
should Charles not benefit’? [111]), and relativized (‘if the truth were
known, wheedling money from Louis XIV was something of a national
pastime’, with numerous oppositional MPs in receipt of ‘French back-
handers’ [109]). Charles II’s having negotiated, on the eve of the 1681
Oxford Parliament, a new deal with Louis XIV so that he would no
longer have to depend on parliamentary subsidies is seen as a winning
move: ‘another high card : : :with this knowledge he could face a new
assembly with confidence’ (269). Charles’s failure to pardon those con-
demned for the Plot is seen as strategic: he ‘shrewdly avoided further
inflaming the situation’ which only would have ‘delighted’ Shaftesbury
(139). The king’s continued prosecution of recusants, even when belief
in the Plot was waning, was a political necessity: ‘tightening the screws
on English Catholics aided King Charles in his increasingly determined
effort to counter Shaftesbury’ (210). But if Stater is at a loss to
explain the king’s ready acquiescence to the death of the Catholic pri-
mate Oliver Plunkett in July 1681 (‘Charles was not by nature a
persecutor’ [274]), contemporaries knew the court was keen to dispatch
Plunkett’s fellow-sufferer Edward Fitzharris, a double agent hired by
Charles II’s favourite mistress to plant a seditious libel on his political
enemies, to prevent him from making damaging revelations in
Parliament.

There is a happy ending, of sorts: Shaftesbury, after plotting ‘overt
treason’, flees to the Netherlands where he dies soon afterwards.
The merry monarch, ‘after checkmating the Whigs’, ‘ruled a one-party
state’ and ‘reverted to his former state of charismatic indolence’ (278).
The judicial murders of Catholics were followed by executions for the
Rye House Plot and then the infamous Bloody Assizes under James II,
whose short reign ended with the Revolution of 1688.

This is a glossy and gory narrative that will appeal to generalists and
should attract a new generation of readers to late Stuart history and
its surprising, and alarming, relevance to our own conspiratorial age.
In this Victor Stater has done a service to scholars, as well as the
broader popular audience targeted by this book.

University of Victoria, Canada Andrea McKenzie

Leith Davis, Mediating Cultural Memory in Britain and Ireland: From
the 1688 Revolution to the 1745 Jacobite Rising. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2022, pp. ix� 307, £75.00, ISBN: 978
1316510810

This book explores the development of print media in Britain from the
Revolution of 1688 to the aftermath of the Jacobite Rising of 1745,
offering an effective study of the ways in which a developing news
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media influenced historical memory. It also considers the increasing
dominance of printed texts and publication, and the disappearance
of such media as the manuscript newsletter, as the arena for debate
and for commemoration changed.

It is the argument of this book that the Anglo-centric cultural mem-
ories that have come to dominate the United Kingdom over the past
several centuries, and, more generally, the notion of cultural memory
itself, have their origin in the consolidation (and contestation) of the
late seventeenth- and early eighteenth-century British nation as it
was becoming saturated by print.

The book then goes on to develop a convincing argument for the
unique place which print culture occupied in the process of making his-
torical memory, and thus bringing the British nation state into being.
The book begins with William of Orange’s printed Declaration (and
with the steps which he took as soon as he had secured power, to ensure
that no dissident voice could obtain as wide an audience as he had done
himself) and concludes with the radically changed media environment
into which Particulars of the Victory at Cullodenwas launched in 1746,
having encompassed “a changing : : : sense of the connection between
memory and collective identity.” As Professor Leith observes, consid-
ering the shift from the combination of private newsletters and news-
papers in 1715, to the absolute domination of the newspaper in 1745/6:
This is strikingly symbolised by the case of Charles Edward Stuart,
who : : :when he was fleeing after the battle of Culloden, read ‘in the
newspapers’ about the direction which the troops pursuing him
expected him to take and, accordingly decided to alter his plans.

The topics selected for particular coverage, chapter by chapter, are
the Revolution of 1688, ‘The War of the Two Kings’ in Ireland (a
chapter which includes a useful section on the part played by maps
in forming memory), the Scottish colonial fiasco at Darien, and the
Jacobite risings of 1715 and 1745, which are given a chapter each.

The chapter on the ‘War of the Two Kings’ in Ireland is of particu-
lar interest to scholars of Catholic history, since it traces in some detail
the handling of anti-Catholic material issued during the conflict, in the
wake of James VII and II’s ‘elaborate reform programme across
England, Scotland and Ireland, to promote Catholic interests.’ The
simple anti-Catholic scare-tactics of the viral song ‘Lillibulero,’ are
contrasted with a complex piece of writing arising from the conflict,
James Farewell’s The Irish Hudibras or the Fingallian Prince, published
at London in 1689. In the simplest sense this is an Irish travesty of
Book VI of Virgil’s Aeneid, with St Patrick’s Purgatory in Lough
Derg taking the place of the Classical underworld, Nees an ‘Old
English’ prince is Aeneas, the nun and soothsayer Shela is the Sibyl.
The satiric strategy is that the Irish Catholic community should appear
vainglorious and ineffectual, and the prediction of the future heard in
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the underworld is of the victory of William of Orange. But matters are
as complex in this satire as they were in Ireland itself: the glosses ‘for
the English Reader’ take on a life of their own, growing more and more
intensely Hibernian and Hibernophone: ‘even as it draws attention to
Gaelic difference, the poem itself interpolates the “English Reader”
into that Gaelic world.’

The case for print media of the Jacobite era as a defining element in
the formation of Anglo-centric historical memory is well made, and the
project is carried through with considerable success and commendable
thoroughness. The increasing dominance of print is shown to move in
step with an increasingly Anglo-centric account of events, shaped by
the increasingly public nature of a ‘mediascape’ where the victors con-
trol the press. Naturally this print-dominated victors’ history, goes be-
yond London and England to encompass Edinburgh, and all of
protestant lowland Britain. Walter Scott’s Waverley, for all that it
may convey some reservations about the absolute deadness of the past,
is chosen by Professor Davis as a fitting point of closure for this ma-
jority narrative. Written after the death in 1807 of Henry Benedict, the
last lineal descendent of James VII and II, it certainly appears to draw
a line under a whole era of contested kingship, to relegate the Jacobite
and Catholic highlands to the past. The vehemence, indeed violence,
with which Catholic Emancipation was opposed a decade later, how-
ever, suggests that many British protestants still retained lively reser-
vations about the deadness of the past and its conflicts.

Inevitably a near-exclusive focus on print culture in English has to
omit some items of Jacobite record, particularly the dissident cultures
of those parts of upland Britain where history was remembered differ-
ently, and in different media. In the manuscript collection of ballads
collected in Glenbuchat in upland Aberdeenshire in the years leading
up to 1818, for example, the Jacobite point of view prevails and local
memory is shown to be very long indeed. Commendably, however,
Professor Davis draws attention, albeit briefly, to a diversity of works
in different languages and media. The Latin epic of 1688, James
Phillip’s Graemid, circulated in manuscript (it is a poem of genuine
quality and epic scope). She draws attention also to the remarkable
memorial manuscript The Lyon in Mourning compiled by the
Scottish Episcopalian clergyman Robert Forbes. She also touches
on the rich repertory of oral and written memorials in Gaelic verse,
and on the rich manuscript and Latin-language culture of the
Scottish Jacobites.

It might be debated how the strangely bitter Jacobite songs printed
in Edinburgh at the end of the eighteenth century, in versions collated
by Robert Burns in the Scots Musical Museum, fit into the patterns of
memory which Professor Davis describes so ably. There are other me-
dia too which preserve minority memory, and which fall outside the
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scope of this fine study, particularly painting and glass engraving,
those more private arts found in backwoods gentry houses from
Fingask in Perthshire to Stonyhurst in Lancashire, with their white
rose glasses and their parlours hung with Stuart portraits.
Nevertheless, majority memory, the memory of news and record in
the public sphere, is exceptionally well served by this comprehensive
and cogent study of the print cultures of the long Jacobite era.

Campion Hall, University of Oxford Peter Davidson

Carys Brown, Friends, Neighbours, Sinners: Religious Difference and
English Society, 1689-1750. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2022, pp. x� 284, £75.00, ISBN: 978-1-009-2213-2

In this thoughtful and important book Carys Brown builds on the re-
cent historiography on interconfessional relations in early modern
England bringing to her study the work of Naomi Tadmor and others
on sociability and friendship. In doing so she provides a fresh
understanding of the tensions which existed between members of dif-
fering religious persuasions in the half century following the Act of
Toleration. That Act, which granted freedom of worship to most
Protestant dissenters whilst still placing barriers before them in certain
spheres of public life, particularly in those quintessential establishment
institutions of the law and the universities, was itself riven with contra-
diction, made apparent in the disputes over the control of ‘public
religion’ in the years following 1689. In theory the Act widened partici-
pation for dissenters in parochial government, recognising their equal-
ity in the matter of local office-holding, but practice was often slow to
follow the law. This was especially true where Quaker presence was
strong, as in Hertford in 1738 where the official of the archdeaconry
court determined it ‘very Improper for members of the Church to put
the Care of their Church and of its Service under those who Dissent
from It’ (p81) when faced with a potential Quaker churchwarden.
That case went to court but such exclusion could also be less formal;
in the vestry minutes of Yardley, also in Hertfordshire, in 1719 dissent-
ers were literally marginalised in the listing of residents, being placed at
the bottom and lined off from the main listing, though it is fair to ac-
knowledge that in the case of one family at least they were described as
‘good natured people’. Dissenters were not always the victims of a
grudging authority, but actively sought to exploit the opportunities of-
fered by the Act to claim their place in public life, legitimating the ri-
valry between dissent and the Established church. This rivalry was
especially strong in the growing suburbs of the capital and in other ur-
ban centres, and nothing could be more public than the erection of a
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