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KEIR ELAM
THE SEMIOTICS OF THEATRE AND DRAMA

New Accents
For the semiotician, the theatre represents an ideal laboratory and a daunting
embarrassment of riches which raise all the fundamental problems of semiotic
analysis. This study, the first of its kind in English, traces the history of semiotic
approaches to performance, from the Prague Structuralists’ analyses of the theatrical
sign in the 1930s to current theories of the code, text and discourse. It is an attempt to
break effectively with the literary critical bias that has long dominated academic
criticism of the drama.
256 pages
Hardback: 041672050 1: £7.50
Paperback: 0416720609: £3.95

BRIAN GIBBONS
JACOBEAN CITY COMEDY

Second Edition
The first decade of the Jacobean age witnessed a sudden profusion of comedies
satirizing city life; among these were comedies by Ben Jonson, John Marston and
Thomas Middleton, as well as the bulk of the repertory of the newly established
children’s companies at Blackfriars and St Paul’s. The playwrights self-consciously
forged a new genre which attracted London audiences with its images of folly and
vice in Court and City.
This second edition takes account of recent critical and scholarly work in the field and
the author has added a new essay on Bartholomew Fair and a select bibliography.
about 200 pages
Hardback: 0416734502: about £8.95
Paperback: 041673460 X: about £4.95

NORMAN SAUNDERS, RICHARD SOUTHERN, T. W. CRAIK
and LOIS POTTER

THE REVELS HISTORY OF DRAMA IN ENGLISH
Volume II 1500-1576

This volume surveys the period of English drama which saw the transition from the
medieval religious drama to the secular drama of Shakespeare and his contemporaries.
The tudor ‘interlude’ covers a wide variety of dramatic context and form, and this
volume examines that variety, relates the drama to its context of conflicts and social
changes, and investigates the methods of dramatic presentation and the fortunes of
the acting companies of men and boys.
334 pages: illustrated
Hardback: 0416 130305: £22.00

UNA ELLIS-FERMOR
Edited by KENNETH MUIR

SHAKESPEARE’S DRAMA

This collection of essays by the first General Editor of the New Arden Shakespeare is
selected from two volumes, The Frontiers of Drama and the posthumous
Shakespeare the Dramatist. It brings together the best of her Shakespearean criticism
with chapters on characterization, plot, imagery and the equilibrium of tragedy, in
addition to outstanding essays on Coriolanus and Troilus and Cressida.

The volume is prefaced by Kenneth Muir with a critical appreciation of Una Ellis-
Fermor’s work.
about 250 pages
Hardback: 041674090 1: about £8.95
Paperback: 0416741002: about £4.95
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