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to perfect God's  natiire as (iod hiiiiself had ordained. But it did not 
remain detached for long and Professor Jlorey's last chapter 011 the 
realistic movement of late (+ethic shows the gradual triumph .of the 
material once more. iiat ure claiming perfection and deniaiiding the 
enslavernent.of crt. This return of the pagan idea was of course not 
noticeable since its beginnings lay in the glories of Giotto 8s: n-ell a s  
the ethereal perfection of Donatello. But the worship of natiire was 
showing itself. I t  is  difficult to remain detached for long. 

The author of this book n-ould not perhaps subscribe to tlie aboie 
anslysis. thus set out starkly. but, throughout his man)- dewrip- 
tions of works of art and his tracing of influelices and developinelit 
this process of puritication and union and ultimate ielapse st.aiids out. 
We cannot easily describe the wriet>- and width of this book. I t  is a 
delight to read and to look at. though the many line drawings in the 
text which supplement tlie 180 plates are soinetimec rather too 
sketchy. 

COSR.W I'EPLER. 0 . 1 ' .  

THE E S G L I S H  C'LERGY. A S D  THEIR ORGASISATIOS I S  THE IA.4TEH 111DDl .L  
- 4 ~ ~ s .  By -1. Haniilton Thompson. C.B.E.. lI..i.. (Osfoid I-ni- 
\-ersitj- Press; C'umberlepe; 20s. 3d.1 

The greater the integritp of the student the niore coiifuoiiig clnes 
the recorded history of Ehglaiicl in the 14th. and niorc especially tlie 
15th, centuries appear. Even more apparent is the inadequate hand- 
ling which the evidence has received hitherto. The close of the mitldlr 
ages, it was supposed, gave birth to a n-a- of life which had no part in 
theni; to a middle class vocal and in English. empirical j-et poetical. 
oourage'our; and construct,ire ; above all 'rising'. The truth is that. the 
last two centuries of the undivided Church in England are badly 
mapped out. The secular Chroniclers gire no ample guide, ~ i i d  the 
schools of monastic historians faltered and nithered away. I n  contrast 
to t,his cleficienc- in the central theme the records of royal and local 
officials are niountainous, and. until thoroughly sifted. will support 
any thesis the univarJ- care to applj-; while the vivid patches of siich 
evidence as the Paston letters or the gossip of Gascoigne illiuninate 
more than they enlighten, because, for all the rich personalities con- 
veyed. the>- are isolated and offer little comparison. 

It is in such a contest that  Professor Hainilton Thoiiipson's pitblica- 
tion of the Ford lectures for 1933 are most valuable. H e  has taken the 
relativelj- narrow field of research in the structure of the later 
medieval Church in England. I t  has necessitated the handling of a 
tremendous amount of material largel>- iuipublished, from which he 
has selected a long appendis of useful instances. I t  is n-ar-, but not 
unimaginative scholarship. Every judgment he utters is based firnil? 
and distinctl- on objective evidence. Out of it there emerges an 
intelligible shape ; not. to be sure. a tailor-made hiei*arch>-. hut R 

series of forms n-iclely used and generall- recogiii;:ihle. 
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Himself steeped in the standards of conduct in the everyday 
medieval C’hurch which a bishop‘s register, or Bishop .-\lnwick’s 
Court Rook reveal as the minimums 11-e must expect, the writer 
treads firnil>- 011 any attempt to judge i l l  the uncertain light of 
decorous conteniporarj- deportment. Neither is he shockcd when the 
wrath of a canon explodes in church a t  prayer, nor will he allow an 
ape proud iii its democratic claims to iis5unie that ‘hchb i shop  Cour- 
tenay or Cardinal Beaufort obtained bishoprics iiicirely because Kings 
called them cousins, but because their talent iii;ii,lied them out for 
preferrilelit even at an  early age’. 

\\-ith the true humility of one who recognises the limitations of 
work so important to himself, t h e  writer laments ‘that we should see 
nictlieval bishops so entirely t,hrough the medium of documents and 
records which are official and impersonal’. I n  wspect of individual 
characters we know more of the 12th cent,urv than of the  15th. It is 
this shortcoiiiiiig which he has in mind when he  apologises for treating 
again a ’n-ell-worn theme’, the state of the houses of religious. H e  
gives thein every black mark which they can earn in the  record6 
rtmaining ; but then lie reminds fellow-students that, ‘visitors framed 
their questions upon breaches of rule and custom, not upon points in 
which tlie? were observed. IVe must not therefore assume tha t  there 
u e r e  not iiidividualo who in cloister ‘‘kept their feet firm and their 
hearts sound”.’ 

Tt is 011 this generous note tha t  he closes. ‘Thc evidence of facts 
cannot be overlooked, b u t  to moralise on that evidence is out of place, 
and the lover of truth will never hesitate when the  interpretation of 
facts is tloubtful to regard them in the  inost charitable light’. To the 
iiiultitiide of careful students who will never have his opportunities 
t.0 handle the leaves of the past in such abundance, and who some- 
t,iniei; tlespair for the  adequacy of their judgments, the advice is as 
cnnifoi.tiiig for the long view as this book is necessary to the short cut. 

PACL OI~SEN 

h R R 0 W I S G S  IS Ro3r.u- L.4w .OD CHRISTIAS THOVGHT. By 3liriarn 
Theresa Rooneg, L.B., 1’h.D. (The School of Canon Law, The 
Catholic Universit! of America, IVashington, D.C.) 

l’his paper reprinted from The Jilrist  is a stlid>- in the history of 
ideas. from the philosophical viewpoilit shon-ing tlie influeiice of 
Christian thought on law. Firstly we are confronted with the remark- 
able fact that Roman LAW and Christianity grew up together. ‘The 
genius for hiiman living which marked the Roman Empire a t  its best, 
found not frustration but fulfilment, in the Christian conquest of the 
mind’. (p .  5 . )  There was also an interchange of concepts by which 
Roman T,aw was utilised in the t<eaching of C‘hriqtian doctrine. This 
is very cle;li.l\- seeii i n  the writings of S t  .Inibrnse and St  r\iigustine, 
and of S t  Jei.oine. The codificntioii of ,Jristiniaii in the sixth century 
whilst contaiiiing a nuinber of paganisiiis was hrought out under 
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