The Vietnam War Reexamined

Going beyond the dominant orthodox narrative to incorporate insight
from revisionist scholarship on the Vietham War, Michael G. Kort
presents the case that the United States should have been able to win
the war, and at a much lower cost than it suffered in defeat. Presenting
a study that is both historiographic and a narrative history, Kort
analyzes important factors such as the strong nationalist credentials
and leadership qualities of South Vietnam’s Ngo Dinh Diem, the
flawed military strategy of “graduated response” developed by Robert
McNamara, and the real reasons South Vietnam collapsed in the face of
a massive North Vietnamese invasion in 1975. Kort shows how the
US commitment to defend South Vietnam was not a strategic error but
a policy consistent with US security interests during the Cold War, and
that there were potentially viable strategic approaches to the war that
might have saved South Vietnam.

Michael G. Kort is Professor in the Division of Social Sciences at Boston
University. He is the author of several books, including The Soviet
Colossus: History and Aftermath, The Columbia Guide to the Cold
War, and A Brief History of Russia.

Published online by Cambridge University Press



Cambridge Essential Histories

Cambridge Essential Histories is devoted to introducing critical events, periods, or
individuals in history to students. Volumes in this series emphasize narrative as a means
of familiarizing students with historical analysis. In this series, leading scholars focus
on topics in European, American, Asian, Latin American, Middle Eastern, African,
and World History through thesis-driven, concise volumes designed for survey and
upper-division undergraduate history courses. The books contain an introduction that
acquaints readers with the historical event and reveals the book’s thesis; narrative
chapters that cover the chronology of the event or problem; and a concluding
summary that provides the historical interpretation and analysis.

Editors

General Editor: Donald T. Critchlow, Arizona State University

Other books in the series:

Edward D. Berkowitz, Mass Appeal: The Formative Age of the Movies, Radio, and TV

Howard Brick and Christopher Phelps, Radicals in America: The U.S. Left since the
Second World War

Sean P. Cunningham, American Politics in the Postwar Sunbelt

Ian Dowbiggin, The Quest for Mental Health: A Tale of Science, Medicine, Scandal,
Sorrow, and Mass Society

Maura Jane Farrelly, Anti-Catholicism in America, 1620-1860

John Earl Haynes and Harvey Klehr, Early Cold War Spies: The Espionage Trials that
Shaped American Politics

James H. Hutson, Church and State in America: The First Two Centuries

Maury Klein, The Genesis of Industrial America, 1870-1920

John Lauritz Larson, The Market Revolution in America: Liberty, Ambition, and the
Eclipse of the Common Good

Wilson D. Miscamble, The Most Controversial Decision: Truman, the Atomic Bombs,
and the Defeat of Japan

Mark E. Neely Jr., Lincoln and the Democrats: The Politics of Opposition
in the Civil War

Charles H. Parker, Global Interactions in the Early Modern Age, 1400-1800

Stanley G. Payne, The Spanish Civil War

W. J. Rorabaugh, American Hippies

Jason Scott Smith, A Concise History of the New Deal

David M. Wrobel, America’s West: A History, 1890-1950

Published online by Cambridge University Press



The Vietnam War Reexamined

MICHAEL G. KORT

Boston University

}:65 UNIVERSITY PRESS

e CAMBRIDGE

Published online by Cambridge University Press



CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 8Bs, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi — 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06-04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/978 1107046405
DOI: 10.1017/978 1107110199

© Michael G. Kort 2018

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2018
Printed in the United States of America by Sheridan Books, Inc.
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Kort, Michael, 1944— author.

Title: The Vietnam War re-examined / Michael G. Kort, Boston University.
Description: Cambridge ; New York, NY : Cambridge University Press, 2017. |
Series: Cambridge essential histories | Includes index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2017028182 ISBN 9781107046405 (hardback) |
ISBN 9781107628175 (paperback)

Subjects: LcsH: Vietnam War, 1961-1975.

Classification: LcC DS§557.7 .K68 2017 | DDC 959.704/3—dc23
LC record available at https://lcen.oc.gov/2017028182

ISBN 978-1-107-04640-5 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-107-62817-5 Paperback
Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication

and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

Published online by Cambridge University Press



