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Appeal for the African Missions

Glossy with the proteins
which the peasants have not got

the fat priests leave their new cars

to don rich robes for pompous ceremonials
before working in air-conditioned offices
resting in air-conditioned rooms

Thin peasants in dowdy rags

are being bullied from tradition’s
rituals and dances scraping subsistence
in a good season enduring heat damp
in any season over-hot malarial damp

The few ageing white priests and nuns
stay in reach of the expected rules
of poverty chastity responsibility

The locals say as they lapse

in favour of agnosticism Protestantism
mohammedanism: make no mistake
the former church before our people
tribalism corruption took over

was a real church a good church.

Michael Kelly
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