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The translation of a landmark in science which first appeared in France 
in 1906 but which is still fresh and stimulating today. Both scientist and 
layman will find much of interest in Duhem's discussion of the logical 
role of hypotheses, the relation of laws to theories, the mind of the 
physicist, and other aspects of the history, methodology, and philosophy 
of physical science. 
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Written from a philosophically neutral point of 
view, the book presents the standard notations, 
methods, and principles in symbolic logic. It stresses 
the use of symbolic logic for appraising arguments 
and develops more and more of these notations and 
methods as they are required for the appraisal of 
increasingly complex modes of argument. The 
second half of the book provides a more systematic 
treatment of the principles used in the first half. 
It explains the general theory of deductive systems 
and develops the logistic systems for the preposi­
tional calculus, according to the highest modern 
standards of rigor. Alternative notations are ex­
plained, including the stroke function, the dagger 
function, the use of dots as brackets, and the paren­
thesis-free Polish Notation. There are two appen­
dices: the first dealing with the algebra of classes; 
the second explaining and comparing the ramified 
theory of logical types and the "levels of language" 
methods of avoiding the so-called semantical para­
doxes. 
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