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tourism, and, in particular, the presence of a hydroelectric plant. During the process of
joining the United Nations, the implementation of international water regulations
emerged as a potentially effective means of resolving inter-Korean ties. Chapter 3
explores the conceptualization of international legal instruments and draws insights
from the decisions made by global judicial bodies. Notably, it examines the development
of the Helsinki Rules (1966) and the Convention on the Law of the Non-navigational Uses
of International Watercourses (1997) as illustrative examples. The general ideas in inter-
national water law encompass absolute territory sovereignty, absolute territorial integ-
rity, restricted territorial sovereignty, and the common interest.

Chapter 4 provides a historical account of the Korean peninsula’s water issue, focusing
on dam construction and its implications for territorial integrity. It also examines a vio-
lation of legally binding international water obligations. These obligations include the
principles of equitable and reasonable utilization, avoidance of significant harm, cooper-
ation, protection of international watercourses and their ecosystems, and the requirement
for prior notification. Chapter 5 focuses on presenting a comprehensive proposal that
effectively enhances the joint management of Korea’s international watercourses,
aimed at enhancing legal and institutional collaborations and seeking to contribute to
advancing pacifist initiatives on the Korean peninsula. Additionally, the prevention of dis-
aster, the reduction of water volume, and the restoration of peace on the peninsula are
re-evaluated in relation to trust, interchange, and cooperation. The re-evaluation focuses
on cooperative management, such as the collaborative investigation of the Han River estu-
ary, the Imjin River Flood Control Council, and the Office of Inter-Korean Dialogue, and
notes it is advisable to seek recommendations from other cases and incorporate strategic
techniques such as Step-by-Step, Package-Driven, and Multilateral approaches.

Consequently, this book offers a reassessment of a water dispute with global implica-
tions from both an intellectual and practical perspective.
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This book is the first of its kind to explore a new frontier - how China promotes the rule
of law in space governance - and is also part of the Eleven collection on essential air and
space law. Divided into three chapters, Wu introduces and analyzes China’s space pro-
grammes, policy, and law with comprehensive annexed documents.

Chapter 1 (China’s Space Programmes) reviews the history and highlights technical
aspects of China’s space industry development, with China’s major space programmes
and space actors serving as two cornerstones for further discussion. A particularly
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interesting aspect is the public-private stakeholder interest analysis in Section 1.3 and the
combination of civil and military forces contributing to the burgeoning trend in China’s
space development. Chapter 2 (China’s Space Policy) reveals the current core instruments
of China’s space governance, which include development plans, policy papers, and white
papers on space activities. From these documents and statements, the author summarizes
the basic principles for developing space activities, as well as how China evaluates its
cooperation with other space-faring states and institutions. Chapter 3 (China’s Space
Law) sheds light on the trend towards promoting national space legislation. The author
critically explores the emerging and increasing domestic need to improve and share pro-
spects in space legislation. This chapter also provides a three-fold answer to the question:
why was no space law advocated for six decades in China? Namely, China started late in
developing the rule of law. The initial lack of a need for space legislation is a result of
China’s model development, notwithstanding bureaucratic setbacks and difficulties with
space legislation.

As outer space concerns a new sphere of global governance, China’s ambition in space
draws more attention than some other countries due to the history of the space race
between the United States and Russia and, in the context of techno nationalism, China’s pol-
icy and lawmaking in this area is well illustrated by Wu. One highlight of the book is its
abundant resources, such as policy papers (white papers) on, or applicable to, space activ-
ities; regulatory rules on space activities; China’s space-related statements and proposals in
the United Nations; agreements on international space cooperation; and the judicial cases
applying and interpreting the outer space treaties. These sources of law and policy provide
methodological tools to understand China’s space governance, which, due to the sparseness
of space law, relies heavily on policy and not necessarily on law. To write a book on China’s
space programme, one has to understand profoundly what takes effect in space governance.
Wu, who has published extensively in elite journals on space policy and, more recently, on
civil-military integration policy, is a well-qualified author. It is expected that this book will
be updated in due course, given the promotion of the rule of law in the space sector, par-
ticularly with a view to China’s growing participation in establishing space law.

Conflicting interest. The author declares none.

doi:10.1017/52044251323000589

Indonesian Private International Law

by Afifah KUSUMADARA. Oxford: Hart Publishing, as part of
Bloomsbury Publishing, 2020. x| + 288 pp. Hardcover: AUD
$218.00; eBook: AUD $172.79. doi: 10.5040/9781509924363

Xuan Tung LE

PhD Candidate, Centre for Private International Law, University of Aberdeen, Aberdeen, Scotland

Indonesian Private International Law provides an in-depth exploration of a complex legal
field that governs private international legal relations in the Indonesian context and is
authored by Afifah Kusmadara, a leading specialist, and her team of contributors from
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