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anfanglich riahezu homogenen kugelsymmetrischen Sternansammlung untersucht und 
zur Deutung der Kugelsternhaufen herangezogen. Eine Erweiterung auf rotierende 
Systeme ist in Arbeit. Die Arbeiten wurden veroffentlicht in der Z.f. Aph. 

I M. SCHURER ' 

" Universitat Bern, Astronomisches Institut 

You already know much of our cluster activities during the past triennium. In 
summary, they are: (i) Three-colour photo-electric photometry at our Oak Ridge 
Station on the Pleiades, and possibly on other clusters by M. K. Vainu Bappu. (2) Con­
tinuing study of the distribution of the apparent magnitudes of stars in three of the 
brightest southern globular clusters (general luminosity curves). (3) Futile attempt to 
find cluster type Cepheids in the allegedly globular clusters of the Magellanic Clouds. 
(4) The finding of typical Cepheid variables in a cluster (NGC1866) in the Large Magellanic 
Cloud, thus indicating its uniqueness, whether considered a globular cluster or an open 
cluster. (5) The determination of the photo-electric colour-magnitude array for the 
southern galactic cluster NGC 2477 by Mr Uco van Wijk at the Boyden Station: 
(6) Development by Ivan King (Harvard Junior Fellow) of a method for determining 

. the stellar density in globular clusters. 
HARLOW SHAPLEY 

Harvard College Observatory 

Report of the meeting 
PRESIDENT : Dr W. BAADE. 

SECRETARY: Prof. H. L. VANDERLINDEN. 

The report of the Commission was adopted. 
The Chairman then pointed out that with the arrival of the photo-multiplier cell a 

new field of research had been opened up for investigating both galactic and globular 
clusters, and that great progress had to be expected during the next few years in the 
investigation of precise colour-magnitude diagrams of clusters. The pioneer work on this 
field was done by Eggen, but doubts had arisen about the detail sequences in some of the 
galactic clusters observed by him. In this connexion Dr G. Miczaika, and Dr H, F. 
Weaver reported about their photo-electric observations of the Coma cluster of stars, 
the colour-magnitude diagram of which had been earlier observed by Eggen. Neither 
Miczaika nor Weaver had been able to find Eggen’s fine structure in the colour-magnitude 
diagram in the range of the A-stars. Miczaika’s results are summarized in his note at 
the end of this report. 

Prof. 0 . Heckmann then reported about a new colour-magnitude diagram of the 
Hyades obtained by photographic photometry at Bergedorf. The precision of the new 
•data is about the same as that of Eggen. Heckmann also failed to verify the sequences 
of Eggen in the range of the A and the F stars. The Bergedorf list contains twice as 
many members as Eggen’s list on the same field. The individual parallaxes of all 
members were derived from new proper motions based on a combination of plates 
of the Astrographic Catalogue with new plates taken with the AS-Astrograph. Heckmann 
suspects a certain fraction of stars in the Hyades as well as in Praesepe to be variable 
to an amount of some hundredths of a magnitude. 

Dr Stoy expressed the wish that the photo-electric observers of galactic clusters 
include in their measures magnitudes and colours of a few field stars in the neighbourhood 
of the clusters, which would be valuable for other photometric observers as sequences. 
The additional work involved would be small. 

Prof. V. Ambartsumian then presented a photographic atlas of open clusters recently 
published by Markarjan of the Burakan Observatory in Armenia (U.S.S.R.). The chief 
purpose of this atlas is to illustrate the classification of the open clusters as developed 
at the Burakan Observatory in the course of the work on steUar associations. The 
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