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ABSTRACTS

T H E STATE AND COORDINATED CAPITALISM

CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE PUBLIC SECTOR TO SOCIAL SOLIDARITY IN

POSTINDUSTRIAL SOCIETIES

By CATHIE JO MARTIN and KATHLEEN THELEN
This article investigates the politics of change in coordinated market econo\mies, and ex-

plores why some countries (well known for their highly cooperative arrangements) manage to
sustain coordination when adjusting to economic transformation, while others fail. The authors
argue that the broad category of "coordinated market economies" subsumes different types of
cooperative engagement: macrocorporatut forms of coordination are characterized by national-
level institutions for fostering cooperation and feature a strong role for the state, while forms
of coordination associated with enterprise cooperation more typically occur at the level of sector
or regional institutions and are often privately controlled. Although these diverse forms of co-
ordination once appeared quite similar and functioned as structural equivalents, they now have
radically different capacities for self-adjustment.

The role of the state is at the heart of the divergence among European coordinated coun-
tries. A large public sector affects the political dynamics behind collective outcomes, through
its impact both on the state's construction of its own policy interests and on private actors'
goals. Although a large public sector has typically been written off as an inevitable drag on the
economy, it can provide state actors with a crucial political tool for shoring up coordination in a
postindustrial economy. The authors use the cases of Denmark and Germany to illustrate how
uncontroversially coordinated market economies have evolved along two sharply divergent paths
in the past two decades and to reflect on broader questions of stability and change in coordinated
market economies. The two countries diverge most acutely with respect to the balance of power
between state and society; indeed, the Danish state—far from being a constraint on adjustment
(a central truism in neoliberal thought)—plays the role of facilitator in economic adjustment,
policy change, and continued coordination.

THE OBSERVER EFFECT IN INTERNATIONAL POLITICS

EVIDENCE FROM A NATURAL EXPERIMENT

By SUSAN D. HYDE
By pressuring governments to hold democratic elections and by becoming directly involved

in the electoral process through technical assistance and funding or as election monitors, in-
ternational actors now play a visible role in domestic elections and other democratic processes
throughout the developing world. Although scholars have documented several macrolevel rela-
tionships between international-level variables and movement toward democracy, there has been
little attention paid to the microlevel effects of international involvement in the democratization
process. This article examines the effects of international election observation as a prominent
form of international involvement in domestic elections and exploits a natural experiment in
order to test whether international observers reduce election fraud. Using data from the 2003
presidential elections in Armenia, the article demonstrates that although observers may not
eliminate election fraud, they can reduce election-day fraud at the polling stations they visit. The
unusual advantage of experiment-like conditions for this study offers unique causal evidence that
international actors can have direct, measurable effects on the level of election-day fraud and, by
extension, on the democratization process.

IDEAS, NETWORKS, AND ISLAMIST MOVEMENTS

EVIDENCE FROM CENTRAL ASIA AND THE CAUCASUS

By KATHLEEN COLLINS
Two major questions are seldom addressed in the literature on Islamism and opposition social

movements more generally: (1) what explains the relative success or failure of Islamist groups in
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mobilizing a social base and (2) what role do Islamist ideas play in attracting support. Islamist
movements vary significantly in their origins, leadership, ideas, and strategies. In answering
these important questions, this article offers three main propositions: that under certain condi-
tions, Islamism can emerge as a powerful idea that generates social appeal; that to be successful,
Islamist organizations must develop a local Islamist ideology that suits the local social base,
rather than tie themselves to a global Islamist agenda,; and that in authoritarian contexts, espe-
cially where open mobilization is forbidden, inclusive informal social networks are an essential
mechanism for spreading Islamist ideas and protecting group members. Nonetheless, there are
limitations to an Islamist movements ability to grow and bring about political change. The
article contributes to an understanding of Islamism and, more broadly, to an understanding of
why and how opposition movements emerge and mobilize under authoritarian regimes. The
article develops these propositions in a comparative examination of three Islamist groups active
in the Central Asian and south Caucasus regions of the former Soviet Union (FSU): Hizb ut-
Tahrir al-Islami (HT), the Islamic Renaissance Party of Tajikistan (IRP), and the Islamic Party
of Azerbaijan (IPA).

LOW-INTENSITY DEMOCRACY REVISITED

THE EFFECTS OF ECONOMIC LIBERALIZATION ON POLITICAL ACTIVITY IN LATIN AMERICA

By MOISES ARCE and PAUL T. BELLINGER, JR.
Existing literature emphasizes the disorganizing or weakening effects of economic liberal-

ization on civil society, whereby free-market policies are said to demobilize and depoliticize
collective actors. The article evaluates the effects of economic liberalization on large-scale so-
cietal mobilizations across seventeen Latin American countries for the period 1970-2000. The
article further tests the effects of economic liberalization on individual political participation
across sixteen Latin American countries for the period 1980—2000. In contrast to the atomiza-
tion literature, this article provides strong evidence that economic liberalization leads to greater
levels of societal mobilization in the context of free-market democratization. The article also
demonstrates that economic liberalization does not induce a decline in political participation.
Collectively, these results cast doubt on the theoretical underpinnings and empirical findings
presented in Kurtz (2004).

COURTS AND JUDGES IN AUTHORITARIAN REGIMES

By PETER H. SOLOMON, JR.
The establishment of constitutional review in transitional and nondemocratic regimes has

drawn attention to courts in nondemocratic states. Typically, authoritarian leaders treat law and
courts in an instrumental fashion and try to keep judges dependent and responsive to their de-
sires. The three books under review reveal the sophisticated ways that this is achieved, including
the development of judicial bureaucracies and the cultivation of apolitical judges, and how the
empowerment of judges tends to produce power that is contingent and easily withdrawn. The
leaders of established authoritarian regimes do empower judges, if only to gain legitimacy for
the regime and keep its officials accountable, but sometimes at a cost to judicial independence.
The mixture of independence, power, and accountability of judges in authoritarian states differs
from what is found in democratic ones, and informal practices often determine the meaning of
judicial power. These patterns have serious consequences for legal transition.

Authorization to photocopy items for internal or personal use, or the internal or personal
use of specific clients, is granted by The Johns Hopkins University Press for libraries and
other users registered with the Copyright Clearance Center (CCC) Transactional Report-
ing Service, provided that the fee of $3.25 per article is paid directly to CCC, 222 Rose-
wood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923. 0043-88 71/94 $03.25
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