
W I L L I A M W A L K E R SWANSON (1879-1950) 

W I L L I A M WALKER SWANSON, M.A., Ph.D., Professor Emeri tus and second 

Head of the Depar tment of Economics in the University of Saskatchewan, 
died at his home in Saskatoon on July 21 , 1950. 

The late Dr. Swanson was born in Ontario. H e was a graduate of Queen's 
University, Kingston, and completed his postgraduate work at the University 
of Chicago. In 1916 he became H e a d of the Depar tment of Economics at the 
University of Saskatchewan, which post he held till his ret irement in 1945. 

During a period of twenty-nine years Dr. Swanson pursued his work with 
zest and colourful vigour. His gifts were in the rhetorical tradit ion and he 
wrote and spoke with equal facility. His desk, piled high wi th letters, 
periodicals, and pamphlets , was witness to his wide range of interests and to 
his extensive contacts. 

His services were utilized by the provincial and the federal Governments, 
notably in 1929 as chairman of a provincial Royal Commission on Immi­
gration, and in 1930 when he accompanied the Prime Minister, the Hon. 
R. R. Rennett, to London, England, as one of the economic advisers on mat­
ters of t rading relations. 

In his last years he suffered a long and powerful affliction which he bore 
wi th defiant fortitude. To the very end he maintained an active interest in 
literature, economics, and international affairs. H e is survived by his widow 
and three daughters. [G. W. S.] 
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B. Articles and Addresses 

"The Crisis of 1860 and the First Issue of Clearing-House Certificates" (Journal of 
Political Economy, Feb. and April, 1908). 

"Canadian Bank Inspection" (Queens Quarterly, Oct., 1912). 
"Taxation of Land Values" (Canadian Courier, Dec. 21, 1912). 
"The People and the Bank Act" (ibid., Feb. 8, 1913). 
"Government Loans to Farmers" (ibid., March 8, 1913). 
"Population and Prosperity" (ibid., June 14, 1913). 
"Co-operation in Canada" (ibid., Feb. 7, 1914). 
"United Farmers of Ontario" (ibid., April 18, 1914). 
"The Living Wage" (ibid., May 2, 1914). 
"Present Problems in Canadian Banking" (American Economic Review, June, 1914). 
"Paper Money Issues" (Journal of the Canadian Bankers' Association, Jan., 1915). 
"London and New York as Financial Centres" (ibid., April, 1915). 
"Financial Power of the Empire" (Queens Quarterly, April-June, 1915). 
"Economic Aspects of War—Part 2: Foreign Trade and Exchange" (Economic 

Bulletin, Queen's University, 1916). 
"Bank Mergers in Canada" (Free Press, Oct., 1916). 
"Some Methods for Securing Industrial Peace" (Journal of the Canadian Bankers' 

Association, Jan., 1917). 
"Studying Our New Canadians: The Ukrainians" (Canadian Courier, Jan. 27, 

1917). 
"The Creation, Management, and Distribution of the Surplus" (Journal of Commerce, 

April, 1917). 
"Economic Aspects of Life Insurance" (Economic World, Sept. 11, 1917). 
"War Prices and Demand and Supply" (Journal of Commerce, Oct. 16, 1917). 
"Canadian Labour as Affected by the War" (Canadian Magazine, March, 1918). 
"Life Insurance and Social Progress" (Journal of Commerce, Oct. 1, 1918). 
"Our Economic System." One of a series of lectures delivered at the Co-operative 

School, University of Saskatchewan, June, 1929. 
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