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The notion of citizenship has undergone significant changes over the
last few years because of European Union developments. Citizens have
obtained additional economic, social and political rights but have also
seen privacy and other rights limited because of the European fight
against terrorism. Recent developments, such as the European Consti-
tution and the Treaty of Lisbon, have aimed to change citizenship rights
for European citizens and third-country nationals in the European
Union. This book explores the influence of the EU on citizenship rights,
especially in view of the fight against terrorism and the constitutional
changes negotiated in the last decade. It is highly recommended to aca-
demics, policy makers, civil servants and those interested in EU Citizen-
ship.
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The EU has only limited competence to regulate national health-care systems but recent
developments have shown that health care is not immune from the effects of EU law. As
Member States have increasingly experimented with new forms of funding and the de-
livery of health-care and social welfare services, health-care issues have not escaped
scrutiny from the EU internal market and from competition and procurement rules. The
market-oriented EU rules now affect these national experiments as patients and health-
care providers turn to EU law to assert certain rights. The recent debates on the (draft)
Directive on Patients’ Rights further underline the importance, but also the difficulty
(and controversy), of allowing EU law to regulate health care.

The topicality of the range of issues related to health care and EU law was addressed,
in October 2009, at a conference held in Nijmegen, the Netherlands. The present vol-
ume contains inter alia the proceedings of this conference and invited essays. This vol-
ume follows the publication of The Changing Legal Framework for Services of General
Interest in Europe. Between Competition and Solidarity (M. Krajewski et al., eds., The
Hague, T.M.C. Asser Press 2009) and launches a new series: Legal Issues of General
Interest. The aim of the series is to sketch the framework for services of general interest
in the EU and to explore the issues raised by developments related to these services.

The book is compulsory reading for everyone who is engaged in issues relating to
health care and EU law.

Johan van de Gronden is Professor of European law at the Law Faculty of the Radboud
University Nijmegen, the Netherlands. Erika Szyszczak is a Jean Monnet Professor of
European Law ad personam and Professor of European Competition and Labour Law at
the University of Leicester, UK. Ulla Neergaard is Professor of EU law at the Law Fac-
ulty of the University of Copenhagen, Denmark. Markus Krajewski is Professor of Inter-
national Public Law, Faculty of Law, University of Erlangen-Nuremberg, Germany.
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