
temporally or geographically removed? The volume attests to the immense value
of applying memory and trauma studies in combination to premodern warfare
across Europe and at the same time signals the need for conceptual
clarifications.

Anke Fischer-Kattner, Universität der Bundeswehr München, Germany
doi:10.1017/rqx.2024.89

Memoirs of Seventeen Boarders at the College of Nobles in Parma (1670): Youth
and Education in Early Modern Italy. Orazio Smeraldi, SJ.
Ed. Miriam Turrini. Monumenta Historica Societatis Iesu Nova Series 2. Rome:
Institutum Historicum Societatis Iesu, 2021. xv + 237 pp. €60.

This book, which is the eleventh volume of Monumenta Historica Societatis
Iesu series, is a critical edition of the original manuscript Memoirs of Seventeen
Boarders at the College of Nobles in Parma found at the Biblioteca Comunale
Passerini-Landi in Piacenzi. The book itself is divided into two parts: an
introduction, which includes the contextual history of the manuscript and a
biography of its author, Orazio Smeraldi (1592–1672); and a transcription of
theMemoirs in its original language of Italian, with a critical apparatus included.

Miriam Turrini’s eighty-page introduction takes the reader into an in-
depth study of the text, its author, and its social milieu. In this part, Turrini
makes clear the purpose of this text—namely, that it was written by Smeraldi to
provide a hagiographical account of the saintly lives of seventeen young
boarders who died at an early age (between nine and twenty-two years old)
between 1621 and 1670. Initially intended to be circulated internally in
manuscript form, the text served a clear didactic function: to commemorate and
edify the saintly lives of these young boarders, and to provide future boarders at
the college with examples of holy lives to emulate. Drawing from a range of
sources, such as the author’s own memory, oral and written accounts, and
printed texts, the Memoirs demonstrates Smeraldi’s belief that “example is
essential in directing someone’s life” (11). While little is mentioned in
Smeraldi’s text of the wider historical and political context in which the boarders
were living, he does mention several historical events that provide the backdrop
to the memorial: the Thirty Years’ War (1618–48), the War of the Mantuan
Succession (1628–31), and the plagues that hit northeastern Italy between 1629
and 1633. Turrini contextualizes Smeraldi’s work in the wider genre of
biographical or hagiographical accounts of other pious individuals, which were
popular in early modern Jesuit historiography for the purpose of creating
worthy examples to emulate for holy lives.
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The text itself is comprised of brief accounts of each of the seventeen
boarders, which include information on their family backgrounds, their time of
contact with the college, accounts of their holy lives and deaths, and a memorial
of their exemplary lives. As Turrini mentions in her introduction, these
accounts provide an insight into the noble families in Parma and their
relationship with the Jesuit community. This part of the text also provides a
unique insight into the intimate life of the college and promotes the value of
Jesuit education.

Memoirs of Seventeen Boarders at the College of Nobles in Parma makes
available in print for the first time a unique source text that provides insight into
the early years of the Jesuit education and boarding system. Though more
microhistorical in its focus, this text is nonetheless an important witness to the
social and cultural milieu of the time and particularly to the network of
communities and families who worked closely with the first Jesuits in Northern
Italy. It is a valuable text for historians with an interest in the history of
education, as well as those with an interest in the early years of Jesuit education
in Italy and Europe.

Clarinda Calma, Independent Scholar, England
doi:10.1017/rqx.2024.59

The Making of the Modern Corporation: The Casa Di San Giorgio and Its Legacy
(1446–1720). Carlo Taviani.
Routledge Research in Early Modern History. Abingdon: Routledge, 2022. xvi +
248 pp. $160.

Carlo Taviani’s book, The Making of the Modern Corporation, examines the
Casa di San Giorgio’s organizational and operational structure. Taviani aims to
explore its potential replicability in other early modern corporations. He
dissects San Giorgio’s operational framework, territorial reach, relationship with
Genoa, and its inspiration for future corporate institutions.

Taviani’s argument primarily focuses on the history and evolution of
business institutions. The central thesis of the book is that the reputational
discourses surrounding these institutions play a crucial role in their
development. Specifically, he argues San Giorgio emerged and evolved in
response to contemporary commentaries about it as an institution. Later, other
institutions modeled themselves after San Giorgio and responded to similar
criticisms and commentaries. Taviani draws parallels between San Giorgio and
other notable companies, such as the Dutch East India Company, the Bank of
England, and the Mississippi Company. The argument is presented with clarity
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