
UNLOCKED DOORS. A distinguished Romance scholar, (former memberof the
Executive Council) writes: "In connection with what seems the general lack of
esteem for the humanities,and particularly languagesand literatures, in this coun-
try, I wonder if you see from your office any way graduallyto openmore doors in
the general magazinesfor articles on literary subjects. The Atlantic perhapshas
been publishing rather more lately, though not enough,and Harper's, so far as I
have noticed, practically none. A comparisonwith contemporaryFrench reviews
and, I believe also, with English, on the other hand,is very much to this country's
disadvantage.Yet most peopleseem to think there has been a real advancein gen..
eral readingtaste in this country, as shown by books,duringthe last fifty years••••
It is not necessaryto emphasizeto you the lossto Americanunderstandingof human
nature in its complexities about the world through the lack of more generalinter..
pretive articles dealingwith literature of the past andpresent.•••Is there any way
the foundationscould, or would, help in this problem?Magazines of narrow cir-
culation like the Kenyon Review do not seem to me to offer an answer and they
perhapspresent also too much the point ofviewof a single literary 'school' ....
Perhapssome temporarysubsidy for an existing magazine,on condition it broaden
its scope,might offer a possible approachto the problem," This letter interestedus
greatly, for we have longponderedthe problem.Ourpresentopinionis that request-
ing foundationsubsidy would amount to putting the cart before the horse. Where
are the peoplewillingandable to write these articles? As we have said here to the
extent of becomingtedious, few literary scholars exhibit much sense of audience.
Let one hundred,in one year, aim well, and the doors will open.We needsubsidy
far less than we need a clear senseof what the literate public wants from us-and
a willingness, not yet evident, to write as effectively as we think we lecture.

CHRIST~N GAUSS .~ WARD. The second <P BK annualaward (~I,OOO to the
author) willbe madethis December,honoringthe "best" book of literary scholar-
ship or criticism publishedby an American university press between July 1, 1951,
and June 30; 1952.The first prize-winner was Ruth Wallerstein (Wisconsin)~ The
Committeeof Award: Armour Craig (Amherst, chairman),Carlos Baker, (Prince-
ton), Douglas Bush (Harvard), Justin O'Brien (Columbia), and Franklyn B.
Snyder (presidentemeritusof Northwestern).

MINORITIES. The Textbooks Committee of the College Language Association
has been instructed to remain alert for textbooks in modernlanguageswhich con..
tain material harmful to membersof minority groups. Suggestionsmay he sent to
the Committee'schairman,Ie Randolph Fisher, SavannahState College,Savannah,
Georgia.

FAULKNER SOCIETY. "To foster and increase the readingand understanding
of the published works of William Faulkner," this society was recently organized
with James R. Baker as president; John R. Marvin, vice-president; and Tom E.
Francis, secretary-treasurer(1611 Adams St., Denver 6, Colo.), Membership, in..
eludingsubscriptionto the quarterlyFaulkner Newsletter:$2.
FREEDOM AND PRESTIGE. " .••American citizens whoare travelling abroad
andwho belongto American learnedsocieties should secure letters of accreditation
from the societies and inform the societies of their itineraries. It is reported that
this procedurewill give personswho happento attendmeetingsof foreign learned
societies more prestige and freedomto expresstheir views." This from the Program
Officer, Leaders and Specialists Branch, Educational Exchange Service, U. S. In.
temational Information Administration, DepartmentoE State.'It's anew angle.on
a matter to which we have more than once (and more briefly) addressedourselves
in this section..To repeat:the MLA is glad to offer this service to members.

ACLS ADVANCED GRADUATE FELLOWS. Sixteen awards were made for
1952-53.Among them: Dorothy J. Burton (U. S. and ScandinavianIit.), Melvin
J. Friedman (comp, Iit., Yale), Carol E. Hopkins (comp, Iit.) , Jerome Taylor
(med, lit., Toronto), Laurence C. Thompson (Vietnamese), and Frank ]. Warnke
(camp. lit.).
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COLLEGE LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION. Formerly (since the 1930's) the As-
sociation of Teachers of English in Negro CoIJeges,it has had its present name
since 1942Founded to promotescholarshipand.good fellowship amongteachers
of languages,ithas membersin almost every leadingNegrocollege anduniversity
in the U.S. President,John Parker (Fayetteville State TeachersCollege); vice presi..
dent, C.B. Lindsay (Tennessee A. & I. State University). MLA records do not
show such information,but a leadingCLA memberassuresus that "at least 95%"
ofhis colleaguesalso belongto the MLA.

GRIM MARCHEN. Onceupon a time there wasa Scholar. He wasan unhappy
Scholar because people kept putting him on committees and even the national
society to which he belongedkept suggestingthat he care aboutsomethingoutside
hisfield. Walking to and fro in his field one day (two steps to,two steps fro), and
decidingnever, never againto reada frivolous news section inhis society's journal,
he suddenly encountereda Fairy, who announcedthat she had come to grant a
single wish. "I wish,"he said fervently, "to be left alonewith my research,"1.,0 and
behold, immediately hiswish seemedtocome true. Fellowships and grants-in-aid
ceased tobe.So did all the books in hisfield given to libraries by non..scholarly
personswho hadbelievedin the value of the humanities.University pressesvanished
-just afew secondsafter the disappearanceofall journalssupportedby subsidies.
A momentlater there wereno morestudents.The Scholarwas mildly surrrisedbut,
rememberingsome advice he had once found distasteful, he thought 0 a way· to
call the Fairy back. He broadenedhis field-three steps to, three steps fro. At this
the Fairy returned and said: "Don't bother; I didn't really grant your wish. You
can'tbe left alone,for thereare too manyexactly like you."

MANKIND. Elaborate proceduresand safeguardsto assure accuracy and objec-
tivity have beenestablishedby UNESCO for its projected,6-volume"Scientific and
Cultural History of Mankind," designed to "draw into a coherent statement the
pertinent knowledge of the developmentof peoples,of their ways of life, of their
ideasandof their relations in orderthat the commonfactors affecting this develop-
ment may be understood" by historians and by the educatedpublic. The present
Editorial Committee:Ralph E. Turner (Yale, chairman),CharlesMoraze (France),
Constantine K, Zurayk (Syria), R.C. Majumdar (India), and Silvie Zavala
(Mexico). No viewwillbe publishedin the "History" itself until it has first been
published in the quarterly Tournai of World History (Lucien Febvre, editor) and
thus subjectedto the free criticism of competentminds in the light of all philosophi-
cal andreligious trends of thought.There is no questionof presentinga particular
philosophyof history or of producinganew encyclopediaof universal history. This
willbe history "from a world standpoint," including all men inall times and in
all places, and resulting from "the free exchangeof ideas and knowledge" which
isan objectiveof UNESCO.

UTERATURE ONDISCS. CaedmonPublishers (460Fourth Ave., New York 16)
offers at _4.95 each 12..inch, unbreakable,long-playingrecords of Thomas Mann
(in German)andDylan Thomasreadingtheir own works, andwillissuein Septem-
ber a record with Robert Ross readingthe Nun's Priest's and Pardoner'sTales in
Middle English. These discs may alsobe purchasedthroughor at your local book
or recordstores. In prospect:moreliving authors(includingGermanandRomance),
some MHG and OF works,two Greek tragedies, some Shakespeare,the French
Classicists, Lessing, Faust, Schiller, Marlowe, et at.
VIGNETTE X. Henry W. Nordmeyerof Michigan, Second Vice President "and
memberof the Executive Council (1947..50, 1952),joined the MLA in 1915,two
years after he came to America asa young man of22to study for the PhD. at
Wiscons.in. The degree quickly acquired (he had studied before at Leipzig), he
taught successively at Wisconsin, OhioState, Illinois, GrandRapids Junior College,
Swarthmore, and WashingtonUniversity. When he cameto NYU as chairmanof
the Germandepartmentin 1929, Carleton Brown persuadedhim to become the
compiler of the annualGermanicbibliographyin PMLA, a job he has done ever
since with the thoroughnessand deep sense of responsibility that characterizeall
his activities. From 1930to 1940he served on the Editorial Committeefor PMLA,
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where his earlier work with the OpenCourt Publishing Company (1918-20)and
ChicagoUniversity Press (1920-21)may have contributedtohis effectiveness. He
has been at Michigan since 1935.Administrator by day, scholarby night, he isat
heart a poet. His renderingof Fitzgerald's Rubaiyat isan artistic re-creation,but so
ishis imaginativeresearchin the MHG lyric andthe dramaof Kleist. His habitually
serious, stolid expression and deliberatemovementsare deceptive: heis usually a
few minutes late to appointments,often feels rushed, likesto entertain,andis such
a connoisseurof good food and vintage wine that Ludwig Lewisohn once dubbed
him a "Sybarite." Many have enjoyed his Bowie (a mixture, inter alia, of white
wine and fresh Eruit). Among his hobbiesare listening to music (particularly the
three B's) and building stone walls in his terracedgarden.Unthinkablewithout a
cigar, heblows smoke rings as naturally ashe breathes.Although his colleagues
consider his memory of titles, dates, and even fragments of conversation phe..
nomenally accurate,he supplements it with frequent notes, English and German,
taken in a Germanshorthand.His fun-loving, vivacious wife Friedel relieves him
of most domestic chores and worries, even chauffeuringhim to and from the cam-
pus. [This is the tenth in a series of word-portraitsof membersof-the Council. For
muchof the aboveour thanksgoto W. A.,R. -ED.]

1952 FULBRIGHT· AW AROS. Among successful candidatesintheMLA field
(the listis still incomplete) are the following whowill study abroadduring 1951-
52: Meyer H. Abrams (Cornell, at Malta), Alfred O. Aldridge (Maryland, in
France), Charles Anderson (Hopkins, in Italy), Harold W. Blodgett (Union, in
the Netherlands),John T. Flanagan(Illinois, in France), Louis A. Landa (Prince-
ton, in England), John F. Nims (Notre Dame,in Italy), Mark Schorer (California,
in Italy), ~arles E. Shain (Carleton, in England), William B. Todd (Salem, in
England), Arlin Turner (Louisiana State, in Australia), Mentor L. Williams
(Illinois Tech, in Australia), Henry Hatfield (Columbia, in Austria), Wilfred S.
Dowden(Rice, in Austria), Adolf D. Klarmann(Pennsylvania,in Austria), Roger C.
Norton (Clark, in Austria), GeorgeC. Schoolfield (Harvard, in Austria), Anita
Whistler (California, in Burma), Kenneth B. Murdock (Harvard, in Denmark),
William R. Slager (Utah, in Egypt), Imbrie Buffum (Yale, in France), DonaldM.
Frame (Columbia,in France), DuncanEmrich (L. C., in Italy), Joseph G. Fucilla
(Northwestern, in Italy), Harry V. Velten (Indiana, in Norway), Stephen E.
Whicher (Swarthmore, in Norway), Mildred E. Jones (Yuba, in Thailand), Jane
KIuckhom (N. M.,in Thailand),HaroldWeiss (Southern Methodist, in Thailand),
GeorgeF. Whicher (Amherst, in Turkey), GeraldE. Bentley (Princeton, in Eng..
land),FredsonBowers (Virginia, in England).

FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS. We should liketobe proved wrong but, so far
asweknow, the onl" nationalgrant-in-aidprogramto which a humanistin anyfield
can tum in hope of assistance is that maintainedby the American Philosophical
Society. MLA membersin need of small grants may also turn to the MLA Com-
mittee on Research Activities (addressingthe Secretary of the Association). Even
the numberof [ellowships availableto humanistswho want todo researchin their
usual field is now diminishing.The ACLS First-Year GraduateFellowship program
coniesto an end this year. The future of the ACLS Faculty Study Fellowship pro-
gram is ~avely uncertain.When their programof study bears directly upon the
effort to improve teachinggenerally,humanisticscholarscan still apply for Faculty
Fellowships provided by the (Ford) Fund for the Advancement of Education,
limited to personsbetween30 and45. GuggenheimFellowships emphasizeresearch
without restriction as to subject matter, bUt (it would seem) favor the established
scholar between2S and40. Apart from the Fulbright pro~am, where the competi-
tion in the field of languageand literature grows increasingly keen, and the total
numberof possible awards is small, the humanisticscholarabovethe age of 45 (as
we are) is the ForgottenMan in 1952-53.

ACLS FACULTY STUDY FELLOWSHIPS. The following personsin the MLA
fieldwill enjoy them in 1952..53: Erich A. Albrecht (Tulane), Louis Filler (An-
tioch), JamesC. Hunt (Williams), HaroldD. Kelling (California),GerhardLoose
(Colorado),Donald MacRae (Reed), William. W. Pusey (Washingtonand Lee),
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THE AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION was founded and
incorporatedin 1902with the statedpurposeof promotingthe science
of anthropology,coordinatinganthropologywith othersciences,fostering
local andothersocieties devotedto anthropology,and publishingmatter
pertainingto the field.

The chief activities have been the holding of an annualmeeting in
widely scatteredparts of the country, and the publicationof the Ameri-
can Anthropologist, a quarterly now inits fifty-fourth volume, the
Memoirs, an occasional publication which has reached seventy-four
numbers, and the News Bulletin, established in 1947 and published
quarterly.However, in 1946theAssociationinitiatedmajorchanges,with
increasedattentionto the professionalinterests of the membership.The
constitution was amendedsoastogive greatly increasedauthority'and
discretionconcerningprofessionalmattersto the Executive Boardof the
Association,which in 1947createdan Executive Secretariatchargedwith
generalresponsibilities concerningprofessionalinformationand public
relations. New types of membershipwere created soasto distinguish
between Fellows and Members, and soasto provide for foreign and
liaison membership.Further reorganizationisin the offing.

Membershipis opento anyone.At the end.of 1951it totalled 2,900,
of which 603 were fellows of various categoriesand 691 were institu-
tional subscribers.

Affiliation is maintainedwith the A'CLS, the NRC, the SSRC,and the
AAAS. The Association in turn hasaffiliatedor associatedwith it numer-
ous regionalsocieties extendingfrom New York to Hawaii. At timesit
meets jointly with theseorganizations.

Eachyear the Association awards three Viking Fund Medals and
Prizesto anthropologistsin culturalanthropology,physical anthropology,
and archaeology.In addition, every three years it confers the Kidder
Award in the field of Americanarchaeology.

Oneof the chief recentactivities of the Associationhas beentheprepa-
rationof a manualfor Point Four officers,undera contractwith the U. S.
Departmentof State.

For information aboutmembershipor subscription to the American
Anthropologist write to FREDERICI<. JOHNSON, Executive Secretary,
R.S. Peabody Foundation, Andover, Mass. Inquiries of other kinds
should be addressedto WILLIAM A. LESSA, Secretary, University of
California,Los Angeles 24, Calif.

lV
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Herbert M. Schueller (Wayne), John C. Sherwood (Oregon),CraigR. Thompson
(Lawrence), Bruce Dearing(Swarthmore).

EMERITUS REDIVIVUS. The John Hay Whitney Foundation (30 Rockefeller
Plaza, New Yark 20) is establishing a Registry of professors in the humanities
who, although retired, still wish to teach. It will be made available to presi...
dents ofcolTeges considering the appointmentof a professor retired by another
institution. The Foundationhas its own programof Whitney Visiting Professors in
the Humanities-retired professors who receive one..year teaching posts (and
housing provided by the host institution) at selected small liberal arts colleges,
their salaries paid by the Foundation.Among winners of the awards for 1952..
53: Erwin K. Mapes (Spanish, from Iowa to Kenyon), Hilbert T. Ficken (German,
from Baldwin..Wallace to Furman), Miss Cornelia C. Coulter (Classics, from Mt.
Holyoke to Hiram), and Louis E. Wolferz (foreign languages,from Yenching,
China, to Earlham). Suggestions for 1953..54 awards are accepted from presi..
dents, deans,or faculty colleaguesrather than from a retiring professor on his OWl"
behalf.. Members of the committee on awards: Harry J. Carman,William C. De
Vane, Frederic Ernst, Charles S. Johnson, Millicent C. Mdntosh, Charles E.
Odegaard,andCyril Woolcock. -

MATCHETTE FOUNDATION PRIZE. If you arewriting an article in .aesthetics
or the philosophy of art, send it before May 1 (with a self..addressed,stamped
envelope for return) to Dr. Thomas Munro, Editor of the Journal of Aesthetics
and Art Criticism (OevelandMuseum of Art, Cleveland 6, Ohio); you may win
publication in /AAC and the prize of $500 being offered by the Franklin J.
Matchette Foundation.Conditions:you must be an American citizen (or have your
first papers); the article (3,000.20,000words) must be unpublished;and it must
"preferably, but not necessarily," be basedon or manifest an understandingof the
Absolute-Relative Theory as set forth in Franklin J. Matchette's Outline of a
Metaphysics (108 pp., Philosophical Library, New York, 1949). There is no
su~gestion that the prize winner must agreewith this theory or discuss itin detail.
HIStorical and critical studies are eligible if they involve questions of general
theory. MSS willbe judgedby the editorial staff of JAAC. The /AAC follows the
commonstyle of the MLA Style Sheet.

ESTHONIAN. Your studies take you into this unusual field; your library is re.-
markably unhelpful; you need to visit afew libraries in this country which will
probablyhave the booksyou need.Where to go? You realize, of course, that more
than 60,000volumes have been published ill the Esthonian languagesince 1535.
Butyou can't wait to write to Herbert Haljaspbldof Sydney, Australia, who is
compiling an "Estica Inventory of Estonian Books Available in the Western
World," and you have probablynot noticed his long article in the February 7..14-
issues of Meie Kodu; You know enough, however, to start with the New York
Public Library, which has the largest collection of Esthonian books in America;
then togo to the Library of Congress;andfinally togoto the Newberry Library in
Oticago, which has a smaller collection but a very unusual one (part, as every..
one knows, of the 13,699items in the Bonaparte languagecollection, which the
Newberry acquiredin 1901).

LANGUAGES AND LIBRARIES. No, wewere not trying to sound flattering in
the paragraphabove. We simply hoped to call attention to what we believe isa
fact: apartfrom their own specialties, scholars in the modern languagefields, have
little notion where the strongcollections are, and there are no publishedsurveys to
tell them. Although scientifically trained, in this we depend upon rumor, casual
impressions,or the complacentinertia that sends us happily back to Cambridgeor
Washingtonor 42nd Street, while the Newberry continues to build its Celtic col-
lection, while the University of Chicagogrows stronger in Germanic,while Yale and~
Johns Hopkins add to their great holdings in oriental languages,and while the
ClevelandPublic Library quietly acquiresmore andmore modernbooks in various
languages.Do not weall need to know more aboutthis?
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:JkeAATSP
THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS OF SPANISH AND PO,RTU-

GUESE was founded in 1917 to advancethe study of the Hispanic
languagesandliteraturesthroughthe promotionof friendly relations
amongits members,throughthe publicationofarticles andthe results
of investigationsby membersor others, throughthe presentationand
discussionof papersat annualmeetings,andthroughsuchothermeans
asmight tendto promoteasympatheticknowledgeandunderstanding
of Hispanic languagesarid civilizations.

Membershipis opento teachersinschools andcolleges,to libraries,
and toall others interested in the Hispanic languagesand litera-
tures. There arefiveclasses of membership:annual,sustaining,life,
emeritus,andhonorary.Annual duesare $3.00;sustainingmember-
shipis $10.00ayear.

There are forty-four active Chaptersof the Association through-
out the United States andin Canada.Each Chapterhasoneor more
meetingsayear, and the Association hasan annualmeeting in De-
cember,usually in thesame city as and immediatelybeforeor after
the annualmeetingof the MLA.

MembersreceiveHispani«, thequarterlyjournalof theAssociation,
which publishesarticles of literary, linguistic, andpedagogicalinter-
est,aswellasavariety- of departmentalmaterial: Shop-Talk, The
Hispanic World, Notes on Usage, Chapter News, Questions and
Answers, Spanishin the Elementary Schools, Notes andNews, Tips
to Teachers, and Reviews. The Editor of Hispania is DONALD D.
WALSH, The ChoateSchool, Wallingford,Connecticut.

Membersseekingteachingpositions may register with theAssoci-
ation's PlacementBureau by paying a $5.00registrationfee. There
isno further chargefor the Bureau's services.

For information about the Association or for a samplecopyof
Hispania, write to' ProfessorLAUREL H. TURK, Secretary-Treasurer,
DePauw University, Greencastle,Indiana,

vi
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VIGNETTE B. "Has the world everseena morecompletelyself-satisfied beingthan
an empty-headedAmerican high school pupil?" The questionwas askedby a short,
trim man, an intellectual aristocrat, who, armedwith sparkling wit and erudition,
early set aboutdemonstratinghis belief that "the chief benefit of educationliesin the
effort it demands."Not incidentally, he also demonstratedthat active interests in
both pedagogyandresearcharethoroughlycompatible.Graduatingfrom Harvardat
the headofhis class, he publishedhis first textbook, an Italian grammar,at the age
of 24. Duringseven years as Director of ModernLanguageInstruction in the Boston
Public Schools, he publishedsix other textbooks in the foreign languagefield and
showeda lively interest in teachingmethods.At the ageof39,six years after leaving
the public schools, he was elected Secretary of the MLA. Meanwhile he had been
appointedProfessor of Romance Languagesat Harvard, where he promptly pub-
lished his secondFrench grammar.While MLA Secretaryhealso servedas chairman
of his Departmentandpublishedthree books that won him an internationalreputa-
tion asa scholar-AnOutline 01the Phonology and Morphologyof Old Provencal,
An Introduction to VulgaT Latin, andaneditionof the Divine Comedy.Successor to
Nortonas teacherof DanteatHarvard,he eventuallywrote five learnedbookson his
literary idol. A poet himself, and a person of fine literary taste, he impressedhis
students as much with his humanequalities as with his vast learning.He deplored
the "downward revision" of Americaneducationandused to say that the only way
to stop it, andto satisfy populardemand,was "to confer the A.B. on every child at
its birth." "A manwho doesnot possess knowledge,"he onceremarkedwryly, "can-
not use it under any circumstances." His own scholarly curiosity was great: at 72
he still readPMLA from cover to cover. (His portraitappearstwice in this journal,
in 1932and 1939.)His boyhoodtraining in the Roxbury Latin School, the three
years he spent abroadin his impressionabletwenties, his naturalhumorandbalance
and knowledgeof men and affairs, all preparedhim to say in his Address as MLA
President, one year after his retirementas Secretary: "From the standpointof the
state,the best gift anyonecanbestowis thatof a judicious,well ..roundedcitizen, fully
informed in the soundestlearninghis agecan give." CharlesHall Grandgent,who
died after a long illness in 1939,was such a citizen. [This is the secondinaseries
of word-portraitsof MLA "worthies." -ED.}

SCHOLARLY PUBLISHING (OUTDOOR DIVISION). H. L. Jordan,Professor
of Germanat Rutgers, asksus: "Is itnews when a memberof the MLA who hascon-
siderable difficulty finding publishers for his professional output, discovers easy
sailing in his hobby?" We think so. His Nature A tlas of A merlca was acceptedwhen
stillin outline form by the first publisherwhosaw it andwas taken up by the first
bookclub thatwas approached(in Septemberitwasa Book-of-the-Monthdividend).
The first club and trade editions combined amountedto approximately 300,000
copies (20 railroadcarloadsof paper).Impossiblefor a scholarly work on a literary
subject?Not at all.

COUP D~ETAT. Since the centennialof thatof 1852comesonly afewweeks before
this year's MLA meeting, the programof French VI willbe devoted to "L'etat
present des etudes surla litterature du Second Empire," with Henri Peyre, Jean-
Albert Booe, and A. J. Georgereadingappropriatepapersand a generousperiod
setaside for Groupdiscussion. Interestedpersonsare invited to write in advanceof
the meetingto the Groupchairman,LaurenceWylie (Haverford).

AS EUROPE SEES Us. American studies programsabroad,recent experiencesof
Americanscholarsin Europe,andexperiencesof Europeanscholarsherewillbe dis-
cussedata conferenceon November28-29in the Whittall Pavilion of the Library
of Congress.Opento all interestedpersons,the conferenceis beingsponsoredby the
newly formed American Studies Association. Chairmanwill be DeanCharlesMan-
ning, University of Maryland (College Park, Md.); write him for informationand
the detailedprogram.

ACLS ASIAN LANGUAGE PROGRAM. Culminating20 years of ACLS pioneer-
ing in Orientalstudies (e.g., duringWorld War II the ACLS preparedthe Army
Intensive LanguageProgram),anew, three-yearprogramto advanceAmericanunder-
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THE MLA.MACMILLAN AND

MLA.OXFORD AWARDS

Rules for the Competitions

1. MANUSCRIPTS submittedby membersin competition forthetwo 1952 •
.tJ3 awards.must be mailed or expressed to reach the MLA Secretary (at6
WashingtonSquareNorth,NewYork 3,N.Y.) beforeJune1, 1953.Manuscripts
must not be sent tothe OxfordUniversity Press or tothe MacmillanCompany.

2. THE TWO winningmanuscriptswillbe publishedby theOxfordUniversity
Press andthe MacmillanCompany,eachauthorreceivingaonethousanddollar
cashprize in addition to all royalties payableundera usual contract. Manu-
scripts which failtowin the awardmay neverthelessbe recommendedby the
MLA Committeetothe Macmillan Companyor the Oxford University Press,
andauthorsof manuscriptsthus acceptedfor publicationwill also receive all
royalties under a usual contract. Still other manuscripts may eventually be
recommendedby the MLA Committee to other presses.

s. IN PREPARING manuscripts,contestantsshould bearlin mind that Mac-
millan, Oxford, and the MLA wishto make available the results of sound
scholarshipto thewidest possibleaudience.This does not meanvulgarization.
Preference willbe given to manuscriptswhich set forth research in a style
worth" ofits literary subject. Authors should therefore write, not for their
fellow specialists or for graduatestudents in their field, but forthe literate
publicwhich does not needtobe persuadedto the valuesof literature.

4. MANUSCRIPTS must beof single book length. Le., between 60,000and
120,000words approximately.They must be typewritten, with doublespacing
throughout.Documentation,includingfootnotes,shouldbe typed with double
spacingseparatelyfrom the text. (If twocopiescanbe submitted, the work of
the Committeeof Award willbe considerablyfacilitated; but only one copy is
required.) The question of illustrations istobe left to -the discretion ofthe
publisher,

5. TO BE ELIGIBLE, manuscriptsmust be the originalwork of membersof
the MLA ingood standing,must be written in English, and must represent
first-hand study in the fieldofsome modem literature or literatures. In-
eligible are translations,bibliographies,concordances,anthologies,collections
ofessays without a unifying theme,and monographsof mere "appreciation."

viii
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WHO HAVE BOOKS IN PROGRESS

Eligible are editions, biographiesof literary figures,fresh critical appraisals
resulting from independentinvestigation,comparativestudies, andstudies of
trends or topics or periods orforms. Manuscripts eligible for the MLA-Mac-
millan Award must beinthefieldof English or American literature; those
eligible for the MLA-Oxford Award must be in thefieldofsome literature
other than English or American or must be comparativestudies involving a
foreign literature" Questionsabouteligibility shouldbe addressedto the MLA
Secretary. Dissertations are ineligible if addressedtofellow specialists,eligible
if addressedto the literate generalpublic.

o. BEFORE SUBMI"'r~"ING manuscripts,contestantsmust send for, fill out,
sign, andreturn a form relieving the MLA of any responsibility for the safety
of manuscripts(carboncopies should be retainedby the authors), andgiving
either the Macmillan Companyor the Oxford University Pressfirst refusal
of manuscripts.These forms should, if possible,be returnedto the MLA Secre-
tary before April 1, so that appropriatereadersmaybe selected and their
consent to readobtained.

7. FORMAL ANNOUNCEMENT of the fourth annualawardswillbe made
atthe1953 Annual Meeting. It is expected,however, that all contestantscan
be notified duringthe summeror early autumnof the decision reachedby the
MLA Committee.In the event the Committeeof Award shall deemno manu-
script submittedworthy of the Award, no awardwillbe made.

MLA-MACMILLAN
Committee 01 A.ward

SAMUEL C. CHE'V
Bryn- Mawr College

CLARENCE GOHDES
Duke University

HOWARD MUMFORD JQNES
H droard University

GORDON N.RAY
University of Illinois

ix

MLA-OXFORD
Committee of Award

THOMAS G. BERGIN
Yale University

HAYWARD KENISTON
I;Juke University

VICTOR LANGE
Cornell University

IRA O. WADE
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standing of Asia has just been made possible bya Ford Foundation gram of
$250,000.The Council will preparethe way for study in American colleges of20
Oriental languagesand cultures (amongthem Korean, Mongol, Turkish, Siamese,
Persian, Vietnamese, Indonesian,Burmese, Indian) by training linguists and other
specialists, and by producingdictionaries, textbooks, gradedreadingmaterials,and
other tools essential for educationaland researchactivities. (Only 3 of upwardof
30 significantAsian languagesarenow coveredby dictionariesandtextbookssuitable
for American students,andthere is almostno gradedreadingmaterial.)Among the
universities whose facilities wilt probablybe used and extended in connectionwith
this project: Yale, Cornell, Chicago, Pennsylvania, Indiana, California, Michigan,
JohnS Hopkins. An importantpart of the project willbe the completion of such
civilian study materials left unfinished when the war endedand financial support
from the Armed Forces ceased--andalmost everyoneexcept the AClS relaxed into
anotherperiodof terrible unpreparedness.

PARIS NEXT AUGUST. The second triennial' international conference ofthe
newly formed InternationalAssociation of University Professorsof English is sched..
uIed to be held in the Cite Universitaire on August 24-29,1953.It is hoped to
include a Section on American literature. English Studies Today, a collection of
papersreadat the August 1950conference,was publishedin October1951(Oxford
Univ. Press, 21 s.), A newsletter is in prospect.Membershipin the Association is
opento all full professors of English in collegesor universities anywhere;subscrip-
tions (21 s.) may be sent to (and checks made payableto) the Chairman,C.L.
Wrenn, PembrokeCollege,Oxford.Americanmembersduring 1951:H. Alexander
(Queen's), Don Allen (Hopkins), Dorothy Bethurum (Conn. Coli.), Carl Bode
(Maryland), Hardin Craig (Missouri), W. G. Crane (City), K. W. Dykema
(Youngstown}, J. Fisher (Toronto), Mary Giffin (Vassar), Max Goldberg(Mass.),
W.Cabell Greet (Columbia),G.C. Haddow(McMaster), Merritt Y. Hughes (WiSe>
consin), Francis R. JohnsonandR. F. Jones (Stanford), Roger S. Loomis (Colum-
bia), Baldwin Maxwell (Iowa), Anna J. Mill (Mt. Holyoke), A. D. McKillop
(Rice), G.N.G. Orsini (Wisconsin), W. D. Paden (Kansas), F.E.L Priestley
(Toronto), F.M. Salter (Alberta), C. R. Tracy (Saskatchewan),Ruth Wallerstein
(Wisconsin), R.M. Wiles (McMaster), Kemp Malone (Hopkins), GeorgeSherburn
(Harvard), A. S. P. Woodhouse(Toronto), and Louis B. Wright (Folger)-the
last four being membersof the internationalConsultative Committee, which also
includesC. A. Bodelsen (Uppsala),GeoffreyBullough (London), WolfgangClemen
(Munich), A. H. Zoszul (Strasbourg),Mario Praz (Rome), F. Mosse (College de
France), and R. W. Zandvoort (Groningen), Secretary. The Association is an
affiliate of the FederationInternationaledes Langueset Litteratures Modernes,as is
the MLA.

FORD FACULTY FELLOWS. Among those in our field for the academicyear
1952-53:Meyer H. Abrams (Cornell), William P. Albrecht (New Mexico), Walter
W. Arndt (Guilford), Israel Baroway (Queens), Benjamin F.-Baet (Michigan),
WarrenBeck (Lawrence), Alice R. Bensen (Mich. State Normal),Walter E.Bezan-
son (Rutgers), Cart J. Bode (Maryland), Francis W. Bonner (Furman),Wayne C.
Booth (Haverford), NormanA. Brittin (AlabamaPoly.), James ,R. Browne (Ken-
yon), Joseph A. Bryant (Vanderbilt), Harry M. Campbell (Mississippi), John A.
Ciardi (Harvard), CharlesM. Coffin (Kenyon), Virginia F. Curry (Florida A. &
M.), Evan B. Davis (Pennsylvania), MargaretDoucoumes (St. Lawrence), Elaine
E. Douglas (Fort Valley State), Thomas F. Dunn (Drake), Robert Henry Elias
(Cornell), Robert C. Elliott (Ohio State), Paul Engle (Iowa), Clark M. Emery
(Univ, of Miami), Eugene H. Falk (Bridgeport), Rue! E. Foster (West Virginia),
Horst Frenz (Indiana), Brewster Ghiselin (Utah), Stanley S. Gordon (Chicago),
Morris Greenhut (Michigan), Edward F. Grier (Kansas), John E. Hardy (Okla-
homa),ThomasG. Henney (Wesleyan),Henry W. Hoge (Indiana),Jeremy Ingalls
(Rocklord), Leon Katz (Vassar), Paul M. Kendall (Ohio), Robert S. Kinsman
(UCLA), MargaretF. LeClair (CarnegieTech.), Robert M. Lumianskv (Tulane),
MaynardMack (Yale), Ernst M. Manasse (North CarolinaCoIl.), William G.Mc..
Collom (Western Reserve), DonaldA. McKenzie (New Mexico), Ralph N. Miller
(W,est. Mich. Coil. of Ed.), Francis E. Mineka (Cornell), Robert E. Mitchell
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(Southern), John EugeneMoore (MontanaState), William R. Moses (KansasState
Coll.), Howard McCoy Munford (Middlebury), David S. Nivison (Stanford),
William G. O'Donnell (Massachusetts), Charles I. Patterson (Alabama Poly.},
Laurence Perrine (Southern Methodist), Giovanni Previtali (Virginia), Theodore

. Roethke (Univ. of Washington), Ruth Ormsby Rose (MacMurray), Donald H.
Scott (Long Beach City Coll.), Walter B. Scott (Northwestern),Richard B. Sewall
(Yale), Paul N. Siegel (Ripon), Mrs. JaneW. Smyser (Conn. ColI.), Frank Henry
Sommer (Delaware),JosephH. Summers (Connectirot),JohnE. Tilford (Emory),
Buckner B. Trawick (Alabama),Arthur W. Vose (Lake Forest), FrancisW. Warlow
(Dickinson), John A. Weigel (Miami Univ.), StephenE. Whicher (Swarthmore),
JamesL Woodress (Butler), SamuelK. Workman (Illinois Tech.).

LOSS. Donald A. Stauffer of Princeton, member of the Executive Council since
1950,died at the age of50 in OxfordonAugust 8.A word-portraitof him appeared
in this .sectionlast February (p. v). His successoron the Council is J.Milton French
of Rutgers, runner-upin last fall's election.

STATISTICS. During the first half of this year (182 days), 247paperswere sub..
mitted to PMLA, their distribution: English 147, American 35, French 21, com-
parativeliterature 17, Germanic8, Spanish 7, linguistics 4, Italian 1, miscellaneous
7.

GRANTS IN AID. Since we last reported(Feb., p, 96), the Committeeon Research
Activities has madesmall grantsto membersasfollows: $100to William E. Buckler
(Illinois) Eor- study of publishingrecordsin England;$100 to OscarA. Haac(Penn.
State) for work on the 1839lectures of Michelet; $16to G. Burke Johnston (Va,
Poly.) for work on Jonson;$100to John C. Lapp (Oberlin) for study of Zola; $400
to Clair C. Olson (ColI. of the Paci6c) for work on the ChaucerLife Records; $50
to Robert W. Stallman (Connecticut) for work on Stephen Crane; and $75 to
Richard R. Strawn (Wabash) for researchon Montaigne'sEssals,

CORRIGENDA ET ADDENDA. In S.F. Johnson'sreport, "Honors andPrizes in
the MLA Field" (PMLA, Feb. 1952,pp. 37-58),the only major sinof commission
so far aswe know was the confusion of S(ylvanus) Griswold Morley, the eminent
hispanistand1950presidentof the MLA, with his recently deceasedcousin,Sylvanus
Griswold Morley, the expert on Mayan archeology.As a result, we must take from
our former president two honorsfalsely attributedto him: the delivery of the 1942
GeneralMeeting lecture of the APS (p. 48, n, 24) and the award of the Loubat
Prize for1943to the authorof The Inscriptions of Peten (p. 55).No other sins of
commission have been reported,but numeroussinsof omission have been pointed
out. Most of these were occasionedby inadequateresearchfacilities (the 1952-53
Who's Who appearedonly after the reportwasin press), tar~y responseto queries
sent out last fall,or no responseatall despiteprodding.The ChicagoFolklore Prize
should have been treated on the middle of page 55; instead itwas discussed in
PMLA·FMO for April 1952 (p, xv). AAUP Presidents in the MLA field should
have been included in note 13, page44; they are A. O. Lovejoy (1919), J. V.
Denney (1922-23),and F.B. Millet (1952,;,53).The listof American scholars in
the MLA fieldwho have received more than one honorarydegree (p. 38, n, 2)
should have included, doubtless amongothers, R. D. Havens, H. G. Leach, Kemp
Malone, and C. G. Osgood.The most frequendynotedsins of omission concerned
note , (pp. 39-41),despite the fact that the paragraphon page39 disclaimedany
intention of complete coverage.Under British awards, it should be notedthat at
leasttwo other American scholars, besidesthe three named,have beenawardedthe
CrawshayPrize; they are Katharine C. Balderston (1944,for her edition of Thrali-
ana) andRae Blanchard (1945,for the Correspondenceof Richard Steele). Under
French awards,the following, doubtlessamongmany others, shouldbe added:Com..
mandeurde Ia Legion d'Honneur,Andre Morize; Officier de fa Legion, Helene
Harvitt andF.G. Hoffherr; Chevalierde la Legion, W. M. Dey, Frederic Ernst, V.
Guilloton, Rene Hardre,Julian Harris, C. A. Knudson, E.A. Meras, Henri Peyre,
F. M. Rogers, andGeor~ B. Watts; Ofticier de l'Instruetion Publique,Robert With-
ington; Officier d'Academie, J. M. Carriere,A. J. Dickman, and James B. Tharp.
The past paragraphof note , should have included mention of H. G. Leach, a
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dike J{merican [}Jhiioiogicai
J{ssoctOation

The Al\iERICAN PHILOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION was founded in 1.869 to promote
the study of languageand literature. Early volumes of its Transactions and
Proceedings wereless exclusively devoted tothe literatures ofclassicalan ..
tiquity than are the more recent volumes. The departmentalizationand
specializationwhich led to the establishmentof the MLA (1883), the Archaeo-
logical Institute of America (1879),the Linguistic Society of America (1924),
and the Medieval Academy (1925)have,infact, progressively narrowedthe
interests of the Association until today it might be more appropriatelycalled
the AmericanAssociationof ClassicalPhilology. '

The chief activity of the Association has been the publicationofits long
seriesof Transactions and Proceedings. The current volume isNo. 82.

In 1931aseriesof Philological Monographswas establishedforthe publi-
cation of larger studies in classical antiquity. This series, beginningwith a
work on the divinity of the Roman emperor,includes text editions, an index
verborumof Apuleius, andstudies in ancient history, law, philosophy, geog-
raphy, and syntax. MonographsXV,2 and XVI are currently atthepress.

More recently, Special Publications have been issued on the text of Servius'
Commentaryonthe Aeneid and Homer's Iliad ofthe 6th century B.C.

The Association isa constituent of the ACLS,the American Documenta..
tion Institute, and the FederationInternationale.des Associations des Etudes
Classiques.

The 84th annual meeting ?f the Association willbe held on December
28-30,1952,at Cleveland.

Membershipin the Association is open to ,all personswhowishto support
itswork.Classesof membershipinclude Annual ($6), Sustaining ($10), and
Life ($250). All members receive the current volume of Transactions and
Proceedings.

Inquiries concerning membership inthe Association, back numbers of
Transactions, or copiesof Philological Monographsand Special Publications
should be addressedto MERIWETHER STUART, Secretary, American Philological
Association, Hunter College,695Park Avenue, NewYork 21, NewYork.

xii
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knight commanderin 5 Scandinavianorders, andStith Thompson,a memberof3
Scandinavianand 2 Finnish societies aswellasof5 Latin-American Folklore socie-
ties. Be it noted that even with these addendathe coverageof foreign honors to
Americanscholars in the MLA field isstill scanty; a completelisting would probably
run almost to the length of the original report and would be almost impossible to
compile.
ACLS SCHOLA,.RS. The following membersareamongthe 23 recipientsof 1952-53
awards to teachers in the humanitiesdisplacedfrom faculty positions asa result of
reducedenrollments:B. BernardCohen (Wayne), Alfred R. Neumann(Michigan),
Heinz Politzer (Bryn Mawr), Arnold ]. Stafford (UCLA), Paul G. Trueblood
(Washington), and (renewals) Stephen A. Larrabee (Wesleyan) and Franz H.
Mautner (Kenyon).

VIGNETTE XI. Ira Wade of Princeton, memberofthe MLA Executive Council
(1942-45,1951-52),prides himself on being a reformedcharacter:successively and
successful1yhehas broken himself of (1) devouringdetective stories, (2) playing
tennis, and (3) smoking a pipe. Despite his devotion to Voltaire (on whom he has
written three authoritativebooks),he has not yet brokenhimself ofa temperamental
aversion to answering letters. Bom in Richmond, Virginia, fifty-six years ago, he
studied at Hopkins (A.B. 1916), Columbia (A.M. 1919),and Princeton (Ph.D.
1923),and taughtat John Marshall High School (Richmond), William and Mary,
Marietta (Ohio), andColumbia.Except for two years (1925-1927)as chairmanof
the departmentat the University of Western Ontario,and summers at Chicago,
Harvard,andUCLA, he has taughtcontinuouslyat Princeton since 1923,serving as
chairmanof the Departmentof ModernLanguagessince 1946.An unassumingman,
with an infectious grin,he has a way of listening closely while his colleaguestalkand
finally, when he can stand it no longer, restoring coherenceto a conversation.He
will stick toa point stubbornly, if apologetically,and will usually challengegossip
orloose generalizations.Forgetful of the twinkle in his eye, some personsconsider
him overfondof discussingideas.(His magnumopusis The ClandestineOTgani~al;on
and Diffusion of Philosophic IdeasinFrancefrom1700to 1750.) As father of
Princeton's new Special Program in EuropeanCivilization, he has exhibited truly
evangelicalzeal; with greatearnestnesshewill expoundhis conviction-intensifiedby
a recent sabbaticalspent in France-thatAmerica andWesternEuropehaveless and
less understandingof eachother, andthat American universities have a terrible re-
sponsibility to correct this situation. Ira Wade is doing his personalbest-anditis
much-tocorrect it. {This is the eleventh inaseriesof word..portraits of members
of the Council. For someof the aboveour thanks go toA.F. -ED.]
NEW STORY. This internationalmagazine (published-in Paris by the Gargoyle
Press) offers a round-tripHightto Paris asfirst prize ($200secondprize, $150third)
Eor the best unpublishedstory (under /,000words) by a young writer (under36).
MSS.,which cannot be returned,should be sent to6 Boul, Poissonniere,Paris ge

,

France (andentitled '~New Story Young Writers' Contest"). Judges:Martha Foley,
Stuart Gilbert, John Lehmann,William Saroyan,Richard Wright.
SOCIAL HOUR. Two hours infact, from 5·to7 p.m,on December29, in a private
room (to be announced)in the Sheraton-Plazain Boston, will be set aside for in..
formal get-togethers by members of the various foreign language associations
(AATs). Both hard and soft drinks willbe served on a pay-when-servedbasis.
The AATSP andAATF are joint-sponsorsof this new featureof the MLA annual
meeting, in an attempt (which we applaud)to bring the foreign languagegroups
closer togetherand to provide a little respite from paper-listening.See you there?

!HE HONORABLE THING. Last monthour heartwas cheeredby a letter consist-
Ing of only two sentences:"As a long time borrower-readerof PMLA I would now
liketodo the honorablething andapply for membershipin the Association.A check
for this year'sdues is enclosed." -

YC?UR ARTICLE? Oneof the compilers of the annual"American Bibliography"
wrttes: ''What abouta short paragraphin FMO referringespecially to those articles
'which appearinsuch out-of-the-wayplaces that not even the most systematic bibli..
ogr:tpherwould be likely tofind them? Ithink: peoplewho publish in such places
heSitate tosend the referencestous, but they get pretty madifwemiss them."
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CONSERVATIVE? A distinguishedhistorian,not an MLA member,readour edi-
torial on vulgarizationandscholarly popularization(June, p. viii) andwas moved
to comment:"It would be nice to have a deardistinction, but I doubtthat it can be
made.Basically itis a question of intent and who but the writer knows his intent?
He may not know himself••••Your definition particularlytroublesme: 'It is aiming
f.ar beyondour natural,already interestedaudience'[his italics, not ours; we should
have italicized 'far beyond'].How on earthdowe ever increaseour audienceat this
rate?•••I cannotagreethat the size of the audiencehopedfor showsan intent to
vulgarize. In short, if you ever need testimony that you are a conservative, I shall
supply it." We need no such testimony, of course; we have always consideredour..
selves conservative,and have supposedit obvious. In this editorial we pleadedwith
our radical colleaguesto addresstheir scholarshiptoits natural (Le., farbeyond its
actual) audience-notbooks on Milton (say) for the millions forever incapableof
understandinghim, but books on Milton for the neglectedmany who are already
curious, who alreadyreadpoetry becausethey happento enjoy it (and would read
more if we happenedto help them), but whom we shall never reachso long aswe
persist in addressingourselves exclusively (as wedoin editorialahere) to fellow
scholars.

KEATS LORE. J. C.Maxwell (Newcastle) writes: "I am aseoaishedthat a learned
periodical in 1952{PMLA, June, p. 386] should publish an article by an author
who thinks that Keats in the Epistle to Reynolds,1.is, wrote 'the loveof goodand
ill.' The true reading'lore,' conjecturedby Bradley, has beenknown for more than
20 years tobe the actual text of the Woodhousetranscript."

EVERYMAN'S. The Library, begun. in 1906by J.M. Dent (its first editor, Ernest
Rhys, died in 1946),now has990volumes on itslist, 613still (in March) in stock.
About 50 titles areregarded,"for goodbut different reasons,"as "permanentlyout of
print." The journal,Everyman (1912-?,1928-33),was revived in March of this year
(16 pp.), publicationto be "irregular" but at least two issues yearly. Everyman's (as
most MLA membersknow) is publishedin America by E .. P. Dutton Be Co., which
is just now celebratingits centenary,

ORIENTATION. Wesley E. Needhamwrites: "Whenever I can borrow a copy of
PMLA from Andrew Morehouse in the French departmentat Yale, I immediately
turn to FMO and readevery word ofit. There is somethingdelightfully alive and
stimulating about the way news and others items of interest are digested and pre-
sented in this special editorial form. If other membersof the American Oriental
Society were acquaintedwith it,I believe they, too, would like to seea similar sec..
tion developedin our [ournal; •••"

DID YOU KNOW? It's now official: Los Angeles pronouncedwith a soft "g." •••
The first GermanHouse (dormitory) in any American college or university was
openedin 1904at Wisconsin••••At M.I.T., the humanitiesare housedin the very
modern, beautiful, spacious, air-conditionedHayden Memorial Library••••Gifts
to Union Collegetotalling morethan$1,500,000,havebeenFrank Bailey's way (he
was presidentof the Title GuaranteeandTrust Co. of Brooldyn) of "repaying" a
free scholarshiphe received there in 1881andexpressinghis conviction that Greek
taught him to think (the teacher,W. H. Whitehorn)••••The Atnerican Institute
of Public Opinion,in a nationwidepoll conductedin 1950,discoveredthat nearly
7 out of every 10 college-trainedpeople,in contrast to but a baremajority among
those with only high school or gradeschool training,would, if they could beginall
over again,choosethe sameline of work••••CharlesTownsendCopeland("Copey"
to generationsof Harvardmen) diedon July 24••••There arenearly 100,000chem-
istsin the U.S. today,comparedwith about60,000in 1940;their medianprofessional
income in .mid ..19S1, $5,500a year••••There are over 10,000,000foreign..born
whites in the U.S., more peoplethanthere are in Arabia, or Belgium, or Greece,or
Hungary, or Portugal-almostthe total populationsof Norway and Sweden com-
bined.....In 1949-50,230persons (49 women) received a Ph.D. in English from
American universities, 168 (33 women) a Ph.D. in modem foreign. languages
(French 53, German40,Spanish 34, Russian i)• ••• Absent from the generalcur-
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gdit0 rial
ALTHOUGH PMLA doesnot review books, we receivedandreada booklast May which
wefeeldeserves commentin this section. It vitally concernsour entire membership
and somefew memberswere involved in its writing. We shan't attempt to review
it in the usualsense; you'll see properreviews elsewhereandyoumay (as you should)
takealookat the book. It's provocative and it's dangerous.Remember the small
boy. much coachedby his parentsbefore hisfirst formal.dinner,who at the table
tooksome hot soup into his mouth and promptly spat it out all over the place,
remarkingcalmly, "Some fools would have swallowed that"? He had a point.

The book (not to keep you in suspense) is The English LanguageArts, prepared
by the Commissionon the English Curriculumof the NationalCouncilof Teachersof
English (Appleton-Century-Crofts,1952). With much in it we have no quarrelwhat..
soever, rather applause.We like its attitude toward the teachingof grammarand
usage,its reiterationof the importanceof puttingliteraturebeforethe paraphernalia
of literature, its hackneyedbut still-needed insistence that we relate li terature to
life-the unfolding lifeof those we teach. We approveother things too; the book
is fullof sensible if unoriginalstatementsaboutour commonproblemsas teachers.

But, honestly, we think it will do far more harm than good.As one more prolix
"report" (bringing the threatof four more on the way!) it will not be readbythose
whomostneed.to read it; countless bad teacherswill go. right on teachingbadly-
indeed(and this is our chief anxiety), theywill teachmorse after their administrators
read this book and ask them to try to cover a lot more groundin the same amount
of time. For ina periodwhen pre-collegeinstruction in English is conspicuouslyand
tragically thinning-when fewer and fewer students leave high school able either
to readorto write effectively-there comes this proposal,with all the prestigeof the
NCTE behind it, that we superimposeon traditional instruction in English, atall
levels of education (including graduatework),a medley of "communication arts"
involving necessarilysmall dosesof psychology,sociology, semantics,politics, librarian..
ship, radio-listening,television-viewing, etc.

It would beeasyto makefun of this book. It isas repetitiousasa radiocommercial
-and as dogmatic. It is full of jargon. It is almost frantically timely. It is ultra..
realistic about nearly everything except what run-of-the-mill teachers are capable
of teaching. We loved the chapteron Listening (a separateactivity, at alllevels"
mind you). But the book isn't funny.. It saysineffect: "Let's go on doingwhat we're
now doing,only let's do it aswe should be doing it-and in addition let's do agreat
many other things;" Now, the first part of this injunction is hard and has been
said before,if seldom aswell. The secondpart soundseasy andisnew; indeed,it is
pointedly "modern"'and"practical" and"American." Anybody want to bet on which
partgets ignoredandwhich gets picked up by schooladministratorsandstatus-shaky
college departments?

The bookis nice to traditionalEnglish departments:they cango on beingEnglish
departmentsif they want, offering elective coursesto students who don't prefer
Latin or Germanor French. But, of course, the required courses in "English" (i.e.,
American and/or"world) languageandliteraturemust hereafterbe given by a brand-
new department,the catch-allsocial-studiescharacterof which this book categorically
describes.
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riculum since early post..revolutionarydays, Latin is being reintroducedasa regular
subject in the Russian equivalentof high schools••••566visiting teachers(IS7 of
them onan exchange basis) from 53 foreign countries are _in the US. during
1952-53under the auspicesof the EducationalExchangeService ofthe Department
of State••••A half-million, pocket-sized,paper-backbooks (morethan100selected
titles) are being lent by 4,500U.S. InformationService Libraries in India to give
that 'country's 6,500,000English-speakingpopulation"a well-rounded,vivid picture
of Americanlife." •••

NEW PASSPORT PROCEDURES. Under revised (September 1952) regulations
covering cases involving possible subversive activities, when derogatoryinformation
exists which, unless clarified, would result in the denial ofa passport,an applicant
willhe notified of this fact in writing and alsobe notified (1) of the reasons,as
specifically as security regulationspennit, uponwhich the tentative decisionhasbeen
made,(2) of his right to discuss his applicationina hearingwith the PassportDivi ..
sion, and (3) of his right to be representedby counsel at this hearing, and to
presentadditionalevidence.If the decisionis unfavorable,the unsuccessfulapplicant
will be notified of his right to appealto the PassportAppealsBoard,whose member-
ship will include at least three Departmentofficerswho have not been previously
concernedwith the case.

VIGNETTE XII. Carl F. Schreiberof Yale, memberof the MLA ExecutiveCoun..
cit (1951-54),isa greatdigressionist,Blessed with a prodigiousmemoryanda color..
ful past uponwhich to draw for anecdotes,heis an irrepressibleentertainer,the best
imaginablecompanyona tiresome journey orat that inevitable momentwhen the
committee session bogs down. Although a third generationAmerican, heiscom-
pletely bilingual, even thinks for hours ata time in German.An acknowledgedau..
thority on Goethe,he has also beena Poe collector for somethirty years, even owns
the books that Poe reviewed-always in the edition which Poe used. Having pre-
sented his personal library of over 5,000 volumes to Yale, henow enjoys two
beautiful rooms in one of Yale's residential colleges surroundedbyhisown books.
Since 1928he has been curator of the Speck Collection of Goetheana,and he is
very proudofhis part (a-considerableone) in the acquisition of subsequentcollec-
tions, particularly the von Faberdu Faur Collection of GermanLiterature, snatched
(he willtell you) out of the handsof Harvardata most unlikely time (1944-45).
Born sixty-six years agoin Saginaw,Michigan,he studiedat Michigan (A.B. 1907),
NYU (A.M. 1910),and Yale (Ph.D. 1914),and taught for four years at NYU
(1909-13).He has taughtcontinuouslyat Yale since 1913,meeting8 o'clock classes
six days aweek, and serving as departmentchairman 1928..32 and again since
1944.In the classroomhe is kindly, expansive, anecdotal,philosophic;-arecent his-
tory major said of him: "He is probablythe best teacherI'll ever have. Every Yale
manshouldhaveMr. Schreiber." Lotsof Yale menhave;for manyof themSchreiber
and Goetheare happily fused in the memory.And scholars the world over come to
New Haven tovisit SchreiberandSpeck. [This is the twelfth in aseriesof word..
portraitsof membersof the Council. For some of the aboveour thanksgoto A.B.B.
-ED.]

PERCY WALDRON LONG. He died on October2at the ageof '6. This volume
of PMLA is dedicated to him; his portrait and an obituary will appear in the
Decembernumber. In his Presidential Address he said: "We shall find ourselves
passeunless we look less towardexploringminutiaeof the past,andmoretoward the
problemsof the presentandthe future••••Seriously Isayitis our duty to confront
the present, to put forth our strength in battle for the ideals in which we believe•
••• This Association is destined, I believe, to •••becomeincreasingly important
in the life of the Amercan people••••" He loved the MLA. Knowing this, and
having a deep filial respect for his judgment, we were glad when he gave the
Association's plans for the next three years his blessing. "Excellent," he wrote,
signinghimself "Redivivus."
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