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iz;bogk’ and unfolds to us through the image of a child the redemp-
life iso the cross. Christ is born anew in us through grace, div‘ine
ike 1.fglven and entrusted to us in order that we might live a Christ-
Princ‘l ‘13- In re-living Christ i_n the world, we must assimilate the
as Blp es that governed his life at Bethlehem and Nazareth. Just
Caly ethlehem has neither meaning nor significance apart from
HnreTry’ so also does our life become empty and unintelligible if
‘quhat?d'to_ the Mass, if our living is not fashioned after the
o aristic life of Christ. These age-old truths the authoress repeats
wh us, bu.t In a setting that is new, that is discerning (particularly
Pe eh Sh{e is tracing the qualities that make for childlikeness) that is

Detrating and meditative. TeERENCE NETHERWAY, O.P.

TH2E NINE First Fripavs. By Rev. J. O’Connell. (Burns Oates,
nd Edition; 5s.)
. cent 1s b90k‘ is concerned with devo‘qion to'the Sacred Heart as
oiv ring in ‘the Great Promise’. In his opening chapter the author
;n &s a b}'xef account of the life of St Margaret Mary, thus providing
" t}istorlcal setting for the promise and showing that whilst devotion
Wa‘ e Sacred Heart existed some centuries before the saint, she it
th $ whom God chose especially to spread and promote this devotion ‘
foughout the whole Church. The following chapters examine the
ant of ‘the Great Promise’ as it appears in the oldest MS., and the
l;)17_1101‘_ sets out cogent reasons for establishing its authenticity.
ar Jections that have been raised against the nine Friday's devotions
€ met and answered both from the historical and theological
angles and & sound interpretation of the promise is embodied in the
nal.chapters. The need and use for such a book as this are obvious

3d it makes a worthy re-appearance. T.N.

THomas Percy, Seventh Earl of Northumberland. By M. M.
Merrick, (Duckett, 1949; 15s.)
This exceedingly well-produced book is the first full-dress biography
of jts subject, the ill-fated leader of the ‘Rising of the North’ against
"€ power and ecclesiastical policy of Queen Elizabeth. The author
Writes learnedly and enthusiastically of her hero. She will not accept
& traditional views of the ordinary historians, who have seen in
los Jmas Percy but a weak and nerveless character, a failure as a
teader, uninspiring, unattractive, and guilty of at least constructive
eason. She on the contrary holds him to have been a manly man,
traVe and true, but the victim of circumstances oo strong for him,
‘he. prey of Cecil’s craft and Elizabeth’s ruthlessness. And, in the
Main, she proves her case. It is a pity, however, that she does not
ak.e more pains to prove that Northumberland was a martyr in the -
Strictest, sense of the word. It has always been held by Catholics that-
€ was definitely offered his life if he would but give up his religion
and abjure his faith. Detailed proofs of this must have been produced
4t Rome before the (already deferred) Cause of Beatification of this
8ood man could be proceeded with. But they are not given clearly
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