
Theological Association, speaking at the University of London
Catholic chaplaincy, visiting the Master of the Dominican Order while
on visits to Rome, and corresponding with Professor Eamon Duffy
FBA on mutual interests. In a recently published festschrift (2023)
for Abbot Geoffrey Scott OSB, Duffy in turn reports Douglas
Natural Symbols as having a transformative effect on his historical
method in The Stripping of The Altars (1992). In 2015, the
Telegraph columnist Christopher Howse, who knew Douglas, wrote
of her as a ‘great Catholic’ in The Tablet and from their conversations
maintains that the core message of her oeuvre is that we are all ‘meta-
liturgists’. Meanwhile, at the outset she had chosen as her doctoral su-
pervisor Edward Evans Pritchard, at that time a recent convert to
Catholicism.

In summary, Paul Richards and Perri Six have written an important
book. In a comparatively short space, it covers a huge amount of
ground. Worthy of reading lists in anthropology, history, public policy
studies, religion and economics it also implicitly makes the case for fur-
ther research: as the archives of Orders, their schools and Catholic
institutions become more readily accessible, and while many of those
who knew Douglas endure to provide oral sources, a third biography
that located Douglas as an influential British Catholic intellectual un-
der-recognised both by her own discipline and by her religious con-
freres is now due.

University of Birmingham and Queen Mary,
University of London Francis Davis

John Carter Wood, ed., Christian Modernities in Britain and Ireland in
the Twentieth Century, Abingdon: Routledge, (2023), pp. 174, £ 96.00,
ISBN: 9781032413945

The front cover of John Carter Wood’s edited collection Christian
Modernities in Britain and Ireland in the Twentieth Century is adorned
with a line-drawing sketch of a cityscape. Urban landscapes have
served as an enduring source of inspiration for modern artists - from
the impressionistic views of Paris depicted by nineteenth century giants
Monet and Pissarro to the abstract depictions of New York created by
Mondrian in the mid-twentieth century. Historians and artists alike
have explored the intersections of urban and religious life, with mod-
ernist artists like Marc Chagall fusing traditional religious imagery
with city life (‘Paris Through the Window’, 1913; ‘White
Crucifixion’, 1938; ‘The Soul of the City’, 1945). Meanwhile, the ex-
pansion of European cities in the nineteenth century, and the associ-
ated long-term processes of industrialisation, urbanisation, and mass
migration, are familiar concepts to historians seeking to understand

74 Book Reviews

https://doi.org/10.1017/bch.2024.11 Published online by Cambridge University Press

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog?doi=https://doi.org/10.1017/bch.2024.11&domain=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1017/bch.2024.11


religious decline, revival, and reinvention in modern Britain. It is thus
fitting that the first impression of this edited collection, which seeks to
shine light on the role Christians have played in imagining and co-cre-
ating a new, ‘modern’ world, would be of a sprawling metropolis.

This relatively slim book is comprised of an introduction and six
chapters, which initially formed part of a Special Issue published in
2020 by the journal Contemporary British History (Volume 34,
Issue 4). Collectively, these chapters cover an impressive array of
themes: mass democracy, gender and sexuality, communication and
the media, British intellectual life, and secularity. Each of these chap-
ters are linked by the contention that ‘religion - and religious believers
– have themselves been active participants in the creation of moder-
nity’ (p. 2). By emphasising the agency of Christian protagonists, this
collection challenges depictions of Christians as a ‘beleaguered group’
responding with ‘anxiety’ or ‘hostility’ to the dramatic political, tech-
nological, and social changes associated with the twentieth century (p.
2). Instead, a vision emerges in which Christians, conditioned by local
contexts and operating within groups and institutions, sought to adapt
their faith to the changing landscape of twentieth century Britain. In
this way, the collection seeks to continue an ongoing conversation
which challenges the still prevalent notion that the rise of modernity
was inevitably ‘detrimental to religion’ (p. 6).

In challenging this assumption, the book’s intended audience
reaches beyond historians of religion (although there is much rich con-
tent encompassed within this collection for specialists in the field) and
seeks to attract students and scholars broadly interested in twentieth
century British history. As Carter Wood notes, the tensions and ambi-
guities between the categories ‘religious’ and ‘secular’, ‘traditional’ and
‘modern’ make this collection vital reading for academics interested in
the complexities of twentieth century cultural, gender, and intellectual
history. In seeking to address a wide audience, CarterWood begins this
collection with an introduction which provides a helpful overview of
‘modernity and its discontents’. The scholarly terrain surrounding
the concepts of modernity, modernisation, and secularisation are skil-
fully outlined, as are the various academic turns (‘from the objective to
the subjective, from the real to the discursive and from the Western to
the global’) which have shaped our understandings of these contested
concepts (pp. 3-7).

From here, Chapter One explores the rise of mass democracy in the
early twentieth century and the churches’ responses to it. Within, Pippa
Catterall centres the voices of leading figures in the British churches,
particularly those operating within the nonconformist tradition. She
critically examines the religious roots of democracy and the role played
by Christian protagonists and institutions in ‘preserving Britain from
the slide to totalitarianism’ evident in parts of Europe during this
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period (p.16). This chapter (particularly when read in conjunction with
Tom Rodger, Philip Williamson, and Matthew Grimley’s edited col-
lection The Church of England and British Politics since 1900) provides
an immersive insight into the ‘intertwined’ nature of religion and poli-
tics in the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries and challenges his-
torians to acknowledge the active role the churches have played in
modern political life.

ChaptersTwoandThree,writtenbyAlanaHarris andLauraMonica
Ramsay respectively, reflect on the different ways in which Christians
engaged with changing societal attitudes towards gender and sexuality
during the inter-war period. Harris predominantly focuses on two lay
Catholic doctors, Halliday Sutherland and Letitia Fairfield, to argue
that a distinctive form of Catholic sexology evolved during this period.
In doing so, she questions ‘accounts of modernisation that focus exclu-
sively on the advance of “secular” sexual knowledge and contraceptive
technologies’ by examining licit forms of family planningwhichmeshed
‘natural law’ theorywithmodernmedicine (p. 9).Within the chapter, the
writings of familiar figures like Marie Stopes are interwoven with in-
triguing insights into the lives and work of these lesser-known lay
Christian figures, whose contributions to the evolution of British sexol-
ogy (and indeed their wider life stories) are in desperate need of further
academic attention.Lengthyquotations frompublications, correspond-
ences, and extracts from the religious press punctuateHarris’ analysis to
provide an immersive insight into Catholic engagement with ‘sexual
modernity’. Complementing Harris’ analysis, Ramsey explores the
1924 interdenominational Conference on Christian Politics,
Economics, and Citizenship (C.O.P.E.C). Ramsey concentrates on
one of twelve reports produced by the Conference (‘The Relation of
the Sexes’) to demonstrate the longer historical genesis of Christian
efforts to rethink approaches towards issues such as pre-marital sex,mo-
nogamy, birth control, prostitution, and homosexuality. Read together,
Chapters Two and Three will be valuable to students seeking to com-
plexify their understandings of the emergence of a ‘permissive society’
in the 1960s and the long-term processes which underscored this seem-
ingly sudden shift in British social and cultural attitudes.

Chapters Four and Five explore the intertwining of secularity and
modernity. In Chapter Four, Carter Wood analyses a well-connected
circle of British Christian intellectuals united by the ecumenist and mis-
sionary Joseph H. Oldham. The ‘Oldham Group’, active during the
1930s and 1940s, sought to keep ‘religious values and practices alive’
in ‘secularised’ British societies dominated by ‘materialism’ and the
loss of ‘community’ (p. 10; p.). Crucially, the ‘Oldham Group’ sought
to emphasise Christianity’s relevance to contemporary social realities,
rather than idealising the past. In doing so, members of the ‘Oldham
Group’ developed a complex relationship with ideas of ‘the secular’—
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viewing it, simultaneously in positive, negative, and neutral terms.
Following chronologically from Chapter Four, Sam Brewitt-Taylor
identifies a ‘a dramatic shift in British intellectual history’ in which
a long-extant ‘civilisation’ ideology (which proposed that ‘western civ-
ilisation’ was rooted in a Greco-Roman philosophical heritage and
Christian faith) was replaced in the mid 1950s by the assumption that
society had ‘undergone a dramatic historical discontinuity and entered
“the modern world”’(p. 10). Throughout, Brewitt-Taylor questions the
scholarly reliance on teleological and ethnocentric approaches used to
understand continuity and change, urging that the historiography
surrounding secularisation in late twentieth-century Britain must be
re-interpreted.

In Chapter Six, Gladys Ganiel argues that ‘one of the ways that
churches in Britain and Ireland responded to modernity was by engag-
ing with modern forms of mass communication’ (p. 135). Whilst the
other contributors to this collection have sought to unravel the conver-
sations and activities which predated the social and cultural changes
that took place in the 1960s, Ganiel’s research demonstrates how pro-
ductive explorations of the lives of Christians active in the last decades
of the twentieth century can be. Her analysis centres on the journalistic
outputs of the Irish clerical moderniser Gerry Reynold between 1962
and 1989 to highlight the challenges and new opportunities that the
shifting media landscape posed to Christians. One of the most intrigu-
ing sections of the entire collection is found in Chapter Six under the
subheading ‘In Praise ofWomen’. Here, Ganiel outlines a Special Issue
produced by Reynold which included reflections from seven priests on
their relationships with women, and an article on the ‘Language of
Love’ which highlighted the ways in which ‘celibate love is a gift for
the church’ (pp. 148-149). Brief as this section is, it serves to humanise
those who occupy the priesthood and simultaneously draws much
needed scholarly attention to the contributions of women and lay peo-
ple to the maintenance of modern church life.

It is noteworthy that the collection ends somewhat abruptly after
the final chapter. There was, perhaps, a missed opportunity to include
a new conclusion during the process of translating this valuable special
issue into a book. However, this is a small complaint. Collectively these
six chapters adeptly demonstrate the multiplicity of ‘experiences of’
and ‘responses to’ modernity. Most strikingly, these chapters draw at-
tention to the web of formal and informal networks populated by
Christians active throughout the twentieth century. Whilst the collec-
tion has emphasised the importance of examining specific contexts and
local conditioning, fruitful lines of enquiry also emerge in relation to
understanding the cross-fertilisation of ideas between individuals, insti-
tutions, and groups across regional, national, and interdenominational
boundaries. Further attention to these exchanges will facilitate a more
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holistic understanding of the diverse array of causes championed by
many of the historical actors examined in this collection. This is a stim-
ulating and rigorously researched collection which is highly recom-
mended to experts and students alike.

Mansfield College, University of Oxford Grace Heaton

John Maiden, Age of the Spirit: Charismatic Renewal, the Anglo-
World, and Global Christianity, 1945-1980, Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2023, pp. 261, £115.00, ISBN: 9780198847496

John Maiden’s newly published volume Age of the Spirit: Charismatic
Renewal, the Anglo-World, and Global Christianity, 1945-1980 offers
an alternative view of the long 1960s. Rather than a time of denomina-
tional religiousdecline, it brings to the fore the exhilarationandvibrancy
of a global and spirit-filled movement: the charismatic renewal.
Maiden’s argument demonstrates that this charismatic renewal created
what he identifies as a ‘Spiritscape’, a global spiritual landscape thatwas
translocal, transnational and shaped bymultidirectional cultural flows.
The term Spiritscape does not imply homogeneity. The Anglo-world
being examined in this volume, North America, Britain, Ireland,
South Africa and Australasia, offered ample space for local distinc-
tiveness. What united the mainline (denominational), independent
and Pentecostal charismatics of the long 1960s was the eschatological
certainty that God was doing something ‘new’. The close reading
(and listening) of the rich source base that Maiden has unearthed—
archival sources, published testimonies, magazines, newsletters, news-
papers, albums and song lyrics—is also testament to another point of
commonality that is analysed in great detail: the wealth of media being
created, distributed, shared and consumed.

Like many thoughtful scholars of the long 1960s, Maiden begins by
reminding readers that this ‘cultural moment’ did not materialise out
of thin air. His exploration of the pre-history of the charismatic
renewal demonstrates its numerous precursors. In the case of the
Catholic charismatic renewal, the Cursillo lay apostolate founded
by Eduardo Bonnin Aguiló in the 1940s is credited as an important
antecedent. Maiden demonstrates this with Donald A. Schmit, whose
journey to the Charismatic renewal was travelled via Cursillo. He and
his wife Jenny along with a parish priest launched an interdenomina-
tional charismatic prayer group. Such vignettes, scattered throughout
each chapter, reveal the human faces of the charismatic renewal. This
is one of several pre-histories that set the stage for the vibrant
Spiritscape of the long 1960s.

Maiden shines in his unpicking of the translocal movement of the
charismatic renewal from one group to another and from one location
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