LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

make it possible to open it here and there, and everywhere to drs¥
deeply from a well which has the full depth and content of
Catholicity. .

If the language is 2 little turgid and perhaps heavy, it is but 2 verf
small price to pay for being given that of which there is so much B
An earlier cri-de-coeur® for something which takes both God and
really seriously is here in this book superbly answered. .

Father Hamman’s book? thus comes at a very opportune mome
It is a superb anthology and presentation of the early prayer © ad
Church, covering scripture itself, the apostolic and early Fathers 3
martyrs of the Church, together with a great deal of early liturg“i
prayer. Presented with skill and pleasantly translated, it is a witn®,
that living spirit of the Church which is perpetually handed ?;‘:‘;
tradition. If we approach this volume coming from Dr Balthasar's
or with a similar outlook we should be able to see these prayer o
bearing that unmistakable mark of perfect authenticity—not so 2%
timelessness but living ‘modernity’, or let us say more happily
French: actualité. It has been well worth the waiting.

2Life of the Spirit, May 1961, p. 523.
3Early Christian Prayers, by A. Hamman 0.r.M.; Longmans, 35s.

Reviews

THE BIBLE IN THE AGE OF SCIENCE, by Alan Richardson; S.C.M. p¥f
back, ss.

s
Our growth as Christians is often choked by what appear to be fixed fo};ﬂ;"&
point which has recently been stressed in this periodical (Jan. 1962) in t'h"' s poct
of religious education. It is common enough experience that in learni?8 :vc"‘
the faith our human experience has frequently been trivialized becats® ™ .
been given the answers before ever asking the questions, the objectivé, o
lation without the movement, the expression without the pre-SUPposmon'
catechism, for example, without the scriptures. Yet the formulations, v:l;do"'
it be of catechism, preaching or books, are meant to lead us to the reve”
reality, Christ himself, and so often they merely obscure him. But, ¥
living Church, there are two privileged ways through which we may
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Chfst;l’anm{ely the eucharist and the revelation-word in the Bible. We can be
a0t t @S word will lead us to the reality and that it will be an apt, though
Tuag Ustive, expression of that reality. In spite of this, it might be asked how
.C.Y People go to this word for their life. One of the reasons Professor
Lt e son acc?pted the invitation to give the Cadbury lectures in Birmingham
thon ar, QfWthh‘thiS book is the collection, was ‘to set in order my reflections
Whos: theme wh'lch must constantly be present to the mind of a theologian
Uiyey oWn teaching work is carried out in the context of life in a modemn
e SIty” (Preface). The theme is an important one, the growth of biblical
o tilsm n .the world of scientific method and not, as the title might suggest,
.- 1€ religion versus science controversy. There can be no substitute for ‘the
Peop] and prayerful study of the words of the Bible’ (pp. 151-2), but many
B¢ feel the need to achieve some kind of historical perspective, to ‘place’
e ves in }'elation to the past, in order to see the present more clearly, yet
Whic, either time nor money to spend on the considerable amount of reading
bdok'i:uc}l 3 situating” might entail. Secondary sources have their value. This
Aly yery instructive and worth attention, for at least three reasons: it is by
ad g ; Clljlardson, who deserves to be better known; it is on a relevant topic;
east r:s Ot%l small, cheap, and not too technical. The first two chapters, the
tnger.—Varding of all, are devoted to the period which succeeded the dis-
iic i;:lon of the medieval world-view in the sixteenth century, and the scien-
Bere ( Portance of the seventeenth—the account of Aristotle is a bit unfair
(& 2P " 13). The nineteenth century saw the move out of nature into history
logs.. 2 30 event which had so profound an effect on all later biblical and theo-
firr - This influence in England is traced up to the time when, after
- world war, Barth began to make himself felt. It is interesting, incident-
acg ¢ that while Hort was delivering the Hulsean lectures he was also
®. 64) % examiner in the Natural Science Tripos examinations at Cambridge
Ropg . creott, Lightfoot and Hort are discussed here, for they ‘probably . ..
€ Cougy any other three British theologians who could be named, guided
g g, ¢ of the theological revolution which was taking place in their days
the Engll)iesd the future of theology in the Anglican communion and perhaps in
of the a h speaking world’ (p. 63). ‘From Schleiermacher to Barth’, the title
d“ring :}i‘t chapter, is an account of the great wealth of Protestant theology
thschl € corresponding period in Germany, tracing the growth through
lnggeg tha:% Harnack to Barth, who more than any other single figure has dom-
i Uropean theological scene since 1919 when Der Romerbrief appeared.
With p useful summary of Barth’s work, contrasted in the following chapter
f higge tmann, whose theological defects become most visible on the question
Chjg] %Md the biblical *kerygma’, and introduce perhaps the best chapter,
fheglo  The Heilsgeschichte Theology—the author does not hesitate to group
 of varying outlook in this way, to be free in his use of the word
» 35 opposed to (say) ‘renewal’, and to refer (p. 164) to Ecclesiastes as
tating existentialist thinker of Old Testament times’. This is an
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examination of three very important Biblical theologians, Dodd, Cullmat a;i

Wright, the last of whom is the least well-known but whose insistence 0% b
value of the Old in undesstanding the New Testament is worth attention-
two final chapters are concerned with the difficulties to be encountered i g
‘banausic civilization’ in the face of the poetic language of the Bible, and §h0 /
that the scriptures are being continually fulfilled, that the biblical history ¥ o
history. The book is well annotated and indexed. ’
ALEXANDER NEWMAN, &

OUR LADY AND THE CHURCH, by Hugo Rahner, s.j.; Darton, Long®”
and Todd, 13s. 6d.

It is difficult to say enough in praise of this glorious book. It is the re-discovey’
in and through the Fathers, of devotion to Mary as devotion to the Cl s
and vice versa. The introductory chapter sets the theme: ‘Mary eSSCn“?H Yat
symbol of the Church’. This is not just 4 new way (or old way) of Jookins
our Lady, that may happen to appeal. It is the way of looking at her. The® o
chapters, ‘Immaculate’ and ‘Ever Virgin’, show us these two Marian do
as finding their true significance in what the Church is: she who is redeet® .
made immaculate; and she who is the faithful bride, uncorrupted by her .
Chapters 4, 5, and 6 develop the pattern Mother Mary—Mother Chur i
Mary, because Mother of Christ, therefore our mother; the Church, be’ca ol
our mother, therefore mother of Christ. Then in ‘Growth in Holiness jJy
‘Mulier Fortis’” Fr Rahner outlines a devotion to our Lady relevant © =" ¢
living which makes sense. It has nothing to do with that superficial ‘hen;zok
direct, ultimately quite artificial ‘limitation’ (I remember a devotional e
telling me, for an example to me, that ‘her blue veil was uncmmpledt; an Holy
story of the Irishwoman, mother of ten, bursting out after a typi® o
Family sermon, ‘Her one!’). Here, the important text is ‘Who is my @ 0 the
and who are my brethren?. We tumn from realising that the Church ¥ dhe
mother of Christ as being our mother, to realising that we ourselves 3 -
Church, and hence must be the meother of Christ. But, as St Ambrose Sazsi-of
Not all have brought to birth, not all are perfect, not all are ‘Mary 'not
even though they have conceived Christ by the Holy Ghost, they haveGod,
all brought him to birth. There are those who thrust out the word ¢hef
as it were miscarrying. See to it therefore that you do the will of the F2
so that you may be the mother of Christ. .08
As Fr Rahner comments, “‘When we come to look upon sin after baptis?® of
the threat of the loss of everlasting life in this context of the Marian my:;:c:ioﬂ
the Church, we begin to see the problem of striving after spiritual pe o P
in a new light’. There is indeed all the difference in the world betwe™ -
artificial exhortation to be like Mary and a real summons to be Mary-
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