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have become politically detached from the  Vatican, it cannot  
and should not be without a providential reason.’ These  essays 
in Christian democracy br ing  u s  back once again to the  pressing 
problem of the morality of means ; to the  primacy of the  moral 
absolute over the political and the utilitarian. I t  is very easy 
to think of political, and even of politico-religious, problems in 
terms of expediency ; hut  it is un-Christian. T h e  withdran-a1 of 
the temporal bulwarks of the  Church may be  intended as a sign 
t h a t  there must  b e  a purification of means. Christianity is sur-  
rounded by politico-religious enemies;  it must  meet them, not 
with their weapon,s, but  ivith its on-11. with charity and with 
fidelity to absolutes. not with violence and  opportunism. If me 
t ry  t o  justify or condone immorality because it \\-ill lead as n-e 
think to  t h e  ad\-antage of the Church. n-e a r e  guilty of immo- 
rality ourselves, and we do a disseri-ice, no: a s e n i c e ,  to  the 
Church. There  may be  a n  immediate temporal adractage-re- 
ligious establishment, or what  not ; but  the ii!timate effect \-;ill 
be disastrous t o  Christianity, and  it is the ultimate effect we 
have t o  think of. T h e  Church thinks in centuries, not in months 
or  years. 

Don Sturzo’s  studies a r e  the  fruit of practical experience (in 
the  Partito Popolare) a s  well as of theory. T h e  present book 
lacks unity and cogency from being a collection of papers  ; but  
there is none the  less a very defi:iite unity in them, for  they all 
deal f rom one aspect or  anoth,or lvith the  essentia!s of Christian 
democracy. They  will be found most  useful i f  taken in con- 
junction with,  and  a s  applications of, some such s ta tement  of 
principle a s  Maritain’s .4ction catlzoliqzre et  act ion p o l i t i p e  ; 
they deal with totalitarianism, with minority problems, colonies, 
the  r ight  to rebel, the  r ights  of the  citizen in t ime of war ,  and 
so on;  sometimes they would be t h e  bettei for  a more com- 
plete survey of t h e  scope of the problem under discussion; 
Christian democracy is not distinguished sufficiently f rom a par- 
liamentary form of government ;  b u t  they a r e  all illuminating 
and stimulating. For the  catholic, totalitarianism is not  prim- 
arily a. political, bu t  a religious, problem ; but  it cannot  be  ade- 
quately understood, still less decided, n i t h o u t  a real understand- 
i n g  of  the  relationship in general  between morality and politics. 
T h a t  is why such a book as this is of value a t  the  present time. 

LE VRAI CHRETIEN EN F.KE DU MOXDE REEL, P a r  Chanoine 
Michel Pfliegler. Tradui t  par  I’AbbC Roblin. (Editions 
Salvator, Mulhouse ; 15 frs.) 

T h e  AbbC Roblin, t ranslator  of this book, says  in his Preface 
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t h a t  he  h a s  iieyer seen ‘ so much new tha t  is t rue  and so much 
t rue  tha t  is nen..’ Canon Pfliegler m u s t  have written with t h e  
shadow of the  S a z i  invasion over Austria. He begins on the  
s t ra in  of Jeremias  : ‘ )Toe, Tl-oe is to  come. . ind God will not  
prevent it as flesh n-ould hav-e it, externally; he does not  want  
to save temples of stone, but  thc human heart.’ 

F r o m  this  he  goes  forn-ard to sugges t  tha t  there h a s  been 
much in the lives of Catholics not fa r  removed from the  at t i tude 
of the J e w  to Nabuchodonosor’s invasion. They w a n t  to de- 
lend forms and external r ights  of the Church. They  have not 
sufliciently examined their 0XL-n conscience to find out  if they 
and their practices trulJ- represent God, and  if the  ‘ invasion ’ 
may not be a good th ing  if it will throw them back into a deeper 
spiritua1i:y. He reflects upon t h e  difference between the  Catho- 
lic doctrines and  the lives of man!. Catholics. T h e  profession is of 
a n  entirely n e v  life. l h e  practice differs little f rom others, a n d  
its failing-s become the grea te r  and more hypocritical by cont ras t  
\\-it11 the profession. Hoa.  many pagans  sincerely think it a duty 
to have iiotliiiig to d o  \\-ith a th ing  so unreal and  containing so 
iiiuch hypocrisy? But if we  had  Life-‘ Life calls t o  life ’-then 
they would come.  

He discusses many aspects of Catholic life in a similarly chal- 
lenging way.  1r-e a t tack other  doctrines of life-but is it with 
understanciiny and s j -mpathy?  Is i t  not orten rather  with a 
iiarron--nii:idednejj that  shocks the sincere p a g a n ?  Do w e  show 
the t rue srrength oi Christianity in o u r  a r t ?  Is not much of 
it taxydry and a dishonour to the ra i th?  Do we not  take  external 
atteiidance at public worship too iiarron.ly a s  the sole tes t  of 
Christianitj-? . . . etc .  . . . etc. . , . 

His criticisms a r e  not simply criticisms. He sugges ts  posi- 
tive reniedies, a Christianity re-understood to be ingraf ted in 
men‘s minds according to their real needs. T h e  book is a call 
t 3  Catho!ic .Actionis;s to inalce sure  that  they set  about  their 
1i-oi-k in die r ight  n-ay! \\.it11 such a n  examination of conscience, 
t rus t ing  to a new life developed in  them rather  t h a n  to argument ,  
protest or political assistance. 

O\-er-statements a r e  almost inevitable in such a b o o k ;  c . g . ,  
‘ T h e  Crusades \\ere a false interpretation of the teaching of 
Christ.’ But  some 1ver-e preached by saints ,  eiicouraged by 
Popes. and in the  natilre of defeasive w a r s  sanctioned by  the  
traditional theology of :he Church.  Again there  is a n  unfortu- 
nate  relapse into use of * Bourgeois ’ a s  a term of reproach and 
criticisin of his ‘ perite religion Ferjonnelle.’ l l - a s  not Saint  
‘Theresa of Lis ieus  a ‘ Bourgeois,’ her religion ‘ personal,’ her 
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adjective ' little ' ?  There is a danger of losing something of 
the necessary perfecting of humility and the ' Inward Man ' in 
the new preaching of Christianity a s  a cultural power. 

In general the book is balanced in spite of such slips. Canon 
Pfliegler is large enough in spirit to be able to criticise con- 
structively. And a s  coming from Austria, which was called till 
recently a Catholic country, it is a lesson of the bitterest prac- 
tical experience. 

FISBAR SYSSOTT, O.P. 

. S O - I ' I C , E S  
POEMS. By F. T. Prince. (Faber and Fabe r ;  j s . )  

Mr. Prince has written an estremely interesting grolip of 
poems. They are interesting because he has those two pre- 
requisites of the poet, a subtle apprehension of fine shades oi  ex- 
perience, and the gift for recording those apprehensions in  
phrases and rhythms which arc not so much a record of the ex- 
perience as a distillation of the experience itself, so that the 
reading of his words is like lifting the stopper from a decanter 
of Burgundy and having before one at  once the whole CBte d'Or. 

I t  is this gift of the poetic phrase that Mr. Prince has most 
strongly developed as,  for instance, here : 

' The copper thunder kept i n  the .;u!k>. flanks of your horse. ' 
There is, however, a defect which is the complement of this  gift 
of subt!e, comprehensive and carefu!l!--articulatec; phrases. 'The 
defect is that such phrases tend to dominate the poem ; the main 
theme of it becomes obscured. The  cure of the poem is not suffi- 
ciently apparent t o  satisfy the mind that the  juxtaposition of all 
these ' jewels five words long ' is valid. I t  is as if  Mr. Prince 
had written a set of Enigma Variations which were not com- 
pletely satisfying in themselves, for the ear continually hungers 
after the lost theme. But no one can read these poems without 
being conscious of the rare quality of the author's experience, 
and without being enriched by the harmonics of that chord to 
which he has been attuned. 

U.F. 

\VHY THE CROSS? By Edivard Leen, C.S.Sp. (Sheed S: 14'ard ; 

XOTRE SEUR LA DOULEUR. By D. V. Fumet. (Editions du 

Fr .  Leen's book 
will serve a t  once a s  spiritual reading for contemplative and 
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Seuil; 12 frs.) 
Two meditations on the problem of pain. 




