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may thus be interpreted as a sign of an evolving interest among female scholars, rather than
as a particular bias of this volume.

At this point, questions about the future should be raised. Having read all these insightful
articles, one is left wondering wherein lies, or could lie, the genuine value added by labour
history that has not already been integrated into military history research, such as Peter
Way’s moderate Marxist research interest in capitalistic civil-military labour market
relations on a global scale (in this very volume). Labour history has been mostly eclectic
(or, expressed positively, open to innovation, modification, and renewal) and it has played
an important role in historiographical debates such as history from below or gender.
This is also true for military history and its new scholarship, which has been able to go
beyond certain classic works and their specific bottleneck of methodology. Nonetheless,
military and civil labour will always be of quite a different nature, even if you label soldiers
“artisans of war”. One way to solve this conundrum could be the tertium comparationis.
There are many examples in civil-military labour history of a quality that two phenomena
which are being compared have in common, such as “refusal to work” or “protest”, and a
comparison could help identify the fundamental difference between “desertion” on the one
hand and “strike” on the other. Another candidate is “mobility” as civil or military migra-
tion or work-related translocation — even in campaigns. Military service as “forced labour”
(conscription or impressment) — a recurring topic of the volume — could be more system-
atically compared with “civil forced labour” (indentured servants, serfdom or even slavery).

This book is a valuable state-of-the-art compendium of military labour for military
historians and a strong invitation to labour historians to further set aside their prejudices and
open up their specific research question of work in the light of military affairs.

Thomas Kolnberger

University of Luxembourg

Campus Belval, Maison des Sciences Humaine

11, Porte des Sciences, L-4366 Esch-sur-Alzette, Luxembourg
E-mail: thomas.kolnberger@uni.lu
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Networks and Trans-Cultural Exchange. Slave Trading in the South
Atlantic, 1590-1867. Ed. by David Richardson and Filipa Ribeiro da Silva
[Atlantic World, Vol. 30.] Brill, Leiden [etc.] 2015. xvi, 278 pp. Maps. € 110.00;
$142.00.

This edited collection has two broad objectives. One is to provide a comprehensive over-
view of the slave trade in the South Atlantic, here defined as an integrated commercial
system. The other is to approach this subject from a cultural angle and to examine “the
mixing of ideas, institutions and people across cultural boundaries” (p. 1) that took place
during the slave trade. These cross-cultural exchanges supposedly resulted from, but also
underpinned, commercial interactions in the South Atlantic. The book delivers on the first
promise admirably, but less so on the second.

As the editors, David Richardson and Filipa Ribeiro da Silva, explain in their introduc-
tion, slave trade circuits in the South Atlantic were integrated by distinct wind and ocean
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currents and the geographical proximity of Angola and Brazil, the two main poles of
the system. While both regions were Portuguese colonies, from the seventeenth century the
trade between their ports increasingly operated independently of metropolitan influence.
On the African side of the Atlantic, Luanda gained ascendency in the late 1500s, although
the slave trade quickly decentralized as traders began to concentrate in other ports, notably
on the Loango Coast north of the Congo River and in Benguela south of Luanda. Alto-
gether, these “Angolan” ports supplied about forty-five per cent of all enslaved Africans
carried to the Americas from the sixteenth to the nineteenth centuries. “Angola” meant
different things to different traders, however, which is one reason why historians tend to
refer to this region as West Central Africa. For the Portuguese, Angola was the colony
around Luanda, of which Benguela was a kind of dependency. Except for a brief period in
the 1640s, when the Dutch West India Company controlled Luanda, these two ports were in
Portuguese hands and mainly served the slave trade to Brazil. By contrast, British, Dutch,
and French traders concentrated in ports north of Luanda, from where they carried slaves to
the Caribbean region as well as to North America. Given this northern European input, the
South Atlantic should, in fact, not be seen as a closed trade system.

Most chapters in this volume are overviews of specific geographies, covering a particular
segment of the South Atlantic slave trade in a generalized fashion. Considering the
book’s Atlantic focus, it is perhaps regrettable that only one chapter covers the American
side of the slave trade. This is the contribution by Gustuvo Acioli Lopes, which examines
the link between the production of export commodities in Brazil and slave imports from
Africa in the country’s colonial era (pre-1822). As the slave trade in the South Atlantic was
greatly dependent on developments in the Brazilian economy, this chapter provides a
linchpin for the analyses of several other contributors as they examine the organization of
the trade on the African coast, though, of course, not all slaves from West Central Africa
went to Brazil.

The remainder of the book follows a chronological order. Thus, in chapter 3, Filipa da
Silva looks at private businessmen in the Dutch “Angolan” trade from the late sixteenth to
the late eighteenth centuries, using records from the Amsterdam notarial archives.
These businessmen include traders who operated outside the state-sponsored West India
Companies as well as merchant bankers, who played an important role in the financing,
insuring, and the commercial organization of private slaving voyages. Next, Arlindo
Caldeira reviews the slave trade in seventeenth-century Angola, discussing the acquisition
of slaves in the interior as well as their accommodation and embarkation at the coast. He also
assesses some of the technical, financial, and logistical aspects of the shipping of slaves.
In chapter §, Mariana Candido analyses trade networks in Benguela and its hinterland
between 1700 and 1850, focusing in particular on the trade routes between the coast and the
interior and the different commercial groups that sustained them. Chapter 6, on Mozam-
bique in the eighteenth century, was written by the late José Capela, to whom this volume is
dedicated. Curiously, only the second half of the chapter deals with the slave trade to the
Atlantic, especially Spanish America and the French Antilles, while the first part describes
the trade from Mozambique to Indian Ocean ports without making entirely clear how the
later Atlantic component grew out of this earlier trade.

Chapter 7 brings the reader back to the Atlantic rim, as Stacey Sommerdyk examines the
commercial exchanges between Dutch slave traders and individual brokers at Malemba, on
the Loango Coast. Using the account books of one Middelburg vessel that made several
slaving voyages to the Loango Coast in the second half of the eighteenth century,
Sommerdyk’s chapter stands out for placing African traders at the heart of her analysis.
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In the final chapter, Roquinaldo Ferreira explores the geopolitical dimensions of Portuguese
efforts to suppress the slave trade in Angola after 1830. Ferreira couples his mastery of
the archival record to a transatlantic perspective to show how British political pressure,
Brazilian and other commercial interests, and Portuguese claims to sovereignty affected the
course of abolition in West Central Africa.

With the exception of Ferreira’s, the chapters in this volume are generally descriptive,
presenting original archival research, much of which was carried out in Dutch- and
Portuguese-language archives. Although the chapters rarely offer novel arguments, the
book helps readers unfamiliar with the literature on the South Atlantic slave trade to get a
quick sense of its basic organization, both on the European and the African side. The wide
range of sources can be used to study different aspects of this important Central African
branch of the transatlantic slave trade.

However, only some chapters explain how trade was conducted across cultural bound-
aries and then broach this question only in passing. For example, in his discussion of the
Angolan slave trade, Arlindo Caldeira devotes three pages to coastal traders known as
pombeiros, who played a crucial role in connecting interior markets to the global economy.
Likewise, Mariana Candido’s chapter has one section on the position of women of mixed
Portuguese and African descent, the so-called donas, and their local offspring in the Angolan
economy, a subject that she dominates like few others. Analysing the slave trade from
Mozambique, José Capela makes the point that Swahili merchants were fundamental to the
creation of internal slave networks, “linking traditional chiefdoms to the coast” (p. 187), but
he lets a chance to expand on this fascinating topic slip. It seems quite obvious that groups
like the pombeiros, the donas, and even the Swahili were critical to the expansion of Atlantic
commerce in Africa as they were important bridge builders between European and African
worlds. Other chapters examine the activities of traders, merchant bankers, ship captains,
and other players in the European and Brazilian slave trade, but we are rarely offered more
than a glimpse of how they navigated different economic and political cultures, created
partnerships with African suppliers and consumers, and by doing so extended their
commercial networks into Africa.

In short, the research brought together in this volume is strong and will contribute to the
growing literature on the slave trade in the South Atlantic, but it leaves the reader wanting to
know more about the transcultural exchanges in this region and era.

Jelmer Vos
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8000 Batten Arts & Letters, Norfolk, VA 23529, USA
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McDonNaLD, KEevIN P. Pirates, Merchants, Settlers, and Slaves. Colonial
America and the Indo-Atlantic World. [The California World History
Library, Vol. 21.] University of California Press, Oakland (CA) 2015. xii,
206 pp. Maps. $60.00; £41.95.

This work is a pithy study of the social and cultural ties that connected the Atlantic
and Indian Oceans at the end of the seventeenth century. Framed as a history of the
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