
selection in the human prefrontal cortex allows for a number of
strategies to be held online (in a ‘buffer’) and evaluated for
reliability – how well they perform in terms of action outcomes
and how well it matches the context (or cognitive state) of the
required decision. Their corresponding neuroimaging data show
that the basal ganglia/ventral striatum is active in evaluating
performance, anterior ventromedial prefrontal areas activate in
evaluating the reliability of the available strategies while posterior
prefrontal area predicted when strategies should be switched for
exploration.

In the end, the curse of dimensionality rendered our editorial
meeting moot – estimating it would take eight calendar months
to calculate the required probabilities – favouring the well-
established strategy of an email exchange with each member
brewing their own coffee.
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The temperance movement

Iain D. Smith

Imagine in today’s culture of intoxication a people’s movement arising to counter alcohol. The 19th century saw such a campaign.
It had immense influence by the early 20th century. The temperance movement: an alliance of religious and political groups
campaigning for personal and legislative change. The goal of moderation and the shunning of ‘ardent spirits’ soon evolved into
advocacy of teetotalism – a term derived from a stammering ex-inebriate’s advocacy of t-t-total abstinence. Individuals could ‘Take
the Pledge’. While Britain by the 1920s did not have prohibition, local areas could veto the sale of alcohol. The movement waned
rapidly after WW2.
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