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anecdote because “it primes the religiously learned” for “his forthcoming religious con-
version,” thus allowing readers to be reminded that they and the subject are “always
worthy of God’s love” (p. 68).

Her work on Marrant is, perhaps, her most original contribution, because here she
intervenes in a work somewhat less examined than the works of Walker, Gronniosaw,
or Wheatley. She reads his narrative with the understanding that Marrant finds new
iterations of joy in his “pleasure in his faith” and the way God’s faith in him, in return,
brings him pleasure too (p. 80). This focus does not negate the fact that the life of
Marrant that Bynum walks through is certainly a messy one full of surprising and com-
plicated moves and decisions (such as abandoning his family, and choosing to work as
a freeman in the South while surrounded by enslaved people). These decisions make
sense, according to Bynum, only when we consider his “pleasures in faithful living”
despite or even because of hard circumstances (p. 102).

Opverall, through detailed and careful close readings interspersed by historical per-
spectives of significant moments in early America, this book unpacks how these works
of early African American literature performed a kind of joy that historically has often
been neglected by readings only framed by a White gaze. For scholars of literacy and
instruction, the book offers little information about the acquisition of literacy itself,
but it does model a study of how literacy was deployed and imagined in ways a bit dif-
ficult to parse for modern, often secular, contemporary readers. The spiritually deep
and biblically informed literacies of these writers intrinsically shape their arguments
and their art. David Walker’s righteous fury, for example, can often mask a more inte-
rior exultation—his joy in envisioning the future of delighted citizenship. As Bynum
argues in her introduction, #BlackLivesMatter as a twitter hashtag can be understood
as a protest and as a claim of resistance, of course. But when lives matter, it is their
broader value that also needs to be reckoned with. #BlackLivesMatter is a claim for the
future and the possibilities of betterment, and a yearning for pleasure.
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Global Perspectives demonstrates the extent to which boarding schools have affected
children around the world across race, ethnicity, gender, and age. The framework for
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this comparative volume of fourteen focused essays, mainly from scholars of history
across the globe, is provided through the definition of boarding schools that editors
Daniel Gerster and Felicity Jensz use: boarding schools are a “global and transcul-
tural phenomenon” and “discrete sites where the school’s pupils are educated on the
property, eat meals in a common space, and sleep exclusively on the school property
during term time” (pp. 3, 4). This broad definition allows the volume to cover two cen-
turies of boarding school education, prioritizing the experiences of the students and
highlighting their voices when possible.

This volume is broken into four main parts, with the fifth serving as a conclusion.
Part 1, “Elites,” focuses on students who were considered privileged in their communi-
ties within the United States in the early 1800s, mid-nineteenth-century South Africa,
Nazi Germany, and pre-World War II Spain. For example,the purpose of boarding
schools for elite students to create a standard of education in a post-Revolutionary
United States and authoritarian regimes in Europe provides important insight into
the role class played in students’ recruitment. To give readers an idea of what this
meant for non-White students, Rebecca Swartz’s chapter on schools for elite children
in South Africa in the latter half of the nineteenth century provides crucial understand-
ing of schools for elite Africans and demonstrates how colonial systems attempted to
utilize existing hierarchies. Part 2, “Marginalized,” turns to students who were dis-
connected from their communities by the boarding schools based on their race or
socioeconomic background in the United States, colonial Malabar in India, and the
Soviet Union. The pieces in this section demonstrate that marginalization was not
exclusive to non-White students, but it was certainly non-White students who faced it
most acutely. For students such as Jason Betzinez (Chiricahua Apache) who attended
Carlisle Indian Industrial School, the focus of Janne Lahti’s chapter, boarding schools
for Native American students attempted to separate students from their identity and
assimilate them. Lahti’s case study of Betzinez’s time at Carlisle and his relationship
with the school also demonstrates the many ways the authority of boarding school was
challenged by students, a key theme throughout the volume.

The essays in part 3, “People and Networks,” outlines the relationship between those
perpetuating colonization through boarding schools and the students within schools in
colonial India, the United States, and twentieth-century Nigeria. These essays by Tim
Allender, Oli Charbonneau, and Ngozi Edeagu focus on the networks and motivations
that led to the establishment of schools within specific contexts. An example of this is
in Charbonneau’s account of the history of the Lake Mohonk Conference of Friends
of the Indian, established in 1883, and the development of the US empire as illustrated
through the annual conference’s influence on federal policies. Part 4, “Practices and
Processes,” centers on the control boarding schools sought over the bodies of children
and how students experienced the schools within colonial Indonesia, nineteenth-
century Ireland, twentieth-century Germany, and twentieth-century Ghana. These
essays also turn their attention to gendered education that occurred in these spaces,
as is the case in, for example, Kirsten Kamphuis’s analysis of Roman Catholic schools
for girls in Indonesia and Mary Hatfield’s study of masculinity in religious schools in
Ireland. Yet, Anja Werner’s piece stands out in this section as it shifts to processes that
created boarding schools for deaf students in German-speaking countries, significantly
bringing Deaf History into the volume.
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David M. Pomfret’s conclusion connects the book’s essays by expounding on the
variety of boarding school studies within the work, noting that “such an expansive
approach allows this collection to draw insights across local and national contexts” (p.
351). The push to modernize the world based on Eurocentric ideas is what linked these
schools across two centuries, as each school sought to transform students and create a
standard for them and their communities to follow. Boarding schools were a “concept
and practice” applied in various ways, dependent on the objectives of administrators
or colonial powers (p. 354). The large scope of this volume is a strength and, to some
degree, a limitation. The large number of essays means each author is limited in explor-
ing the context of the schools as well as student backgrounds. Despite the book’s broad
geographical and chronological scope, it fails to include essays on residential schools in
Canada, Australia, and New Zealand, which the editors themselves acknowledge, high-
lighting the importance of their inclusion in future comparative works. These are minor
critiques for a valuable volume in the Palgrave Studies in the History of Childhood
Series. By including such a variety of schools and experiences, this work shows how
education is linked to the process of colonization, the attempt to create model citizens,
and the development of national identity not exclusive to one region or century.

As the editors acknowledge in their introduction, scholarship on boarding schools
has expanded from memoirs of students and instructors to comparative studies and
histories of schools. The University of Nebraska Press’s Indigenous Education Series is
one example, and Gerster and Jensz’s historicization of the construction of boarding
schools and processes that took place within them is another case of this continued
growth and need for other comparative works. Despite their creation in the nine-
teenth and the early twentieth century, boarding schools have had generational impacts
into the present day that cannot be overstated. Within North America, the govern-
ments of Canada and the United States have begun to grapple with the longer legacy
of boarding and residential schools for Indigenous Peoples as shown by government
commissions and reports. While Global Perspectives does not include an analysis of
recent national acknowledgments of the purpose and harm caused by government-
controlled boarding schools, it shows how interconnected the institutions were around
a common purpose. The connections between the creation of boarding schools to
nation-building and assimilation also show how crucial it is to center the voices of
affected communities.

This volume is not a comprehensive history of education within the communities
affected by boarding schools, but it shows how the schools fit themselves into commu-
nities and the role they assumed in promoting European-centered education. Those
who study missionaries, settler colonialism, and systems of education generally are
among the many scholars who will gain insight from this work. Global Perspectives
provides a window into how boarding schools have been a means of empire build-
ing, emphasizing the importance in studying these institutions and the many types of
violence that existed within them. This kind of work is crucial as communities and
nation-states continue to grapple with the impact of these schools and students of all
backgrounds continue to have their stories heard.
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