
A Call for Papers 

"Politics, Activism, and the History 
of Americas Public Schools" 

A Conference Celebrating the 40th Anniversary of 

The Irony of Early School Reform 
April 12th, 2008 at The University of Pennsylvania 

Upon its publication, Professor Michael B. Katzs The Irony of Early School 
Reform (1968) underscored the possibility of using historical study to shed light 
on the contemporary state of schooling in the United States. This one-day con­
ference aims to bring together emerging and veteran scholars whose work, like 
Irony, excavates the past to expose the present. 

Conference organizers are soliciting papers from younger scholars—graduate 
students and assistant professors in the early stages of their career—whose work 
engages the history of Americas public schools with an eye toward contempo­
rary challenges and debates. The conference program committee will organize 
panels from submitted papers. During these panels, young scholars will have 15 
minutes to present their papers, after which they will be discussed in a rigorous 
yet supportive workshop setting facilitated by a leading expert in the field. 

With generous support from the Carnegie Corporation of New York City, the 
Spencer Foundation, and various departments and programs at the University 
of Pennsylvania, we have been,able to secure the participation of some of the 
most eminent researchers in the history of American Education. We also will 
be able to offer a select group of younger scholars funding to offset travel costs. 
By bringing together junior and senior scholars for a day of critique, encourage­
ment, and shared questioning, we hope to strengthen the community of scholars 
committed to studying the history of American education. 

Submission Deadline: December 8,2007 

Submission Procedures: Please send the 
following information as attachments to 
penn_edconf08@hotmail.com 

• A paper proposal of 350 words that identifies 
the topic, its significance, and preliminary findings 
• A c.v* containing email and mailing addresses 
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Willson, F.M.G. The University ofLondon 1858-1900: The
Politics of Senate and Convocation and Warwick, Andrew.
Masters of Theory: Cambridge and the Rise ofMathematical
Physics, reviewed by Philip Raymont

Wilson, Shannon H. Berea College: An Illustrated History,
reviewed by Philo A. Hutcheson

Woyshner, Christine,]oseph Watras, and Margaret Smith
Crocco (eds.). Social Education in the Twentieth Century:
Curriculum and Context for Citizenship, reviewed by
Jennifer Preisman

Zimmerman, Jonathan. Innocents Abroad: American
Teachers in the American Century, reviewed by Charles
Dorn

113-117

535-538

118-120

539-543
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H I S T O R Y O F E D U C A T I O N S O C I E T Y M E M B E R S H I P F O R M 
(2007) 

/ hereby apply for membership in the History of Education Society. 

New membership for 2007 

Renewed member for 2007 

Memberships begin with the calendar year. Check appropriate fee below. 

Regular Membership, U.S.: $50 

Regular Membership, non-U.S.: $57 surface mail/$70 airmail 

Student Membership, U.S.: $25 

Student Membership, non-U.S.: $32 surface mail/$45 airmail 

Please make checks payable to Blackwell Publishing and mail to: 

Journals Customer Service 
Blackwell Publishing 
3 50 Main Street 
Maiden, MA 02148 

Or sign up/renew by Credit Card (Visa, MasterCard, American Express): 

Call toll free in North America: +1 800 835 6770 or +1 781 388 8206 

or online at http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/memb.asp?ref=0018-

2680&site=l 

Name 

E-Mail 

Address Affiliation 

Phone Fax_ 

Academic Specialty Area 
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(Not Printer)

Blackwell Publishing Inc. 350 Main Street, Malden MA 02148
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Blackwell Publishing Inc. 350 Main Street, Malden, MA 02148
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