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(p- 2). He faithfully and accurately repeats the Christological interpretation of key
biblical texts that were often cited by Anti-Trinitarian heretics, but goes even
further: his ‘famous analogy of the mind, word, and breath’ (p. 42) explores the
distinct personhoods of the Trinity by likening ‘“fatherhood’, ‘sonship’ and ‘proces-
sion’ as distinct properties of a single ‘mind’ that explain, in terms accessible to
readers, how all three must be one and also must be distinct. Zinoviy also produced
his ‘most original’ defence of the Trinity in the ‘analogy of “tools and products™
(pp- g1—2): if ‘the Arians understood Christ to be a mere instrument necessary for
creating the world, then Christ should be considered on the same level as “tools™’.
And if so, then he must be lesser than creation, which is nonsense’ (p. §2). For
Lytvynenko and Shpakovskiy, these analogies (and much else besides) are exam-
ples of Zinoviy’s ‘high rhetoric and fine argumentation’. They are also an indicator
that East Slavic culture was less ‘silent’ than has been thought.

Many of the words the editors use to describe Zinoviy and his writings apply
equally to them. This book is ‘masterful’, ‘erudite’ and ‘encyclopedic’. There
are, to be sure, some things one might quibble with (‘Great Novgorod’, unneces-
sary translations of the titles of secondary sources in the notes, ‘Nazianzus’ or “The
Theologian’, and whatever ‘Episodes’ are). And there is some unscrutinised old
thinking about the Judaizers and the Third Rome theory. But these are not very
important against the backdrop of a book that effectively supplies a manual for
how to produce a modern text edition.

Publishing and analysing theological sources are the best ways to continue the
discussion over the ‘silence’ of the Orthodox East. Doing so may not lead to the
discovery of a medieval Slavic ‘Abelard’ or fully counterbalance the harm done
by Chaadaev’s sweeping condemnations. But it will help elucidate and reappraise
upwards East Slavic Orthodox intellectual culture — one source and one author at
a time.
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Edit Szegedi has provided a valuable account of Anti-Trinitarianism in the

Transylvanian principality during the second half of the sixteenth century. Using

a wide range of manuscript and printed sources, Szegedi pieces together the

Anti-Trinitarian struggle to pursue worship of the one true God in Transylvania.

Szegedi explores with admirable clarity the complex ideas put forward by different

Anti-Trinitarian preachers. She also situates the evolving character of the Anti-

Trinitarian Church within the shifting politics of Transylvania. Sixteenth-century

Transylvanian Anti-Trinitarians left a legacy without parallel elsewhere in

Europe. Anti-Trinitarians were able to secure legal recognition for a Unitarian
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Church that has endured to the present day. However, as Szegedi argues, this
undoubted achievement does not really match the expansive vision of early refor-
mers. Anti-Trinitarians did not merely seek to set up a local institution but to
reform Christian religion on biblical foundations. However, even this goal did
not encompass the ambition of some thinkers who sought to reconcile Anti-
Trinitarian Christianity with other monotheistic religions. These ideals were not
abstract visions pursued in isolation by individual intellectuals but related to
debates about religious life in Transylvanian communities. Nor were these ideals
entirely abandoned within the Unitarian tradition in Transylvania, not least
among Sabbatarians who attempted to combine Jewish and Christian religious
practices.

Transylvania’s Anti-Trinitarian tradition emerged from theological debates
between Reformed preachers and writers in the 1560s. The ruling prince, Janos
Zsigmond Szapolyai, offered vital support that encouraged the Anti-Trinitarian
movement. Transylvania in the late 1560s and early 1570s became a centre of
radical theological inquiry. Alongside domestic voices, exiles were drawn to
Transylvania to preach and teach. Debate among reformers centred on different
understandings about the person, character and authority of Christ. Was Christ
best understood as a spiritual teacher or should Christ be worshipped, adored
and invoked in prayer? Internal divisions reflected a lively culture of biblical
inquiry but also posed a severe risk to the Anti-Trinitarian cause. A central
theme of Szegedi’s book is tracing the evolution of laws on religious rights as
agreed by Transylvania’s diet. In 1568 all ministers who preached their under-
standing of the word of God were granted legal protection. The effect of this pro-
vision offered rights to Anti-Trinitarian, Lutheran and Reformed preachers, but
maintained an earlier ban against Catholic priests (who were deemed not to
preach the Gospel). After the death of Janos Zsigmond Szapolyai, restrictions
were introduced under the new prince Istvan Bathory (who was also elected
king of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth). Existing churches and ministers
were told not to indulge in any doctrinal innovation. In practice, this law was pri-
marily directed against non-adorantist Anti-Trinitarianism. Szegedi provides very
detailed analysis of the legal context of Anti-Trinitarianism from the 1560s as a
‘nameless’ religion. The legal position of the Church can only be inferred from
the text of laws until 1595. Then, the diet clarified that Transylvania had four
legal or received religions (described as Catholic or Roman, Lutheran, Calvinist
and Arian).

The career of Ferenc David (or Franz Hertel) is also prominent in Szegedi’s
account. David was raised a Catholic in the town of Cluj. By the 1540s he was a
Lutheran preacher and returned to Cluj to become superintendent of the
Transylvanian Hungarian-speaking Lutheran Church (the German-speaking
Saxon Church had a separate superintendent). For David, as for many in the
elite of Cluj, speaking both German and Hungarian was a part of their identity.
David straddled the reception of religious ideas in different linguistic communi-
ties, and by the early 1560s he had embraced Reformed religion and was superin-
tendent of the largely Hungarian-speaking Reformed Church. In the mid-1560s
David began to question the biblical basis for orthodox Trinitarianism, and his
voice was certainly significant as Anti-Trinitarianism came to dominate religious
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life in Cluj. Szegedi focuses on the remarkable urban Reformation in Cluj. The
town became a refuge for thinkers such as Jacobus Palaeologus, who was
engaged in a search for a syncretism of monotheistic religions. From German
Reformed backgrounds, Adam Neuser and Matthias Vehe-Glirius also moved to
live and teach in Cluj. Vehe-Glirius published a work on the knowledge of God
that combined Jewish and Anti-Trinitarian ideas and literature.

Debates and disputes continued to bubble up among different Anti-Trinitarian
writers and preachers about the nature of Christ and about whether the invocation
of Christ detracted from the true worship of God. However, in 1578 the law against
theological innovation was renewed and the city council of Cluj expelled Vehe-
Glirius. In June 1579 David was questioned about whether he accepted non-ador-
antism and had therefore broken the law against theological innovation. David
died while in prison, and Giorgio Biandrata drew up an adorantist creed for the
Anti-Trinitarian Church. The church superintendents Demeter Hunyadi and
Gyorgy Enyedi then worked to legitimise this adorantist Anti-Trinitarianism as a
Church operating within Transylvania’s laws. More radical Sabbatarian voices
were not formally expelled from the Unitarian Church until 1606. Szegedi
indeed argues that the real winner from the confessional politics of this period
was the Reformed Church. She traces how the small Reformed community in
Cluj was able to secure control of the former Dominican church (then vacant).
In challenging Unitarians in Cluj and elsewhere, the Reformed were quick to
deploy the charge of Sabbatarianism to discredit their rivals. While the
Unitarian Church maintained its legal rights as a received religion during the
seventeenth century, as Szegedi writes the Reformed Church was fast becoming
the first among equals in the practice of Transylvanian religious politics.
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Gary Waite’s book is the first volume in the recently launched series Anabaptism and

Mennonite Studies from Pandora Press, now based in Thunder Bay, Ontario. Waite,

who is professor emeritus in the department of history at the University of New

Brunswick, has been involved in ‘Amsterdamnified!’, a research programme

begun in 2015 which has contributed significantly to our understanding of how

heterodox religious groups in seventeenth-century England influenced religious
discourse on the eve of the Enlightenment. The present volume builds on that
research and extends Waite’s already impressive previous work on religious move-
ments and figures of especially the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. That body
of work includes significant contributions to understanding heresy and witchcraft
(and witch-hunting) as well as the inconsistent development of religious diversity.
Much of Waite’s work focuses on these and other matters by way of studying
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