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sible for the performance of the liturgical offices and the music o
the great basilicas.” (Religion and the Rise of Western Cultur®
pp. 90, 52.)

Undoubtedly the picture which a general reader would fo™?
for himself of St Benedict would be that of a great educator. ]_:‘.1-0111
the first words of the prologue to his Rule we find ourselves IHS
scholastic atmosphere. He tells us that it is his intention to fou?
a school; and right through to the last page practically every WO
he writes testifies to his qualities as a teacher. His deep insig.
into human character and the motives for human behaviour: .hls
love for those committed to his charge: his gentleness in bearl’s
with their weaknesses and failings: even the so-called ‘peni‘cen'fﬂ“}q
he drew up for dealing with the wayward: all bear eloquent witne®
to this important element in the personality of St Benedict.
modernity of his approach to delinquency (see for example chapt
twenty-seven of the Rule) would interest the psychologist. ‘Nothi%
is to be preferred to the love of Christ .The claims of charity afﬁ
paramount, and Christ is to be found in the needs of all those Wh,
seek us in His name.” It is a pity, one is tempted to add, that e"er.-:
monk cannot be an abbot so that ‘while correcting others by t
admonitions, he will be himself cured of his own defects’. .

On p. 52 Mr Lindsay says that St Athanasius had himself tl'ﬂnsq
lated into Latin the Vita S. Antonii. Surely the translator ¥
Evagrius of Antioch? It may be regretted too that this life
St Benedict is not illustrated. Some reproductions of paintlﬂgs’
such as the one on the wrapper by Meister von Messkirch, woul
have enhanced an otherwise well produced volume.

Desyoxp ScHLEGEL, 0.5.B-

Seeps oF CoxteEvMpPLaTION, By Thomas Merton. (Hollis & Cartel
8s.6d.) g
There is scarcely a Catholic veview, German, French, Englls,.lg

Canadian, American, which has not in the past vear offered v

meed of praise to the young Cistercian monk, the author of b

book. Anglican papers such as The Church Times have vied W'

their Catholic contemporaries in showing their appreciation of l;:e

work. The sales of his books prove that the reviewers are voicing ¢

public thought. What then is the appeal of such a writer to t'hq
modern public? What is the =ecret of such sudden and phenonleﬂ‘e
success in the publicising of contemplative praver, which is ¥,
theme of this book and which as a rule appeals to so small an éhte'f
It is not that he has a profound or closely reasoned theolog¥
spiritual matters to offer to the perplexed world. He expressly ¢
demns the man who attempts to share the knowledge of cont€”
plation and promptly becomes involved in theological discuS?lOd
and controversy (p. 186). Thomas Merton was scarcely Ol'dﬂmed
priest when he wrote this book—written shortly after his Ele(‘fﬁ‘,
Silence—he had just completed a course of philosophy and theolo®
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If:;e:gsary for ordination, but that was all. His experience of others’
'Ervs 1‘<}nd their ways of prayer and sanctification must have been
~.7 limited. All this might have been a drawback in any other
¥ ]1 er, bu.t for Mer.ton it seems to have_ contn.buted. to_ l‘l{s suceess.
¢ brings to his work of religious journalism (it is journalisi
the best sense of the term) the double asset of the fresh enthusi-
Sitg labout a n.ewly found tre_aasure and.;}. ‘co_mple’ge mastery of a
‘Vhelzl e Sty](% with no pre'tegsx.ons or artificiality. ‘bo many peoplc
Yo ﬁthe'y h.rst stuc.ly the infinite tl_'easures of the Church’s teaching
Othe-red with ‘desn‘e to comrr.xumcate what tnh_e's;f' lmve. learnt to
ing tlﬁ’ _but are .1r.nped_ed by an‘msurmountable difficulty in express-
the : f-‘lr new vision. In later life when they .have perhaps acqulre‘d
ellthal-t of expression too great an analysis has dissected their
o usmsm.. Many others who have facility with the pen have not
Vc‘lln to discover the Truth.
lot}gornas B_Ierton. t'hen,'writ‘es Witl.] zzbtracsi‘\'e sinlplici.ty'of ‘thc
% 'th‘mysterx(.)us reuhty.ot human ex1s.tence. l'hat whlch’ Is is (:(‘)d,
Stmr,dt the dlscoverd\i of our true gelf is the discovery of God. The
illiti?g-le towards th‘ls dxscgvery is useless unless we leave the
eSO‘i‘tl\fe mostly_to (_xod. This means the hm*_d way of the desvert and
of thdtl?n; and in his own way the author is ‘af severe as St John‘
cont e Cros_s on .the bleakness of the ascgnt. The ordinary way of
o emplatlon.lles through o desert without trees _aIld_Wlthout
Mty and without water. . . . The prospect of this wilderness
i£ssgmet_hing that so ap’pals most men that they refuse to enter upon
N arlyll‘}nng sands. . . ." (p. 153). He is, then, no dreamer; he warns
a S%,amst becoming attached to the symbols used by such writers
John of the Cross and losing sight of the realities behind the

in

h‘énbOls. With such wise cautions the reader is led to consider the
JIsht of contemplation, which is ‘no longer something poured out

" Gog into a created subject, so much as God living in God. . . .
xhit I inev@tuble that, carried along with such zeal, the al{tl_qol'
vh'u d oceasionally fail to express himself with the exact precision

Ich the Church desires in a text book of theology, and some
ev:‘)logians will find points on which they disagree. Some would
3011{1 flr}d traces of a sort of pantheism in the identification of the
Phy with God. But all this would be beside the point and the
5 4ses extracted from their context would not say what jche author
" patently desires to say. The totality of his message is so clear
is th expressed with such vigorous simplicity—that contempl%ion
‘Vithe-fre‘edom of love in perfect union with God—that to find fault
Yoy Its parts would be to cavil. The only change the present
i leW_eP would suggest is that in future editions the fancy type
N Which the book is printed, with every ‘s’ upside down, the ‘u’
e verted ‘n’, the comma an accent out of place and many other

SPerating mannerisms, be supplanted by a well tried type-face.

Conrap Peprer, O.P.
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