).

Chapter 2 presents a well-researched and relatively comprehensive history of the logging industry in
the United States, from its origins in the Northeast states to its “full flowering” (Cox, The Lumberman’s
Frontier: Three Centuries of Land Use, Society, and Change in America’s Forests, 2010:149) in the Great
Lakes region and major subsequent migrations to the South and the Pacific Northwest. In Chapter 3,
Franzen goes into depth regarding the methodology of historical archaeology as a tool for studying
logging and also focuses a critique on issues of sampling bias and the depth and accessibility of infor-
mation. Chapters 4–7, as mentioned, address the separate themes of technology, landscape and envi-
ronment, social organization, and class and ethnicity, respectively. With Chapter 8, Franzen explores
historical archaeology in practice with his case study analysis of two rare Camboose Shanty camp sites
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in northern Michigan. Finally, Chapter 9 presents a look toward the future, with a short reflection on
the place of logging archaeology within the larger scope of Anthropocene studies.

The bookend arguments for using the Anthropocene concept as a framework for Franzen’s archae-
ological analysis are well reasoned and passionate; however, throughout the remainder of the book, this
idea is barely referenced, appearing in only one short section at the end of Chapter 5. Franzen’s nor-
mally excellent use of archaeological examples to support his arguments feels underdeveloped at this
point as well, as if the “framework” he is discussing were actually more of an afterthought. Still, the call
for a more meaningful, environmentally engaged and conscious approach is noble and commendable.
Altogether, Franzen’s book is a remarkably well researched and thorough overview of the state of
research, with a compelling argument for the power of historical archaeology for both lay readers
and possible policy makers. For professional archaeologists, the extensive bibliography and well-
referenced text function almost like a first-of-its-kind annotated bibliography, which will be an indis-
pensable tool for guiding future research on the archaeology of forestry and logging.
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A widely published authority on the archaeology of salt, Anthony Harding is author of the comprehen-
sive Salt in Prehistoric Europe, published in 2013 by Sidestone Press. Rather than a simple summary of
that book, the short volume reviewed here reflects Harding’s efforts to include recent literature and to
expand coverage to the early medieval period. He begins by reminding us that salt intake is critical
for humans and other animals to regulate fluid balance. Humans also use salt for food preservation,
as well as for medicinal, spiritual, and other purposes. Harding points out that there is much variation
in production techniques depending on the source of the salt, available resources, demand, and cultural
preference. His explanations of mining, quarrying, and evaporation techniques are informed by the most
recent archaeological evidence and excerpts from historical documents when available.

The next four book sections are a chronological consideration of European salt production. The
earliest evidence may date to the Mesolithic period but becomes more common during the
Neolithic, which is not surprising given the association of grain-producing societies with dietary
needs for salt supplements. Direct evidence for salt production includes abundant ceramics, called
briquetage, and other tools at salt springs or rock salt outcrops. Harding provides examples from
Romania, Bulgaria, and Poland and reviews compelling cases for Neolithic salt making from western
Europe. He points out that multiple methods of production may already have been in use at this time.

Bronze Age salt production is marked by a standardization of techniques. Harding reviews in some
detail the famous Hallstatt mine in Austria, which dates in part to the Middle and Late Bronze Age
(around 1500–500 BC). Readers unfamiliar with this site and its remarkably preserved infrastructure
and artifacts may be inspired to learn more. Hallstatt, however, is an exception to the widespread
Bronze Age techniques of evaporation using either fire or the sun. Harding provides examples of
sites from across Europe that produced briquetage and features indicative of making salt. He also
reviews unusual cases from Romania and Ukraine, where freshwater was put in large wooden troughs
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