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Aims: A growing body of scientific literature emphasizes a strong linkage between HIV/Aids and serious mental iliness. In the Italian
context, specialized services for combined management of dual diagnosis are increasingly requested, and healthcare professionals
(HPWs) have to face up the difficulty emerging by this new situation. To bridge these gaps, the present study aimed at studying the
representations of dual diagnosis, analyzing HPWSs' experiences from their own perspectives, in order to understand their difficulty
and create future good practices in healthcare services.

Method: A quali-quantitative study was conducted with a multidisciplinary sample of professionals (N=91), drawn by HIV/Aids and
Mental Health sites. Due to the exploratory nature of the research, data were collected from semi-structured interviews: HPWs were
asked about their work experiences with HIV/Aids and Mental lliness. The interviews were fully audio-taped and verbatim
transcribed. A computer-aided lexical correspondence analysis was conducted by a dedicated text-analysis software.

Results: Data analysis showed out two main factorial dimensions: the first regarding the representation of the “Management of dual
diagnosis within Health Services”, and the second one referring to the “categorization of HIV/Aids-Mental lliness co-morbidity”.
Furthermore, four different Representational Conceptions were highlighted, corresponding to as many different ways HPWs use to
represent/depict the aims of Health Service in relation to HIV/Aids-Mental lliness co-morbidity.

Conclusion: This study reveals that socio-cultural meanings of dual diagnosis are not fixed; rather, they are ongoing co-constructed
within the activities carried out by the HPWs involved in their specific health contexts in the exercise of their profession.

https://doi.org/10.1016/50924-9338(09)71101-0 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1016/S0924-9338(09)71101-0


    application/pdf False P02-178 HIV/Aids and mental illness dual diagnosis: Exploring healthcare professionals' perspective   R. Balzano; M. Guidi; D. Sepio; L. Martini; V. Puro; E. Girardi; N. Orchi journal European Psychiatry Elsevier Masson SAS Elsevier 0924-9338 24 S1 2009 S868 S868 10.1016/S0924-9338(09)71101-0 http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0924-9338(09)71101-0 doi:10.1016/S0924-9338(09)71101-0   elsevier.com sciencedirect.com 1 B Elsevier True

