
Many of Synis' arguincnts arc clearly 
right, especially his att;icL on the current 
cult of special church coininuiiitics. I t  is 
easy to synipatliisc witli his clccixion. But 
it is surely rdsc to wpposc tliat, for thr 
sake of his intcgrily, tlic real person can 
and sonichow must IK' ~ l i o l l y  separated 
from the rolc that o~ l ic rs  give liini: or to 

assunic that the nianifest unlikelihood ol' 
church rckrni from uitliin rcquirrs H itli- 
d r a ~ a l  froin the church; or to distilis\ 
o r p i i w d  religion as wdi. l.or most 
pcoplc k i n g  in the red. messy world 
dcmands a iiiorc subtle analysis and a 
iiiorc anihivalcnt resolution. 

TONY AKC'IIKR 0. P. 

TEXT AND INTERPRETATION: STUDIES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT PRESENTED 
TO MATTHEW BLACK edited bv E. Bert and R. McL. Wilson. Cambridge University 
Press, London 1979. pp. xv + 268 f 15.00. 

All wlio liavc studied theology o r  
r;itlicr Divinity -- at St Andrew llnivcrsity 
will be glad that lliis Ji.srsc.kri// I ias I>ccn 
presented lo Mattlicw I3lack I ( I  lionour h i s  
scvcntieth birthday. I.or more than twenty 
years until his rcccnt rctircliicnt Iic was  
Principd of St Mary's ('ollcpc i n  St Antl- 
rcws ;IS well as editor 0 1  N c w  l?s/utttcw/ 
Sttrclicx I found him most liclpful in his 
capacity as T. W. Manson's 1itcr;iry cxcc- 
utor. His chief contribulion to Ncu '1'cst;i- 
iiicnt scholarship has, of course, been in 
intertcstaincntal studies and on the sem- 
ilic inllucncc on tlic New lcstaiiicnt. It 
is appropriate, tlicn, that many ol tlic 
contributions to this collcction slioultl 
bc on textual criticism ;ind philology. 
t h e r  include papers by Kurt Aland, 
('. K. Barrctt, Ernest Best, I.. I . .  I%rucc, 
Nils 1)ahl. Joseph I;it7.ineycr, Bruce Met/.- 
gcr, Ilarald Kicscnfcld and It. Mcl.. Wilson. 
Most of these papers arc on detailed tccli- 
nic;il niattcrs whicli will restrict tlic rcadcr- 
ship, and coupled witli tlic price is likely 

prcvcnt tlic Imok k i n g  a I)cst-seller. 
'l'hc niost intercstiny papers tend to bc 
tliosc on Imi;itlcr tlicologicul tlicincs: an 
extension 0 1 .  tlic Son 0 1  Man discussion by 
Morii:i I l ~ t ~ k c r .  ;I brief' investigation of the 
i ) r c \ i i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ) s i t i ~ ~ t i s  involved i n  rcscarcli i n t o  
iiic usc OI' Old 'I cstaiiicnt quotat ions in 
ilic NCH 'Ics1;inient by M a x  Wileox. ilic 
re1:itttmsIiip 1)clwccn Jcsu\; ;ind "thc IiiCFSi- 

anic proplicl\" of' Jowphu'i by I h v i t l  Il i l l ,  
and tlic rclatioii41iip i>l I Iohn : incl  tlic 
o p p o t i c n t b  0 1  t h 1  ;iutlior to tlic 1,'t)urtIi 
(;ospcl 11y K;iyntond l3rt)nm. Nut tlicn a 
I iiiip t r  c( In I ribu t i o n  to Ncu Tost aiiicnt 
scliiilarsliip 1)ut ii collection ot' sonic in t -  
crcstinp papers a n d  a notablc trihutc to 
M:itthcu 131;ick'\ inv;ilual)lc uork  in :I long 
carcci. I \Iioiild ;idd that  tlicrc is also a 
1)il~liogr;ipli) 01 I'rol'cswr Black's uritings 
I r o n )  196% to 1977 nliich supplcnicnts thc 
list i n  Y~oic~.\runic~ririi~u ( ' I  Scviriric.u. cditcd 
by I .  .. 1 . .  I.llis and M. Wilcox, I<dinbugh 
1969. 

(;I:OII~KI~.Y TUKNI<R 

RICH CHRISTIANS IN A N  AGE OF HUNGER by Ronald J. Sider. Hodder paperback. 
(copyright 1977 by Inter-Vanity Christian Fellowship of USA) f 1 .W. 

It  is p;iradoxical that wliilc niany individ- 
ual cvangclicals have s h w n  grrat practical 
concern for the rciiioval ol' social ahuscs, 
evangelicdisni has not found it easy to devcl- 
op a rationale for Y'liristian' action in the 
'sccular' splicrs. I<vangclical social rcfomicrs 
may have ]?/I a congrucncc bctivccn their 
faith and lhcir soci;il programnics: thcy liavc 
1i:irdly tlicologiscd :ihoul that congruence; nor 
have tlicy, for all their attacks on particular 
ahuscs, drvcloped a thcological position Croni 
which onr could niakc ;in overall criticism of 
the sort or socicty which lolcrates slavery, 

cltild lahour clc. 
In rcccnt decades, however, several cvan- 

gclicals have hccn kconling dissatisfied witli 
an understanding of the gospel which fails to 
scc an intrinsic connection hctwc.cn good news 
and just society. I t  rc rns  that Ronald J .  Sidcr 
is one o f  tlicsc. 

There arc thrcc parts to his book: an analy- 
sis, witli easily-prcscnted statistical tables, of 
the economic iinhalancc between richer and 
poorer countries (and between the richer and 
poorer sections of' many countries). I'articul- 
arly startling are the ligurcs on dcvclopiiicnl 
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a i d  t.ron1 the various developed countries as a 
percentape of thcir rrspcctivc GNP: they arc 
startling not only because of the tiny pitt;incc 
which the brncvolent rich deign to dole out, 
but because thcy indicate the slcndcr perccnt- 
age of !her aid which goes to thc poorcst 
countries because of the arbitrary nature of 
the choice of recipients. 

Part 2, which the author secs as the most 
important, givcs ‘A Biblical pcrspcctive on the 
poor and posscssions’; the biblical data are 
taken very much at thcir face value, as one 
would cxpcct from a conservative evangelical; 
but they’re a l s o  takcn seriously, without the 
sort o l  explaining away which evangelicals 
who arc conservative normally icsorl to. 1:or 
instance, the jubilcc principlc’ as in Lev. 2 5 :  
10-24, whereby Cod ... gave his pcople a law 
which would cqualizc land owncrship every 
fifty years’ is pointed out as an jnstitution 
(whcthcr historically rcaliz.cd or n o t )  which 
flies in the face of unliinitcd-and-irrcvcrsible- 
profit-motive economics. 

Thc chapter in which the jubilee principle 
is discussed reveals a certain problem which 
cvangelicals tend to have about Church and 
World and the relating of biblical ethics to 
modern life: given that the Church is thc new 
peoplc of God; do biblical laws apply to the 
human community at l a i c ?  Are Christians 
to practise justice mcrcly within the Church 
(that wouldn’t be bad for  starters ... ), OT arc 

thcy to insist on i ts practice IliruugJiout the 
‘secular’ uorld? Catholics may bo pus~ltd 
that such a problcin ariscs for cvangclica~s, 
but in fact i t  docs. (And of course there arc 
plenty of <‘athtdics who will roundly :tsscrl 
that polt~ics and relieion don’t mix - cxcrpl 
where specific issues like abortion or dcnoin. 
inational schooling arc on the agenda.) Sider’s 
answer in his last chapter is to point 0111 I h J l  
‘the biblical authors did not hesitate to apply 
revealed nurrns t o  _._ sttcictics outside he 
people o f  God’. And ‘social structures do 
exert a powerful influcncc on saint and sinner 
alike’. Therelore, ‘Christians ... should cxercis 
political intlucncc to implerncnt change in 
society at large’. (p. 180) 

The third part of the book, I’rom which 
those questions arc takcn, contains various 
suggestions f o r  Christian rcsponsc l o  he 
economic and biblical data presented in parts 
1 and 2. There is a stress on the Church be- 
coming much more visibly a community, with 
the rncmbers supporting cach olhcr in a thrust 
towards a simpler life-stylc. And tlicrc is a list 
o l  American (and. in an appendix, British) 
pressure-groups which work for non-violent 
change in national and intcrnationA structurcs. 

The author is not a marxist, though he’s 
not out to labour that point. But  the implica- 
tions of this book are rcvolutionary - for the 
Church and lor the world at largc. 

COLIN CARR O.P. 

A HISTORY OF AFRICAN CHRISTIANITY 1950-1975 by Adrian Hasti-. Cambridge 
University Press. f 15.00 and paperback f4.95. 

Adrian Hasting’ distinguished history 
of  African Christianity covers Catholicism, 
Protestantism and Independency south of 
the Sahara since 1950. After a penetrating 
survcy of the predominantly colonial 
Africa of 1950, he divides thc dissolution 
of that Africa into three periods: 1951-58, 
1959-66, and 1967-75. Hc discusses the 
history of these periods in terms of separ- 
ate sections on Church and State, the His- 
toric Churches, and African Independcncy. 
So much has happened in Africa in thc 
past thirty ycars that it is hardly surprising 
if he occasionally sounds out of breath, 
but his style is iucid,his approach eirenical, 
and his bibliographical support immense. 
Thc inevitably compact, episodic treat- 
ment is bound to lcave room for argumcnt 
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about specific cases: his various tcferences 
to the Bantu Catholic Jamaa movement in 
Zaire, for example, don’t leave quite the 
Same impression as one might obtain from 
“illy de Craemer’s fascinating 7”he JomM 
and the Church (1977) - which, of course, 
he has read. But overall, this is a brilliantly 
designed picture of change, decay and 
growth. His broad outline of what has hap- 
pened stresses the expansion of ‘village 
Christianity’ in contrast to ‘mission 
Christiantiy’, and the declining importancc 
of African Independency as an alternative 
to the mission churches. With this has 
gone a shift, taking Africa as a whole, in 
the CatholicProtestant balance. in favour 
of Catholicism, and this not just in num- 
bers, but in terms of intellectual and polit- 
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