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Breed Predispositions to Disease in Dogs
and Cats

A Gough and A Thomas (2004). Published by Blackwell
Publishing Ltd, 9600 Garsington Road, Oxford OX4 2DQ,
UK. 248 pp. Paperback (ISBN | 4051 0748 0). Price £32.50.

This book begins with a short, but concise, discussion of
basic genetics, which is certainly adequate. There then
follows, in Part 1, an alphabetical list of dog breeds and
their predispositions to diseases, which are listed according
to the body system they affect. This is then followed in Part
II by a similar alphabetical list of cat breeds and the diseases
to which they are predisposed, again listed according to the
body system affected. Although the list of dog breeds is
extensive, it doesn’t seem to be totally comprehensive and
certainly some of the breeds recognised by the Kennel Club
in the UK have been omitted. I’'m not really in a position to
comment on how comprehensive the list of cat breeds is.
The final part, Part I1I, of the book contains a series of short,
concise summaries of the diseases that are mentioned in the
earlier two sections.

Like other books designed to provide similar information,
this book suffers from not comprehensively indicating how
prevalent the conditions are in those breeds where they have
been described. This can’t be seen as a criticism because,
for the most part, the data do not exist to allow prevalences
to be determined. However, this is the first such book I have
seen that begins to address this weakness. Where available,
data on the relative risks and the ratio of the risk of the
disease occurring in the breed to the risk of the disease
occurring in the general population have been included,
although I would personally have liked to see a better refer-
encing system that told me where these data had been
obtained. My only major criticism is that I thought that the
book should have a better indexing system. It is fine if you
use the book starting from a particular breed, but if you
want to use it to find information about a particular disease,
then it can be time consuming and frustrating to search
through the final section. A better indexing of this section
would have allowed the reader to go directly to the informa-
tion summary on a particular disease.

As stated in the Introduction, the book’s main utility will be
to veterinary surgeons and this is clearly the group to which
the information in the book is aimed. I think that this book
will be of great benefit to the veterinary surgeon and I
would certainly recommend all vets to purchase a copy, if
they haven’t done so already. I am less convinced about the
value of such books, not just this one, to the general dog
breeder and owner. The extensive lists of conditions
assigned to certain breeds can be on the one hand confusing
and on the other extremely worrying. Without data on breed
prevalences, which for most conditions do not exist, it is
difficult for breeders and owners to make sense of this infor-
mation and make their own priorities with regard to the
various breed predispositions.

A number of diseases listed in this book are increasingly
imposing disease burdens on affected breeds and pose a real

challenge to breeders to control their spread through
selective breeding programmes. Of course, in order for
breeders to impose such selection they need to have
accurate diagnoses of any dogs that might be considered as
potential parents. This book will certainly be of help in
directing veterinary surgeons to the required diagnoses.

In summary, I think this is a very useful book that will be of
great value to the veterinary surgeon faced with dogs and
cats presenting with a particular set of symptoms.

Jeff Sampson
The Kennel Club, UK

BSAVA Manual of Reptiles (Second Edition)

Edited by SJ Girdling and P Raito (2004). Published by
Blackwell Publishing Ltd, 9600 Garsington Road, Oxford
OX4 2DQ, UK. 350 pp. Paperback (ISBN 0 90521 475 7).
Price £89.00.

Reptiles are becoming increasingly popular pets. According
to a survey carried out by the American Pet Product
Manufacturing Association the number of reptile-owning
households in the USA has risen to 3.9 million in 2000; a
44% increase since 1998. Comparable figures are not
available for the UK; however, the 49% increase between
2001 and 2002 in reptiles arriving at the Animal Reception
Centre, Heathrow Airport, most of which are destined for
the pet trade, indicates a similar trend (RSPCA 2004). This
taxon, however, is not routinely covered during the training
of veterinary surgeons, and general practitioners often feel
ill-equipped to take on the challenge of treating this diverse
and fascinating group of animals. The BSAVA (British
Small Animal Veterinary Association) Manual of Reptiles
seeks to bridge this knowledge gap and provide a user-
friendly guide to reptile medicine and surgery.

Many will be familiar with the first edition of the manual
published in 1992. In the last decade considerable
advances have been made, particularly in the fields of
diagnostics, surgery, nutrition and infectious disease. This
is reflected in the completely upgraded second edition,
which includes the addition of new chapters on these
topics. One of the most noticeable differences between the
editions is the abundance of colour photographs incorpo-
rated throughout the text in the second edition. These are
particularly welcomed in the chapters on endoscopy,
surgery and parasitology.

The 24 chapters are written by 28 authors from both the UK
and USA. Most of the authors are directly involved in
reptile clinical practice. This personal experience shows
through in the text and is one of the main strengths of the
manual. However, as with many multi-author texts, overlap
between subjects covered in the different chapters is
common and there are some minor inconsistencies and
differences in opinion (eg what is the optimal composition
of electrolyte solutions used for fluid therapy). For the most
part the editors have done a good job at cross referencing
where overlap occurs.

The manual is divided into three parts, the first of which
deals with husbandry, welfare, nutrition and breeding. This
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