International
Political Science

1985 World Congress of the
International Political
Science Association

Francesco Kjellberg, program chairperson
for the 13th World Congress of the Inter-
national Political Science Association,
has solicited suggestions from national
associations for topics and sections for
the July 1985 IPSA meeting. Although
the formal deadline for submitting pro-
posals within the framework described
below is May 15, 1983, program com-
mittee member Philip Converse, has said
that suggestions received slightly after
that date may be considered. APSA
members are welcome to submit pro-
posals to the program chairperson or to
the appropriate subtheme consultant.

The formal call for proposals from Kjell-
berg is reprinted below. The IPSA con-
gress will be held in Paris.

Call for Proposals

1. This memorandum outlines the basic

organizational structure and the main
theme of the program for the 13th IPSA
World Congress in Paris, July 1985. It is
the result of considerations and final ap-
proval by the program committee and the
IPSA executive committee in January
1983. A list of the members of the pro-
gram committee is attached.

The national associations are invited to
submit suggestions for topics/sections
with names of conveners, within the
structure outlined in this memorandum.
The deadline for submitting proposals is
May 15, 1983. It will not be possible to
include all of them, but they will widen
the range of proposals from which a final
choice will be made.

2. As in previous congresses, the pro-
gram will be subdivided into three parts:
I. Main theme; ll. Sessions of the re-
search committees and study groups;
and lll. Special meetings.

It is generally felt that the congresses

have become too. fragmented and the
sessions too numerous. One might argue
that the greater the number of sessions,
the more people can be actively involved
as papergivers or discussants, and the
broader the range of interests that can be
accommodated. However, there are also
some definite drawbacks in having a very
large number of sessions. Apart from the
organizational problems, which may be
serious enough, there is a danger that the
congress will get a flavor of intellectual
potpourri, and that several sessions will
end up with only a few participants.

Accordingly, the program committee has
decided to limit the total number of ses-
sions to approximately 170. For the main
theme, the content of which is outlined
under point 3 below, it is suggested that
24 topics/sections be included, each of
2-3 sessions, totalling about 60 ses-
sions. For the research committees and
study groups the number of sessions is
given, since they are entitled to two ses-
sions and one session each respectively.
With regard to special meetings, these
will be limited to 30-35 sessions, partly
because of the increasing importance of
the research committees and study
groups and partly in order to reserve the
largest share of the sessions to the main
theme of the Congress.

Adding to this a few plenary sessions and
a limited number of sessions on French
political science and French politics, we
arrive at the following basic format of the
program:

Main themes 60 sessions
(4 subthemes X 6 sections
X 2% sessions average)
Research Committees 42 sessions
Study Groups 20 sessions

Special Meetings 30-35 sessions
(normally 1 session, but
with possible exceptions)

Subtheme sessions 4 sessions
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5-6 sessions
2 sessions

French politics
Interdisciplinary sessions

Total: {approximately) 170 sessions

3. The goal of the program committee is
to balance attempts to provide intellec-
tual focus with efforts to accommodate
special interests and to maximize active
participation. Moving in this direction, it
has been decided to develop one main
theme that is broad enough to be sub-
divided into a set of subthemes. This will
give the program both a common focus
and a fairly rich range of topics, accom-
modating the interests of the various
subfields in political science.

The recent IPSA Congresses have taken
a broad view of the discipline, concen-
trating on the peripheral areas around the
core structures of government. IPSA
both leads and reflects developments in
political science. It seems appropriate at
this stage of its development, to make
government and the institutions of public
control, the central focus of the con-
gress. This is in tune with a major trend in
our discipline, namely the return to in-
stitutional aspects and to the substance
of governmental activity, integrating the
lessons from the behavioral approach and
our interdisciplinary forays. On the basis
of these considerations, the following
main theme has been adopted for the
Paris Congress: The Changing State and
Its Interaction with National and Inter-
national Society.

The aim will be to discuss various con-
ceptions, empirical findings and analyti-
cal approaches to changing patterns of
government and to dynamics of public
policy. As far as possible this should be
cast in a comparative mold, confronting
the various experiences in different coun-
tries. Emphasis should also be put on the
historical dimension, trying to illuminate
the presence of the past in the present,
both in connection with institutions and
policies.

Under this general heading four sub-
themes have been selected:

I. State and Government in Recent
Political Theory.

. The Changing Structure of the Gov-
ernmental Apparatus.

Ill. Comparative Public Policy and Gov-
ernmental Actions.
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IV. Global Problems: Challenges to the
State.

The four subthemes reflect, by and large,
the conventional division into subfields in
political science. An effort will be made,
however, to combine various specializa-
tions within each subtheme. For in-
stance, issues of international politics,
apart from being dealt with under sub-
theme IV, will in part be included under
the other subthemes. Likewise, the pro-
gram committee will try to integrate into
this framework issues of political devel-
opment, avoiding the definition of the
Third World as a separate category.

Each subtheme will include on average
six topic areas, i.e., sections comprising
two to three sessions. Each section will
be the responsibility of a convener, who
must adhere to specified guidelines and
deadlines. They must cooperate closely
with the program chairperson and the
IPSA secretariat.

The national associations (IPSA’s collec-
tive members) are invited to make sug-
gestions regarding both topics for the
sections and conveners. It will be appre-
ciated that not all the suggestions can
possibly be included in the final program.
Both the limitation on the number of ses-
sions and the need to attain a reasonable
regional balance make this unfeasible.
But through this invitation, the program
committee wishes to widen the range of
proposals from which the final choice will
be made.

To assist the program chairperson in
working out a more detailed program
along these lines, the program committee
has appointed the following colleagues to
act as consultants for the four sub-
themes:

Prof. Bhikhu K. Parekh subtheme |
Prof. Jerzy J. Wiatr subtheme il
Prof. Jean-Louis Quermonne subtheme iit
Prof. Kal J. Holsti subtheme IV

The suggestions can be sent either to the
program chairperson or to the consultant
of the subtheme under which the section
is to be considered.

4. As in previous congresses, the spe-
cial meetings (i.e., the third part of the
program) will serve a variety of purposes.
To some extent they will provide an op-
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portunity to expose intellectual interests
and particular concerns that cannot be
accommodated within the framework of
the main theme of the congress.

In addition, the special meetings should
provide a forum for the trying out of new
approaches and act as arenas for at-
tempts at expanding the research frontier
in all fields.

To achieve their coordination with the
rest of the program, they will be under
the purview of the program chairperson.
A general announcement about the spe-
cial meetings will be made in the IPSA
newsletter, Participation, with deadline
for proposals in 1984, making it possible
to consider a broadest possible range of
interests.

Interational Political Science
Association
Program Committee, 1982-1985

Francesco Kjellberg, Chairperson/Direc-
teur, Institute of Political Science, Uni-
versity of Oslo, Box 1097, Blindern, Oslo
3, Norway.

Jerzy J. Wiatr (Consultant Subtheme 1},
Vice-Chairperson, Faculty of Social Sci-
ence, University of Warsaw, Nowy Swiat
69,00-330, Warsaw, Poland.

Philip E. Converse, Center for Political
Studies, Institute for Social Research,
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich-
igan 48104, USA.

Daniel Frei, Politische Wissenschaft, Uni-
versitat Zurich, Munstergasse 9, Ch-
8001 Zurich, Switzerland.

Katl J. Holsti {(Consultant Subtheme V),
Department of Political Science, Univer-
sity of British Columbia, Vancouver,

B.C., V6T 1W5 Canada (before June 15,
1983: please mail to the program chair-
person).

Serge Hurtig, Fondation nationale de sci-
ence politique, 27, Rue Saint Guillaume,
Paris 756341, Cedex 07, France.

Seymour Martin Lipset, Department of
Political Science, Stanford University,
Stanford, California 94305, USA.

Kinhide Mushakoji, United Nations Uni-
versity, Toho Seimeu Building, Shibnya
Zchome, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo, Japan.

Guillermo O’Donnell, JUPERJ, Rua da
Matriz, 82, 22260 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Bhikhu K. Parekh (Consultant Subtheme
1), Vice-Chancellor, University of Baroda,
Baroda {Gujerat), India.

Georgii Shakhnazarov, Sovjet Political
Science Association, Institute of State
and Law, Frunze 10, Moscow 119841,
USSR.

Rudolf Wildenmann, Instituto Universi-
tario Europeo, Badia Fiesolana, Via dei
Roccettini, 50016 S. Domenico di
Fiesole {Fl), Italy.

Ex Officio Members:

Klaus von Beyme (IPSA President), In-
stitut fur Politische Wissenschaft, Uni-
versitat Heidelberg, Marstallstrasse 6,
6900 Heidelberg 1, West Germany.

John Trent (IPSA Secretary-General),
IPSA Secretariat, c/o University of Ot-
tawa, Ottawa K1N 6N5 Canada.

Jean-Louis Quermonne (Consultant Sub-
theme IHl), Fondation nationale de science
politique, 27, rue Saint Guillaume, Paris
75341, Cedex 07, France.
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