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Dear Abbe,
Did you know de Broglie, and was that his real hair?

Coif Connoisseur from Cornell
Dear Conni,

Louis de Broglie was one of the funniest guys I ever met.  I’ll never 
forget the time he wanted to show me how electrons could be both a wave 
and a particle at the same time.  He had rigged up this giant capacitor and 
when he turned it on a spark the size of an umbrella shot across the room 
and singed all the fur off his cat that had been sleeping peacefully on his 
settee.    We laughed and laughed until I thought I was going to pass out!  
Louie was also terrific at “quarters” and could, on demand, make milk 

shoot out of 
both nos-
trils.   If you 
look closely 
at the photo 
f r o m  t h e 
1927 Solvay 
conference 
you will see 
Pauli look-
ing around 
confused.  
de Broglie 
t o l d  m e 
years later 
it was be-
caus e  he 
h a d  “c ut 
the cheese” 
just before 
the picture 
was taken.  
G o t t  i n 
himmel the 
guy was a 
riot.  What 
was your 
q u e s t i o n 
again?

L i f e 
i s  ful l  of 
questions!  
If there is 
an answer, 

Herr Abbe will flush it out.  If not, he’ll make it up.  Please send all 
your worries and queries to his mentally acute assistant at jshields@
cb.uga.edu.
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