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The Period V Ritual Postface: Prospective or Retrospective?
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This article argues that the Period V ritual postface associated with the
five-ritual cycle in oracle bone inscriptions is prospective in nature.
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Sage King Yu & and the Bin Gong Xu [ /\ %
NN

The recent discovery of an unusual ninth century s.c.E. bronze inscription
dedicated to Yu as a founder deity has reopened discussions regarding the
historicity of legendary figures. This article examines the occult role of this
figure in Zhou society and suggests that the inscription be read as a song
used in a harvest ceremony of thanksgiving to Yu. The author suggests
that Yu once functioned along the same lines as Houji, as both ancestral
founder and earth deity, but was eventually suppressed in favor of Houji.
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Xing Wen fifi <

The Suigong Xu 3% /27 Calligraphy and Inscription:
A Contextual Reconstruction and Translation
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This article discusses some of the major issues that arise in the recon-
struction and interpretation of the Suigong xu inscription, including
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vi EARLY CHINA 35—36

a discussion of the authenticity issue from the perspective of Western
Zhou calligraphy, and provides a contextual reconstruction of the bronze
inscription as well as an English translation. The author argues that the
Suigong xu calligraphy is consistent with the typical calligraphic style
of the late Western Zhou bronze inscriptions represented by the Sanshi
pan and Maogong ding rather than with the style of the middle Western
Zhou bronze inscriptions, in particular, those dated to the reign of King
Gong. It also argues that the main body of the Suigong xu inscription
consists of two paragraphs that end with the two exclamatory sentences
jue wei wei de FREMEE and with (jue) hungou yi wei xie tian (%) 14 IR
MEf7% K respectively, and that both sentences share the same sentence
structure jue i .. . wei ME . ..

AR IR A R SRR I B R e R T R R - e &
SCEEWARGET T HHAEERT - FFEIRZEE SR T BRI (8 R S 5 SR
i o (FE B AR AE SR EILAR - G174 & th L 52 25 £ RFIRY
FXEEANEG » MDA - BAR AR RGN & CEE
JRFE IR & o SCREFR Foi& N B SCH) 8 R B SCFIBRR » SE B ST
SR LA “TREEMETE” Bl (RR) 958 /T ME R K 18 W BRI R S R - TS
R {1 JR TG ) {5 FH A T @ k- M- B ) R A

Chen Shu [§ 47
Collected Interpretations of the X Gong Xu
NGNS S

This article aims at providing a Chinese-English reference source for
researchers studying the inscription on a bronze vessel published in
2002, sometimes called the X Gong xu because the name of lord (gong)
is transcribed by some scholars as Sui % and by others as Bin . It is
a compilation of the transcriptions and interpretations of each charac-
ter in the inscription by nineteen scholars in the field. It also provides
transcriptions and English translations of the inscription in its entirety.

AL EERZERBIIT X AE GREEE LR - SURIEHAR) 8
WSS IR B E R - CEESE T 2002 FRAFBERIKEREE
PRBLRIGEREAERE, W T 19 U INEE BB HZ FRe R, fHeft 1
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Crispin Williams %{ 524/

Dating the Houma Covenant Texts: The Significance of
Recent Findings from the Wenxian Covenant Texts

P i R 2 = B AT B ST PR AR R JS B O AP

This paper reconsiders the dating of the Houma covenant texts in light
of new findings from the Wenxian covenant texts. Dating of the Houma
covenants has focused on matching certain names found in the Houma
covenants to names and events in historical texts. These include the
name of the sanctioning spirit invoked in the covenants, and that of the
covenant lord overseeing the covenants. I argue that the sanctioning
spirit is not, as is often proposed, a former lord of Jin, but a mountain
spirit called Lord Yue, and, as such, has no bearing on the dating of the
texts. I further argue that the use of the personal name of a Han lineage
leader in the Wenxian covenants strongly supports the identification of
the figure referred to as jia % in the Houma texts as the historical Zhao
Jia (Zhao Huan Zi). I suggest that the mention of Zhao Jia in the recently
published Chu-slips Xinian implies that Zhao Jia came to the leadership
of the Zhao lineage around 442 B.c.E., well before 424 B.c.E., the date of
his single-year reign reported in the Shi ji. I conclude that the Houma
covenants include materials that may be linked to the Zhao Wu incident
of the early fifth-century s.c.E., but that those materials in which Zhao
Jia is named as the covenant lord probably date to sometime between
442 and 424 B.C.E.

SR B R B 2 P s SR B T 2 R R R B A SR AR o MU
F5 B B AR E BRI R 5 16 B2 3 v ee 4 B JFE ok A AR BR B — 22 A
“ E%%?@%E&iqﬂ%&ﬁﬁ*%‘zﬁﬁﬁj\ﬁ’ﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁ%ffﬁuﬁﬁﬁi
W2 T o ASCHERIRZ IR S B AL 5E R - TR — (I i & 2 B L
i DRI P38 (22 1S R T ) SR A R R PR © LS » R IR R BE 3
AR A SR E NI o AT DUHERI (= 15 BR 3 Ty 5 FIERZ LR 18
A (lET) - IRIFEEM (BF) FRINERZNRE A CE—0
MR EATTH 402 FEAEMRRBRAEER - I (REE) FacHk
HFE 424 FHLRARF - RIPELDHT - EHEETENESE
BN TUR AUHAC WIREE T2 AR R B - (ER AP L i B 22 00 B F £
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Harold Roth &%

The Classical Daoist Concept of Li il (Pattern) and
Early Chinese Cosmology

Ry E R B B9 Ry A B

This study traces the origins and development of the concept of Li #
(Pattern) in early Chinese Cosmology, locating its foundation in the root
metaphor derived from the natural lines or veins along which a block of
jade can be split by a skilled artisan. From this relatively concrete image,
li comes to eventually represent in Daoist cosmology the more abstract
quality of the natural patterns or structures within the universe along
which all phenomena move and interact with one another without the
interference of human beings. After examining how early Confucian
works emphasize the more abstract and derivative qualities of order
and structure, we see that the likely Yangist authors in the Liishi chungiu
return to the original metaphor of veins in jade but, instead, apply this
to the veins through which the gi circulates through the human body.

We then see how this metaphor is expanded beyond the human body
in the classical Daoist texts to come to represent the natural guidelines
both within all phenomena and those that guide their movements within
the cosmos. Within phenomena these include such varied things as the
structures for the generation and expression of emotions within human
beings as well as the natural lines along which the butcher’s chopper
passes in order to cleave oxen. In Daoist inner cultivation literature it is
these patterns with which sages accord so that their spontaneous actions
are completely in harmony with the greater forces of the cosmos. Only
after long practice of the apophatic contemplative methods that include
concentrating on one breathing and emptying out the normal contents
of consciousness can the sage be able to accomplish this goal of “taking
no action yet leaving nothing undone.” Thus the concept of i as these
natural guidelines comes to serve as an explanation for why this classical
Daoist dictum is effective in the world.

Finally, the Huainanzi contains the most sophisticated and sustained
usages of the concept of i as the natural patterns and guidelines in the
cosmos arguing that complying with them is the key to a genuinely
contented life.

AHFFLEW T A B T EE A S AR R - B R A
TG #2 5 E AR MR 1T B % A a © R0 58 (8 AH S BRI TP &R - 7258
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Donald Harper & 8%

The Cultural History of the Giant Panda
(Ailuropoda melanoleuca) in Early China

B K BES (Ailuropoda melanoleuca) SUAY 52

Since the 1970s scholars in China have identified mo % as the ancient
name for the giant panda (Ailuropoda melanoleuca). I concur with this
identification and I trace the source of the modern misidentification
of mo as the Malayan tapir (Tapirus indicus) to the article by Jean Pierre
Abel-Rémusat published in 1824. Abel-Rémusat based his identification
on woodblock drawings of the mo depicted as the quadripartite animal
first described by Bo Juyi in the ninth century: elephant trunk, rhinoceros
eyes, cow tail, tiger paws. Xu Shen (ca. 55-ca. 149) in the Shuowen jiezi
compared mo to the bear, as did all descriptions of mo before Bo Juyi. Bo
Juyi’s description reflects new ideas about mo in medieval culture, and
cannot be used as evidence of the animal named mo in early China. As
a consequence of Abel-Rémusat’s mistaken identification — which was
immediately accepted in Western zoology — the word mo lost its original
meaning and became the word for tapir in modern Chinese and Japanese.
Examination of textual and zooarchaeological evidence confirms the giant
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panda as the original referent of mo. Although the tapir inhabited the
region of China in prehistory there is no evidence of the tapir in China
in historical times.

B Effd AU » PR EEH T “3” RKAERH (Ailuropoda
melanoleuca) B g7 % o AR R iE & EHERY - AEZER "7 (EEXK
S8 (Tapirus indicus) B4 M —THARAE > EMERRARIRN 1824 FIEFE
& EHY (Abel-Rémusat) (5T o 3 F DRI E R B A X E
MEREBR BRI AESHNWE—REGRE - BH - 4E - &
B o HZHES DATHELEL > (E— IRl e GRUgF) fn > #E
S HVRENENY - AE S X T i UL BB S 2 > Frld
A R AR B U BIRE 5 IENY) o HHN S VDRI AR R
FaT BN R T TR FE AR LT R R B EE AL H &5 B ok g
MR o ASCE B EM OB & 210 E R  EE R TFIRKIZ
KAESHR AT o SfESRTE SE IR A Hp 3t & B 6 AR5 (BT JEE 52 ISP A
FRE R A B 2R IR B -

Jeffrey Riegel £ %
Curing the Incurable
B rlia#

This paper compares how ancient Chinese sources discussed the causes
and treatment of ailments suffered by the elite. It focuses on the Zuozhuan
account of the long-term illness of Duke Ping of Jin (r. 557-532 B.C.E.)
but contextualizes this passage by introducing as well other examples of
stories—found in transmitted literature as well as in recently excavated
manuscripts—about sick rulers who consulted with a sage in search of
a cure for their troubles. The Zuozhuan passage is also viewed in the
light of the Yin shu, an excavated text written on bamboo strips that is
concerned with the treatment of elite ailments. A comparison of the two
sources suggests that the claim in the Zuozhuan that Duke Ping’s illness

was “incurable” was not simply based on the medical knowledge and
practices of the day.

ST PR T (R S K BRI B E R R TR Y
RLEK - HET T () BT & P4 (ATTAT 557-532 FHERL) 32
RINBHHE > MEELCENEE TR ENTREE—ELE
B AR B (E R SCEAE S AT H R R SCBR - G i #R 2 R AR B
HIRE T E A0 e 1) B2 BOK B R BT - SO (=) BaHT -
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g TR (FIEF) PSR o BHEME A E R LB R -
(ZEE) Boaltr)H BR S VAP R A e R r B - TR A B
iR IR P A B ER AR AT T B R BR AT 1Y o

YAU Shun-chiu jF)IE#!]
The Political Implications of the Minority Policy in the Qin Law
Z Arh A B RIRBORATBGA W%

Among the 190 articles in the so-called “Answers to questions about the
Qin Laws/Statutes” (Falii dawen {£{#%f]) written on bamboo strips
excavated from a tomb at Shuihudi in Yunmeng County, Hubei Province,
the one concerning Qin’s citizenship particularly attracts my attention.
It says: “What is the meaning of a “Xia child’? (A child born of a) father
from a vassal state, and a Qin mother.” (7] [{A]] i E 7?2 REX ~ &R
Z511). In this paper, I argue that this article, which is perhaps surprising
inregard to the patriarchal mentality dominating the Chinese world, can
be explained by the historical, political and military context of the Qin
state in the 3rd Century B.c.E. and by its global strategy of infiltrating
and “nibbling at” its protectorates.

ASCERE AR IE R R QEERER) #3C n] (f) FE 77 B
A~ REEFED o 7 MERIE T ACHEE AR » SE R SCE S A RE
FEE o SR B IERERE A R A DT E W BHE M - R IR R B JEE 5
H SR RPN BN T 85 LUR: 2o 5 ) £ [ LR~ 38 1R 13 ST
HIFT - RREBIRE B AL PR A RS B R H — (8 3= 2R AT - 1t

ERRHEE B EFBR R > SERFEESER A EENE > &
ZEIHE R RS -

Robin D.S. Yates % |||

The Qin Slips and Boards from Well No. 1, Liye, Hunan:
A Brief Introduction to the Qin Qianling County Archives

1R LD « B H - R A BRI R AR R SCE =R

This essay introduces the newly published Qin documents from levels 5,
6, and 8 of Well no. 1, Liye, Hunan province, the ancient Qianling County
of the Qin dynasty, as presented in two 2012 works, Liye Qin jian (yi) BH
ZEf# (&) and Liye Qin jiandu jiaoshi (di yi juan) B HS = fH AR (55 —%),
ed. Chen Wei [#i{&, together with some of the documents on display in the
Liye Qin jian bowuguan (Liye Museum of Qin Slips). It discusses some

https://doi.org/10.1017/50362502800000407 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0362502800000407

xii EARLY CHINA 35—36

of the problems in those two publications, the nature of the documents;
dating issues; military logistics; the Qin legal system as revealed in the
documents, especially those relating to fines and punishments, rewards,
rations for convicts, status distinctions and the purchase of rank, forms
for writing up documents, and Qin ordinances (ling 47); and materials
relating to the religious activities of local officials in Qianling County. It
concludes by offering a speculation on why the documents were thrown
into the well as the Qin dynasty began to crumble.

ASLArAE T I HER GRAGEER) 1 95 5~ 6~ 8 JF I RRIRL
& o 202 FHIRE) CREVEE (F)) RPEELRD CRERZR B0
FB—&)) -~ BERTELCENE RS - 54 AChEE TER
HR 2= i e i Fe L RO R 0 SO » ASCET R 1 i i ofi 25 o R —
SRR - B SCEIEE RETA  ERER G LURGE L SCE T B =
EHEE R o FrRlR T 7B [WIDECEE ~ SFRE D R E B
XHEERER - Za o DUREGERE M T E BHFE0S 8 A BIR SURL -
VEE 2 B LESUE M P AT A LR R (X P S5 P RE R [ (R AT 7 8 -

Marc Kalinowski & 7¢

The Notion of “Shi " and Some Related Terms
in Qin-Han Calendrical Astrology

BB EED R MW R AR EE

The discovery in 1977 at Fuyang (Anhui province) of several mantic
instruments dating from the beginning of Western Han (ca. 165 B.C.E.)
marked a decisive change in modern studies of early Chinese science,
divination, and religion, many of which now regard the shi = as the
material basis for modes of thought in Warring States, Qin, and Han
culture. While the examples of devices discovered to date have provided
a valuable interpretative key to early Chinese schematic cosmography,
the meaning of the term shi remains a source of perplexity as its connota-
tions are imprecise and can vary from one author to the next. Whether
this change is an accurate representation of ideas about the shi in pre-Han
and Han is precisely the issue at stake in the present paper. The follow-
ing conclusions are drawn: (1) the existence during the Han of several
instruments of the shi type no longer permits the use of the term to refer
to a singular and unique device, even though evidence drawn from the
received texts tends to show the contrary; (2) the multiple meanings of
the term shi, as well as the gradual shift between its strict sense as mantic
device (shipan 7\ f#%) and its broad sense as calendrical astrology (shizhan
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) give rise to serious misunderstandings when it is used alone; (3)
since these mantic devices are primarily offshoots of pre-Han and early
Han astrographic and calendrical theories, the patterns and designs that
appear on their surface (shitu z([&) need to be considered within the
larger scope of the spatial representations of calendrical time cycles, of
which the excavated texts and artifacts now offer numerous examples; (4)
the widespread use of the term shi-method (shifa Zi%) in modern studies
when referring to some mantic techniques described in the manuscripts
raises the interesting question of how to delineate boundaries between
the early developments in calendrical astrology and the hemerological
practices in general.

1997 FLMBSGE T T2 HERIR S TR - 8515 TR
FEE - & N RAHBARIERE I FE RIS R E A A - B > (RSB
ERBERF AR SULHTTH - MR A7 5 b TR YR 5 a2
AR EREE - ML - FECSH LR =7 —8i G
b T B R E R P M 2 A B B T 8 am A 2C AR (i T 7 s i e 22
s HEME X E-WRERTEEREYERNACEN T - K
NHZE T E=TFRE A REERAER X7 HEAIE - 150K
AN (1) FE F MRS £R “7 s — R e S N TR - (Hi#
EEH RS ERNFEERY > E—EREEES I EE - 21
FLERR A HEIRFZE o (o) B " E— R RA 2 8k > LHRE
TERIRFE A TR B MELAEREFEEAN X G 2HFEE
HWHENXREAL > AR FE A A0SR A B3 6 38 —HiEE - B
EARERE - ) Fhd NTE » ZETRR X7 HER AR
BRSO EH IR H2RAYED) - T aE] AR R 8 — Eam R R
AR 20 o AT - % X7 AR FE st LA A B AR ~ (B R
(A i R BARY ZE R SRAIEE — B |2 T 55 ML H AV B
SUBRRI R Fe 4R B 7 E BB AR » (9) “2E” — & H i 2 BB
% A A R SR8 ZR T R 7 SRR P P A 228 o T3 (B Bt fe
T —(ETRE - BIANAT T 2 R £ R 40 5 R B — AR R L0 B e
fTE Y ° &2 — A FERAMITRIZRE -
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Michael Loewe & —
Han Yuandi, Reigned 48 to 33 B.c.E. and his Advisors
BATLAT (LATURT 48-33 FEAE(L) R HL A

While Yuandi’s reign is not known as a period of imperial expansion,
discussions of the major questions of the concept of imperial government
and the administrative problems of the day were to be of long-lasting
influence. The views put forward by scholars and officials such as Xiao
Wangzhi, Gong Yu, Wei Xuancheng, Kuang Heng, Liu Xiang and Yi
Feng led the way to the open adoption of Zhou as the ideal which Wang
Mang and subsequent emperors claimed to follow. Yuandi himself
played little part in government; his advisors raised matters of religious
cults, economic practice, the standards of officials, the extravagance of
the palace, relations with non-Han leaders, and the value of holding
outlying parts of the empire.

BE IR B TR RIARA T R — (T B R AR A - (B Rr Bl A By
FEMEL R EREHERERN A - A ERENREER - W
E2 BB BUN - ER - BlR > BEELEEE RE R HAE
B o (1S A IR (R AR R BRI AR RAR o £ 37 R H IR A 277 1D
BRI o T A NERGE LA ELAES « BERN SRR ~ RO
i ~ B HIIRYE - SUERERZIRE - EE AN EERGR > DUk IhiEEE
HIEESFAIRE - AR B E AR A -

Helen Wang T &
A Short History of Chinese Numismatics in European Languages
PSR LA B 8 B2 A ff 52

This paper is a preliminary attempt at a history of the western world’s
interest in Chinese currency and numismatics. It focuses on Western
language publications of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and
pays particular attention to the backgrounds of the authors of those
publications on the grounds that they were the first people to shape the
field in Europe and the USA.

PH 75 AN iR B da 1 AR o B ) B R P B A S 2 AR SO I PR RE 8 1 )
TSR o (FEEE O AEERN ~ 2B/ UHHE AT U D H AR AT
SCRR - FFRFRIERUE AR RIE & R = - KRS 7Y 77 3 o B & AT
PR SR B2 RIGRAT T AR R E MR ER) -
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