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Of course, the direction of this socio-historical inquiry has taken many turns, and
what started as a book on the solidarists, European solidarity, and financial history,
ended up as a book onMarcel Mauss, his essay The Gift, his followers, international
law, and financial history up to this day.

Many colleagues and friends helped me navigate these various twists, and I would
like to thank especially: Robert Mauss, who authorized me to consult Mauss’s
archives, and Christophe Labaune, who helped me explore the rich material at
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