serious discussion of the nature and
implications of God-talk; nothing of
significance is said about the terms ‘evid-
ence’, ‘agency’, ‘intention’, ‘inference’,
‘causation’, ‘fact’ and ‘interpretation’. In
the last chapter of the book Ashe suggests
that “The source of all exceptions in
nature is a hierarchy of Mind above our
limited brains: not physically above, but
in the structure of what is sometimes called
Inner Space . . . perhaps a more miracul-

MIRACLE by Des Hickey. and Gus Smith

I fully expected to find this book an-
noying and generally unsatisfactory, an-
other example of the journalistic, anec-
dotal piety that is currently so popular. By
and large, my expectations were justified,
except that I enjoyed most of the book
though it is hardly an exceptional piece
of writing and I cannot imagine it going
into more than one paperback edition.

Miracle is an account of events leading
to the canonization of John Ogilvie in
1976. Naturally, it concentrates on the
family history of John Fagan, whose rec-
overy from what seems to have been can-
cer led to the process of canonization. The
authors write in a novelistic style, but, in
spite of occasional hints of commitment
on their part, they appear to present their
record in a suitably impartial manner. The
reader is certainly not badgered into ac-
cepting any particular theological view,
and hostile opinions about the canoniza-
tion, opinions like those of Robert Kerno-
han and William Barclay, are duly reported.

Taking the book merely as a record of

ous life implies humans in better sexusl
balance with the feminine enjoying its
proper freedom. Conversely, if society
progresses in that direction, we may hope
to see the miraculous quietly expanding
and flourishing.” (pp. 190, 198) What is
one to say to this? Only, perhaps, that if
anyone can make sense of it the age
of miracles is not yet dead.

BRIAN DAVIES OPF.
. Hodder & Stoughton, 1978. pp. 172 £4.50.

events, and passing over the fact that its
character presentation is extremely colous
less, I would offer only two major critic:
isms. First, the account is too long and by
Chapter 20 or thereabouts has becoms
rather stale. It is interesting to read about
the background of the Fagans and the
problems of the Postulator General, but
do we need to know about the luncheon
arrangements at the Scots College on the
day of the canonization? Secondly, like
so many of its kind, the book is marred by
a complete absence of source references.
There are general acknowledgements s
the end, and there is also a meagre bibli
ography; but that is not enough. Presum
ably, source references would be hard to
provide for many of the events and state«
ments recorded in the book; but they
could surely have been supplied in Chap-
ters 3 and 4 where we are given an account
of Ogilvie himself, together with reports of
his trial and execution.

BRIAN DAVIES 0P

CHURCH, PAPACY, AND SCHISM by Philip Sherrard. SPCK, London, 1978. pp. 1"

£2.95 paperback.

With the official commission now est-
ablished, which is to explore the theolog-
jcal differences between the Orthodox
Church and the Catholic Church that con-
tinue to keep us apart, a book like this
must be taken as a contribution to settling
the agenda. The author, formerly of the
British School at Athens, writes from an
intransigent Greek Orthodox point of
view. He contrasts ‘the patristic concep-
tion of the Church’ and ‘the official Rom-
an doctrine of the Church’. The former is
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beautifully portrayed and assumed to be
alive and well in the Orthodox Church
except for ‘“‘certain untoward actions ani
utterances of the  Constantinopolital
patriarch in recent years”. A footnot
specifies the creation of titular bishopt
but the ecumenical spirit of Athenagom
is more likely to be the real target. Tht
Roman doctrine of the Church, on th
other hand, turns out to be an eloquent
if not altogether accurate, presentation ol
neo-ultramontanist ecclesiology. Mr Sher
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