176 THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

resolved indeed to ‘Fight the good fight of faith and lay hold on
eternal life’ (I Tim. 6, 12), that ctcrnal life to which cach an
everyone of us here now, is, by God’s mercy, called.

& & &

ST AUGUSTINES SERMON ON PSALM XXXIl—1

TraNsLATED BY EDMUND HiLL, 0.P.

¢ APPY the man who hopes in him.” No necd to expla?

that, is thercz Whoever does not hope in the Lord ¥

miserable. And who doesn’tz Why, whoever hopes 2
himself. Sometimes it’s even worse, my dear brothers; liste®
sometimes men don’t even want to hope in themselves, but,111
other men. “While Jack Robinson’s safe, you can’t touch me
and Jack Robinson may even be dead already. Here in this tow?
the man says ‘As long as So-and-so is safe and sound’, and So-an¢"
so is already dead somewhere else. And how ready people aze o
say this sort of thing, instead of saying ‘I trust in God, he won t let
you harm me’; instead of saying ‘I trust in my God, cven 1
does let you touch something, everything even that belong
me, he won'’t let you touch my soul’. But when they talk abot
“While So-and-so is safe and sound” it shows that they don’t w3
to have real security themselves, while burdening someone else
with the bother of maintaining them in a false one. .

‘Fear the Lord, all you his saints, because there is nothing laCkmﬁ

to those who fear him’. Many people don’t want to fear the Loli J
precisely for that reason, in case they go hungry. They are t9 5
they mustn’t cheat. And they say “What am I to live on then? N ]
trade is possible without deceit, no business can succced witho
cheating’. But God punishes cheating; listen to God.—But 1 4
fear God like that, I won’t get my living.—Fear the Lord, all 1°
his saints, because there is nothing lacking to those who fear BTy
The timid man who has misgivings his little luxuries will v iy
if he starts fearing God, is being promised he will have ples 4
enough. God used to feed you when you ignored him, do Y‘;
think he will desert you once you start fearing him? Listen
to the psalm’s words, and don’t start saying ‘He’s rich, I'm poo g’
I fear the Lord, but look what a pile he has made by not fea
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™, while I fear him and go in rags’. Notice how the psalm goes

on; "The rich have lacked and gone hungry, but those who look
_(21’ the Lord shall not be deprived of any good’. If you take it
theml'ly’ 1t appears to be misleading you. You look round at all

¢ wicked rich men who die in their wealth, never having known
g?Verty while they lived. You see them growing old, coming to
¢ end of theijr days fabulously wealthy; you see the sumptuous
Uneral procession held, the dead man carried out on an ivory bier
s: 3 magnificent tomb, his family weeping round him; and you
siZ to yourself, if you happen to know about his crimes and his
Olds, I kn_OW ‘what that man has done; and look how he has grown
- an_d died in his bed, and has been laid to rest by his own people,
do given a splendid funeral. But I know the sort of things he’s
. 1e. The Bible has deceived me, all this stuff I've heard and sung
0 yself about the rich lacking and going hungry. I bet that fellow
ver went without a meal. Yes, and those who look for the Lord
o not be deprived of any good. I get up and go to Church
anzfy’ day, I look for the Lord every day, I kneel there every day,
o dI_VC got nothing good at all. This man never looked for the
etsr h}n his life, and he died with a fortune like that’. A man who
scang s thoughts run like that is letting himself be put off by
perr'l hal, 3nf1 it’s choking him like a noose. He is looking for a
. 1shable livelihood on earth and not looking for true earnings in
pu;l!lven’-and he puts his head in the devil’s noose, and the ends are
o ed _tlg_ht on him, and the devil has got him, all set for evil-
forl:;%lem Imitation of that rich man he saw dying with such a

No, You mustn’t take the words like that—How am1 to take

t

t
‘:llfttl? *~Ofspiritual goods.—Where are they :—They cannot be seen
Whe ;he eyes, only with the mind.—Well Ican’t see them.—~The man

silyen e Justice can.—Well I can’t. After all they aren’t gold or
y er. S?, if it was gold you would see it, but because it is faith
2 faithon tsee it, eh? And if you can’t see faith, why do you love
ou ful slave: Ask yourself what sort of slave you like, Perhaps
a pilf aVe got a handsome slave, a tall strapping fellow, but he is
P €rer, a rotter, a cheat; and you've another slave, let’s say, an
o i:rf?l_Zed runt with a hideous face and a filthy complexion, but
two aithful, thrifty, sober; consider, I beg you, which of these
Onie You prefer. If you follow your bodily eyes, the bad handsome
Wins the day; but if you take your mind’s view of the matter,
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178 THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

the faithful ugly one has it. There you are then, what you want
someone else to show to you, namely good faith, show him your
self in return. Why are you delighted with his faithful servict:
why do you praise good things in him which only the eyes of the
mind can see2 Will you really be poor if you are full of spirit
riches: That man was rich, was he, because he had an ivory
couch, and you are poor, are you, even if you have a room in yot*
heart full of such jewels of virtue as justice, truth, charity, faith,
patience, forbearance? Exhibit your riches, if you have got them
and compare them with the rich man’s riches. He finds som¢
expensive mules on the market and buys them; if you found fai
up for sale, how much wouldn’t you give for it! Yet God wan®®
ou to have it for nothing, gratis, and you are not in the least
grateful. No, those rich people do go without, they do lack som¢”
thing, and what makes it worse they lack bread; in case you t
I meant they lack gold and silver—though as a matter of fact the}
lack that too. How much old So-and-so had, yet was he satisfied?
So he died in want you see, because he wanted more than he ha .
But lack bread: Perhaps you don’t understand the bread I meat
remember he said ‘T am the living bread, who came down fw’g
heaven’ (John 6, 41); and ‘Happy are those who are hungry 2%
thirsty for justice, because they shall be satisfied” (Matt. 5 6)
Those who look for the Lord shall not be deprived of any go°
I think I have made it clear what sort of good is meant.
‘Come, sons, listen to me, and I shall teach you the fear Of,the
Lord’. I can see you are thinking, brothers, that it is me spcﬁlkmg'f
Think of it rather as David or Paul speaking;; better still, t 00
it as our Lord Jesus Christ himself speaking. ‘Come sons listen ¢
me’. Let us all listen to him together, you listen to him throv8”
me. He wants to teach us, he the humble one, affecting and_ d:ulftlo
ming at the gate, wants to teach us. ‘Come sons, he says, liste? o
me, and I will teach you the fear of the Lord’. Let’s let him tcihc
us then, let’s be all ears and all attention. Don’t let us ope2 "4
ears of the body and shut the ears of our minds. As he himfelfsa:t,
in the gospel, “Whoever has ears to hear with, let him hear (M2 b
11, 15). Who wouldn’t want to listen to Christ teaching us thro"
the prophet: o
“Who is the man who wants life and loves to sec good day of
He is asking you a question. Doesn’t everyone of you %
‘Me’: Which of you doesn’t love life, doesn’t want to se¢ &
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days: Done you grumble every day and say, ‘How long have we
8t to put up with this? Things get worse and worse every day.
; Ur parents had much happier times, they knew better days’. O
You only asked those parents of yours, they would grumble to
YOuin exactly the same way about their times. ‘Our fathers, they
O?d say, were happy and we are miserable, we live in bad days.
2k So-and-so ruled the roost, we thought things would case up
s *le when he went; instead they only get worse. O God, show
100%(?;"1 days’. But it is no use looking for them here. You are
We g fO}' a good thing, but in the wrong place. Suppose you
'vr? l°0klng for some just man or other in a country he didn’t
N €, they would tell you ‘It’s a good man you are looking for,
Y(irlea? man, go on looking for him, but not here. You are wasting
are lr time looking for him here, because you won'’t find him’. You
he ooking for good times; let’s look for them together, but not
e But our ancestors had them. That’s where you are wrong.
ey ql] had a hard time of it here. Read the Bible, that is why
(tv ( ad It written, to be a comfort to us. In the time of Eliast
) Kings 6, 26) there was a famine—our ancestors endured it.
R eadS_Of animals were being sold for huge prices, they were
kill }% their own people and eating them. Two women agreed to
ang thelr own sons and eat them. So one of them killed her son
ang they both ate him. The other one didn’t want to kil her son,
ir € one who had already killed hers insisted. And they took
chil dt‘lllarrel to the king, wrangling over the killing of their
that's . God preserve us from such food! But there you are,
in theWhat we read about happening in the past. All days are bad
Vs bWOrld, and all days are good in God. Abraham had good
oy ut they were inside in his heart; he had bad days too, when
~the ® made him change his abode in search of food (Gen. 12, 26)
bue hesame search that troubled them all. Paul had good days—
11, 3) 5ays “in hunger and thirst, in cold and nakedness’ (I Cor.
didyy 1 But we servants must not be discontented; our master
endyee ave good days in this world either; think of the evils he
S the mSl{It§, injuries, the cross.
Meps | € Christian should not grumble, but think instead in whose
loveg o 58 following. And he must listen to his teaching, if he
fef:md days. ‘Come sons, listen to me, and I will teach you
of the Lord’. What do you want: Life and good days.

Vit was iy the time of Eliseus.

the
1
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Listen then. ‘Restrain your tongue from evil’. Do that.—I don*
want to, says the wretched man. I don’t want to restrain my tong?°
from evil, and I want life and good days. If a workman of you*
said ‘I will first ruin your vineyard for you, and then demand 1Y
wages from you. You hired me to prune this vineyard, and f
it out; but I am going to hack it to pieces and cut out the go°
wood, so that you will get no more grapes from it, and whet J
have done this, you are going to pay me for my work’; you woul
say he was off his head, wouldn’t you, you would throw him 0%
of your place before he could get his hands on a bill-hook. That
is what men are like who want to do wrong, swear to falsehooc
blaspheme God, and grumble and cheat and get drunk, comﬂ“j
adultery, use lucky charms, go to fortune tellers—and see g9°
days. He has told you you can’t do wrong and look for good
return. If you are unjust, do you think God is going to be llf‘.l_"lst
too2—So what must I do2—Well what do you want:—I want Iife
Iwant good days.—-Then restrain your tongue from evil, and yo*
lips from speaking trickery, no cheating anyone, that is, #°
deceiving anyone.

“Turn away from evil'—that’s all very well, doing no on¢ anf
harm, not killing anyone, or committing adultery, or cheating °
giving false evidence. Turn away from evil—and when you hav®
turned away, I suppose you will say ‘U'm safe, I've done every”
thing, I shall have life and see good days’. But that is not all; “Tus?
away from evil, and, he adds, do good’. It is not enough nOtif
take the shirt off a man’s back, you must also clothe the raggc”
If you don’t strip him, you have turned away from evil; but ¥°
won't be doing good until you have taken the stranger into ¥°
house. Turn away from evil then, in such a way that you do go° .
‘Look for peace and follow it.” He doesn’t say you will have Peafﬂ
here, he tells you to look for it and follow it. Where must I foﬂoh .
it to? Where it has gone on ahead. The Lord is our peace, and
rose again and went up to heaven (Eph. 2, 14). Follow peacet*’ 5
because when you too have risen, this mortality will be challgIl :
and you will take peace in your arms where there will be 19 2
to disturb you. Since you will never be hungry, there
perfect peace there. Here bread brings you peace. Remo
bread, and just sec what a war breaks out in your stomach! Ho 5
much there is that good people have to put up with here brothe ¢
just to show that all we can do here is look for peace, and that
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van only expect to find it at the end. But let us have partial peace
cre 100, in order to earn complete peace there. What do I mean
nZi l;ilgtlal peace: Let us be good companions here, loving our
Peag ours like oursclves, Love your brother like yourself, be at
succe with him. | know we cannot help having some quarrels,
A as have arisen among brothers and among saints; between
that kalrﬁsd Barnabas, for example (Acts 15, 29)', but not the sort
Somes! good fcllowship, that wipes out charity. After all, you are
) cimes at odds with yoursclf, yet you don’t hate yourself.
Yeryone who regrets something he has done, quarrels with
do?;self' He sins, he comes to himself, he is angry with himself for
Inakg “E So he has a quarrel with himself, but this sort of quarrel
googs or good fellowship. Here is an excellent example of a
20 Mman quarrelling with himself. ‘Why are you sa§1, my soul,
s tw h}l’ d,O you upset me: Hope in the Lord, for I will still con-
ang ;)h m’ (Psalm 42, ). Perhaps he wanted to suffer for ChrisF,
Starge d.e thou.ght gf it made his soul sad a_nd d'epressed, an,d it
Peace Upsetnpg him. He was aware of the situation, h.e wasn’t at
ChriStwuh hmgelf, but he went on clinging with his mJ_nd to
Uty Wwhom his soul, he knew, could follow really without
telli 0g him. Look for peace then brothers. Our Lord said ‘T am
no z%')’0_11.these things, so that you can have peace in me. I am
Peaci 0n11s1n.g you peace on earth’. (John 16, 33). There is no true
angelg’no Quietness in this life. It is the joy of immortality and the
Company that is promised us. But anyone who doesn’t

IOOk f

Ot 1t while he is here, won't have it when he gets there.

(To be concluded)
& & &

EXTRACTS

Do
Fatﬁ: rRINE AND Lirg, the bi-monthly review of the Irish Dominican
of 5 tﬁi A“gllst_September 1957, reprints Dr Mary Ryan’s translation
nig .. eelith-century Bolognese Dominican’s account of St Domi-
Contemme Ways of Praying. The author obtained his knowledge from
Cecil; Poraries of our Holy Father and in particular from Blessed

injagy, ¢ translation reproduces the nine altogether charming
o *es lustrating the nine ways of St Dominic’s prayer. These are
the °1'igi§:]1:teemh- or fifteenth-century Spanish manuscript copy of
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