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sifting the material so as to present an admirably lucid and penetrating 
account of h i s  subject. 

Stefan George, a Catholic by birth, with the Rhinelander’s French 
and Latin afiinities, came to see hlmself as the prophet and iiiph-priest 
of a new and exclusive society whose values were to be whoily 
aesthetic and artistic. Hiis aloof and carefilly chiselled poeiiis which 
profoundly influenced a select few in his own country have never 
found a wide European appeal. Mr Bennett‘s beautic‘ul translations 
make one realize that much remains to be done for George in England. 

Whereas George retreated to a n  ivory tower of aestheticism, his 
contemporary, Eauptmann, who began his career as a dramatist 
of the nzturaiist school, evc~itualiji took refuge from reality iil a pagan 
and pantheistic te!:iple of kis own creation. His roots were in Siksia 
and he was at his best in the plays and in the impressive novel, ‘The 
Fool in Christ, Ernmanuel Quint’, depicting the hardshps, confiicts 
and religictus gcarnings of the peasants and workcis, the fellow 
countrymen of mystics !ilre Angelus Silesius. Dr Garten says that 
mysticisni was a qrcllity i rkren t  in all Hauptmann’s works, and tint 
it was ‘primarily Chri\&i’ tiiough later it included ‘Eastern and 
Gnostic ideas’-a use of the terms ‘Christian’ and ‘mystic’ which one 
nllght be inclined to question, 

The last ~ o r d ’ ,  2s hlr ?.k~rcIi commcnts, ‘d never be said about 
Rleist.’ This littic bask may serve as a first word of introduc:ior. to a 
complex and o:-igicaI gmius, a contemporary of t!ic Romantics. 
M r  March scarcely does ji: ice to Kkist’s narrative writing which is 
mere important 2nd mor n:iniatcly connected with the recurrent 
personal themes o i  IClcist’s drzmis than he appears t9 assume. The 
short stories deal with t!ie cssentially nioral problems of the individual 
pitted agaiixt the nwld or society. Techically they are amongst the 
most subtle and at the same time posT-crful writings of heir  age, or 
indeed of any age. 

‘‘ 

ELISARETH STOPP 

DOWNSIDE Et. AND LA~GE.  3 y  Hcbert van Zel!er, O.S .S .  (Sheed and 
Ward; 21s.) 

Two years after the biographical and even autobiographical TY:ll iq/y 
t o  Schoo? conies the historical Dxunside By and Larqc. The enchanted 
atmosphcre of the fornxr work now becomes related to space and 
tinie; somc of a schoolboy’s diwnchantments are even allowed to be 
manifest. For somehow the earlier and more personal volume contrives 
to tell us more about the school, the later record more about the 
author. Which peyhaps is why experience shows that strang ,ers to 
St Gregory’s can find pleasure in a history of a school not their owi .  

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1754201400024899 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1754201400024899


I00 BLACKFRIARS 

Under the more or less informed and prejudiced eye of an alumnus 
indeed, the book will now and then (though hardly by and large) 
find itself at a disadvantage, as Dom Hubert’s chosen memories rather 
than his own unfold. It was rash of the author to term a certain period 
‘undistinguished’; perhaps the characterization is just, but Downside’s 
most recent war memorial by itself shows how Gregorians of that 
generation could rise to an occasion when it came, and there are 
aurvivors who have made their mark. Even while at school-was 
Dom Hubert’s eye otherwise occupied just then? 

A persistent search for the res Gregoriuna hardly succeeds in dis- 
covering the recipe. For this no lack of knowledge or affection is 
responsible. It may be that an essential ingredient necessarily eludes 
any deliberate pursuit. If one who was born as a Gregorian out of due 
time, but shared the experience of the original 1814 party in coming 
from the direction of Shrewsbury, may venture an opinion, a sublime 
unconcern with the quiddity of the res Gregoriann is a notable character- 
istic. Previous literary chapters in the record having failed to alter 
this, one hopes that Dom Hubert’s enterraining volumes will have no 
more serious result. 

Ivo THOMAS, O.P. 

THE PERENNIAL ORDER. By Martin Versfeld. (Society of St Paul; 18s.) 
This book about philosophy by a convert to Catholicism, who lectures 

in the University of Capetown, will arouse the interest not onIy of those 
who know South Africa, but of everyone who is interested in the 
phifosophia perennis. The idea oforder was a favourite one of St Thomas; 
the wise man puts things in order; there is hierarchy of order in 
creation, an inter-relationship in the scale of being between the highest 
and the lowest. This would seem to be the central theme of the book 
around which are grouped the main theses of the thomistic philosophy. 
Having made his metaphysical foundations secure by dealing with the 
object of philoso hy, the author is able to make use qf the method of 
modem philosop x ers in his approach to man and h perience. There 
are chapters on the relation of philosophy to science, morals, history, 
art and culture. Even the chaprers on medieval Catholic culture and 
on the philosophy of history, which are incidental to the main purpose 
of the book, rely on fundamental principles and show how they can 
be applied. The author’s knowledge of modem philosophers and his 
ability to use them in a particular context, though he may funda- 
mentally disagree with their principles, is remarkable. Whether he is 
dealing with Bergson, Whitehead, Lloyd Morgan or Alexander, one 
cannot fail to be impressed with his sound judgment. One has the 
impression of great fairness in his criticism of plausible opinions. They 
are stated simply and without distortion. 
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