
J. Fluid Mech. (2024), vol. 1000, A56, doi:10.1017/jfm.2024.912

Second-order analysis of hypersonic
boundary-layer stability

Francesco Grasso1,† and Xavier Gloerfelt1

1DynFluid Laboratory, ENSAM, CNAM, 151 boulevard de l’Hôpital, 75013 Paris, France

(Received 15 March 2024; revised 18 September 2024; accepted 19 September 2024)

The dominant mode instability in hypersonic boundary-layer transition is the so-called
second-mode instability, which has a peculiar nature strongly coupled with thermoacoustic
phenomena. In linear stability theory, the unstable wave is associated with one of the two
eigenvalues that originate from the acoustic branches, referred to as slow and fast modes.
Interestingly, the unstable mode (slow or fast) reaches its maximum amplification as the
other mode (fast or slow) attains a minimum. The phase velocity of the two modes is then
very close, and this phenomenon is called synchronization. The aim of the present study
is to unravel the physical mechanism that explains the second-mode growth. To that aim,
second-order nonlinear equations are written for the disturbances given by linear stability.
In this framework, entropy, kinetic energy and temperature energy budgets are obtained up
to second order. The budgets are scrutinized for various Mach numbers and for adiabatic
and cold-wall thermal conditions. Perturbation entropy budgets clearly show the process
is a reversible one. An energy exchange between kinetic energy and temperature energy
of the weakly nonlinear modes is driven by pressure–dilatation terms. As underlined in
previous studies, the unstable mode experiences an alternate heating and cooling near the
wall, which is shown to be a rather nonlinear process. The change in fluctuating thermal
energy in the form of a dilatational wave is sustained by pumping disturbance kinetic
energy through the pressure–dilatation term, the direction of the conversion being driven
by the relative phase between pressure and dilatation. This process is similar for the slow
and fast modes, the unstable mode being amplified and the other being damped. No change
in the process has been noted at the location of the synchronization, suggesting that the
modes have the same nature but evolve independently.
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1. Introduction

There has been a renewed interest in the understanding of supersonic and hypersonic
boundary-layer aerodynamics, which is critical for the development of new generations
of high-speed-flight vehicles.

1.1. Role of pressure and dilatation in hypersonic transition
For high-speed flows, the nature of pressure changes. Whereas it has an elliptic character
in the incompressible regime and only serves to enforce a divergence-free velocity field,
pressure exhibits a wave behaviour for compressible flows. This leads to a dilatational
velocity component that changes the pressure–velocity interactions and affects profoundly
the boundary-layer instabilities. At moderate supersonic Mach numbers, the parallel linear
stability theory (LST) predicts the emergence of a first mode, which is the continuation of
the viscous Tollmien–Schlichting mode. Using Lagrangian invariants, Liang et al. (2023)
showed that the obliqueness results from the coupling of the spanwise and streamwise
vorticity components. The appearance of obliqueness is accompanied by the enhancement
of Reynolds shear stress (Chen, Guo & Wen 2023b). As the Mach number M is further
increased, the velocity profile weighted by the density exhibits a generalized inflection
point at a distance from the wall that increases as the Mach number increases (Lees &
Lin 1946), and the first mode survives and becomes an inviscid instability. When the
phase velocity becomes supersonic relative to the mean flow, typically for M > 4, a new
region of instability appears in a higher frequency range than the first-mode instability.
It corresponds to the so-called second mode that can have a high growth rate (Stetson &
Kimmel 1992), except in the case of wall heating. The properties of this second mode
are driven by the wave character of the pressure. This inviscid mode is associated with
acoustic trapping of energy near the wall (Mack 1984; Fedorov 2011; Zhong & Wang
2012), associated with pressure–dilatation effects.

A peculiarity of hypersonic boundary layers is the possibility of multiple higher
modes, which was first brought to light by Mack (1963, 1984). Similar multiple solutions
were found independently by Gill (1965) for ‘top-hat’ jets and wakes. Morkovin (1987)
explained these higher modes as sound waves reflected back and forth between the wall and
the sonic line. That is why higher modes are sometimes referred to as acoustic instabilities.

Kuehl (2018) showed that the region between the wall and the sonic line behaves like an
acoustic impedance well. While viscous Reynolds stress drives the Tollmien–Schlichting
instability and its extension at supersonic speeds (first mode), Kuehl (2018) defined a
thermoacoustic Reynolds stress that is the driving mechanism of second-mode instability.
This thermacoustic interpretation also predicts the strengthening of the second mode due
to wall cooling.

To shed light on the physical mechanisms at the origin of the second mode,
Unnikrishnan & Gaitonde (2019) used the fluid-thermodynamic decomposition into
vortical, acoustic and thermal components, initially proposed by Doak (1971, 1989) and
referred to as the momentum potential theory. For hypersonic adiabatic boundary layers
at M between 4 and 8, they showed, based on LST and direct numerical simulation
(DNS) results, that the vorticity component for the linear second-mode instability has
the highest amplitude and is concentrated in a thin layer along the critical layer. The
thermal component, which is located on a thicker region centred at the same height, is
the second in amplitude, whereas the acoustic mode is more spread over the boundary
layer with peak values above the critical layer. Streamwise variations are significant only
for the thermal and acoustic components, with an increased content just before and after
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the maximum amplification of the second mode, respectively. A similar behaviour was
observed for a cold-wall boundary layer and the authors concluded that the thermal and
acoustic components play a primary role in the second-mode growth.

In order to explain the growth mechanisms of second-mode instability, Tian & Wen
(2021) analysed the amplitude and phase of the main terms of the linear stability equations,
using a relative phase analysis, similar to that used to explain the thermoacoustic coupling
in a Rijke tube. The wall-normal velocity disturbances draw energy from the mean
flow, which results in the growth of the second mode. The relative phase between the
wall-normal fluctuations and the fluctuating internal energy in the region of the critical
layer is essential in this process. Chen et al. (2023b) have extended the phase analysis
of source terms to shed light on energy transfer mechanisms, explaining the features of
the first mode, such as its obliqueness or the effect of wall cooling. They confirm that
the driving mechanism for the second mode is a particular phase condition that allows
the interaction between near-wall fluctuations and the critical layer. Chen, Guo & Wen
(2023a) used DNS results to compare relative phase analysis with the thermoacoustic
theory of Kuehl (2018) and the momentum potential theory framework. Their analysis
shows that the three approaches are consistent and that the primary drivers of second-mode
instability are the production of acoustic energy near the wall due to dilatational effects
and its wall-normal transport to the outer region through the mean temperature gradient.

Particle image velocimetry visualizations of Zhu et al. (2016) at M = 6 revealed that the
growth and decay of the second mode are accompanied by a dilatation process, and that
vorticity waves developing in the critical region are synchronized. Those authors showed
that the vorticity fluctuations are related to the dilatational disturbances, which yields a
nonlinear resonance relation between the phase-locked travelling vorticity and dilatation
waves. Zhu et al. (2018a,b) used experiments, LST and DNS on a flared cone at M = 6 to
explain the presence of a heating region that occurs before the main friction heating due
turbulent breakdown, and coincides with the maximum growth of the second mode. The
main mechanism is associated with the pressure–dilatation term, which overwhelms the
dissipation mechanism. In particular, wall heating corresponds to a peculiar phase between
pressure and dilatation. Further experiments and computations by Zhu et al. (2020, 2021)
demonstrated that the same dilatational mechanism can yield a wall cooling downstream
of the heating region. They showed that the phase between pressure and dilatation can be
exploited to reduce second-mode growth using a porous material.

The study of Kuehl (2018) suggests that the resonant nature of the second mode is
sustained by standing acoustic waves between the wall and the sonic line. The way
the acoustic waves are promoting this mode is not fully understood. Some authors
(e.g. Tam & Hu 1989) propose for instance that an over-reflection, which corresponds
to the amplification of an acoustic wave after reflection (Miles 1957; Ribner 1957),
could be the engine of second-mode growth. Studies on over-reflection have mainly
focused on geophysical applications, such as gravity waves. Recently, Zhang, Görtz &
Oberlack (2022) predicted the over-reflection of acoustic waves in a supersonic exponential
boundary layer. They underlined that the critical layer plays an important role in the energy
exchange between waves and shear flows. The exact role of acoustic waves in hypersonic
boundary-layer instabilities remains an open question.

1.2. Synchronizations and interactions of instabilities
A particular result of LST for hypersonic boundary layers is the presence of several
eigenvalues (modes). Their origin has been clarified by Fedorov & Khokhlov (2001),
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Ma & Zhong (2003a) and Fedorov & Tumin (2011) and we follow their terminology
in the present study. Another peculiar feature of LST is the identification of various
synchronization regions for these modes (Fedorov 2011; Zhong & Wang 2012). The
first synchronization, from which the mode names are derived, occurs at the leading
edge, where the modes are seen to leave the continuous acoustic branches. The mode
leaving the slow (fast) acoustic branch is called mode S (mode F), having a phase
speed equal to that of the slow (fast) acoustic mode at zero frequency cϕ = 1 − 1/M
(cϕ = 1 + 1/M). In Mack’s terminology, the first mode corresponds to an extension of
the Tollmien–Schlichting mode, which is a viscous instability and originates from mode
S in an eigenvalue spectrum. The second mode, which appears at hypersonic speeds, is
rather inviscid and driven by acoustic waves. It is most often a continuation of mode S,
but can also originate from mode F. The second synchronization occurs when mode F
crosses the entropy/vorticity continuous branch. This corresponds to a sudden jump in
the growth rate (as clearly visible in figure 1(c) of § 4.1). This discontinuity would not be
present using DNS or parabolic stability equations (PSE), and is rather a mathematical
artefact of the eigenvalue problem with Dirichlet free-stream boundary conditions. This
results in the presence of continuous branches (Balakumar & Malik 1992), and formally
mode F corresponds to another eigenvalue after branch crossing. Fedorov & Tumin (2011)
show that a bi-orthogonal eigenvalue expansion (Tumin 2007, 2020), which includes, in
addition to mode F, an infinite number of modes belonging to the continuous spectrum of
LST, can resolve this inconsistency. Further downstream, a striking result of LST is that
the maximum of amplification of the second mode (S or F) corresponds to a minimum
of amplification for the other mode (F or S). During this opposite amplification, the
wavenumbers and phase speeds (cϕ) of the two modes are almost equal, and the slope of cϕ

for mode S can exhibit an inflection to follow that of mode F (see figure 1b,d, f ,h of § 4.1).
This phenomenon, referred to as the FS synchronization, remains a mystery. Fedorov
& Khokhlov (2001) suggested an analytical model within the two-mode approximation,
involving the sum of modes F and S with a particular branching dispersion relation.
Taking into account the weakly non-parallel effects, they derived a rule for the intermodal
exchange, explaining why mode S or F is unstable after the branching. An important
conclusion from the discrete mode branching model is that the streamwise dependence
of the base flow and of the amplitude function of the normal modes (eigenfunctions),
which are neglected in a parallel theory, plays an important role for the intermodal
exchange. It is worth noting that linear PSE (LPSE) calculations (Lifshitz, Degani & Tumin
2012), which also take non-parallel effects into account, give a regular mode evolution
in accordance with DNS results (Ma & Zhong 2003a). If discrete normal modes S and
F are prescribed as inflow disturbances in LPSE, they evolve towards the same solution
in the branching region, which correspond to the unstable mode F or S (see results of
LPSE from Lifshitz et al. (2012) in figure 1e,g of § 4.1). It was concluded that LPSE or
DNS do not exhibit a FS synchronization, and, due to mode coalescence, high streamwise
gradients observed in the mode branching model of Fedorov & Khokhlov (2001) are absent
in LPSE. A conjecture made by Lifshitz et al. (2012) is that the second synchronization
(F crossing the entropy/vorticity branch) can alter the FS synchronization because there is
no longer a clear separation of the branching region from the continuous spectrum, and
a complete model should include the continuous branch modes in addition to discrete F
and S modes. Unfortunately, the eigenfunction expansion method is not applicable when
branching of modes happens. It is thus not clear if the FS synchronization, not observed in
LPSE and DNS, is the result of LST approximation rather than a physical feature. Nichols
& Candler (2019) used an input–output optimization to maximize the growth of second
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Figure 1. Phase speed as a function of Re at various Mach numbers: solid lines, present results; symbols,
results from the literature (open symbols, LST from Ma & Zhong (2003a) for M = 4.5, and Fedorov & Tumin
(2011) for M = 5.5 and M = 6.5; filled symbols, PSE from Lifshitz et al. (2012) for M = 5.5 and M = 6.5).
(a,c,e,g) ci (growth rate); (b,d, f,h) cr . The adiabatic wall results are displayed in (a,b) (M = 4.5) and (c,d)
(M = 6); (e, f ) (M = 5.5) and (g,h) (M = 6.5) refer to the cold-wall cases. The solid vertical lines denote the
location of the so-called FS synchronization.

mode for a cold-wall boundary layer at M = 6.5. They found a substantial amplification
gain when both modes S and F are introduced at the inflow. Their linearized Navier–Stokes
simulations thus show a coupling phenomenon, which could be associated with an FS
synchronization.
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Ma & Zhong (2003a,b) found that synchronization location and wave energy transfer
play an important role in receptivity mechanisms. Though mode F (or mode S) may be
linearly stable, it can have resonant interactions (synchronization) with both acoustic waves
and the unstable mode S (or mode F). Zhu et al. (2016) and Chen, Zhu & Lee (2017) also
observed that modal interactions, between the second mode and the first mode, Görtler
instabilities, or low-frequency content, have a catalytic impact on second-mode transition
to turbulence.

1.3. Scope of the study
The primary goal of the study is to shed some light on the physical energy transfer
mechanisms and the role of the initially unstable mode (either slow or fast) at hypersonic
Mach number and for both adiabatic and cold-wall thermal conditions. For the analysis
focusing on the early stages of laminar-to-turbulent transition, we develop a weakly
nonlinear formulation following the work of Chu & Kovasznay (1958). To account for
non-parallel effects that were shown to be important by Fedorov & Khokhlov (2001)
for the intermodal exchange between slow and fast modes, the formulation accounts for
non-parallel effects by considering the boundary-layer growth and the corresponding
streamwise derivatives. The compressible Navier–Stokes equations are briefly recalled in
§ 2. The second-order nonlinear disturbance equations are developed in § 3 and the stability
analysis is discussed in § 4 for various Mach numbers. In an attempt to understand the role
played by the energy transfer mechanisms, both reversible and irreversible, between the
perturbation kinetic energy (k) and the temperature perturbation energy (kT ), in § 5 we
develop the governing equations for the perturbation energies and for the perturbation
entropy. Results are discussed in § 6, and conclusions of the study are given in § 7.

2. Governing equations

The conservation equations for high-Mach-number flows are written in Cartesian
coordinates assuming a perfect gas and neglecting high-temperature effects. In divergence
form they are

∂ρ

∂t
+ ∂Jj

∂xj
= 0, (2.1a)

∂(ρui)

∂t
+ ∂(Jjui)

∂xj
= − ∂p

∂xi
+ ∂σij

∂xj
, (2.1b)

∂(ρT)

∂t
+ ∂(JjT)

∂xj
= − p

cv

∂uj

∂xj
+ γ

Pr
∂

∂xj

(
μ

∂T
∂xj

)
+ 1

cv

ρφ, (2.1c)

p = ρRT, (2.1d)

where R is the gas constant and γ = 1.4 is the ratio of the specific heat coefficients at
constant pressure (cp) and constant volume (cv); Jj, σij and φ stand, respectively, for
the jth convective flux component, the components of the stress tensor and the viscous
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dissipation:

Jj = ρuj, (2.2a)

σij = μ

(
2Sij − 2

3
S��δij

)
, (2.2b)

Sij = 1
2

(
∂ui

∂xj
+ ∂uj

∂xi

)
, (2.2c)

φ = 1
ρ

σijSij, (2.2d)

Sij being the symmetric strain tensor component and δij the Kronecker delta. Sutherland’s
law is used for the viscosity μ and a constant Prandtl number Pr = 0.72 is assumed.

3. Second-order nonlinear disturbance equations

Linear stability analysis relies on the assumption that for a generic disturbance, the flow
variables can be decomposed in a basic state plus a disturbance, where the former is
assumed to be a steady-state solution of the conservation equations. Substituting such a
decomposition into the governing equations leads to a linearized set of equations that
describe the evolution of the disturbances. By such an approach the fundamental physical
mechanisms of stability in the very early stages of disturbance evolution have been
elucidated. However, because of the founding assumption that disturbances are linearly
independent, the interactions between disturbances cannot be considered. This is a major
drawback, since disturbance interactions are responsible for nonlinear energy transfer
mechanisms and for disturbance growth leading to turbulence transition. In the present
study, we introduce a decomposition of the flow variables up to second order and account
for the interactions between first- and second-order perturbations by developing a weakly
nonlinear analysis following the work of Chu & Kovasznay (1958).

Let q stand for either the velocity or the temperature, its instantaneous governing
equation being cast in the form

∂(ρq)

∂t
+ ∂(Jjq)

∂xj
= Rq, (3.1)

where, for brevity, Rq stands for the right-hand-side operator, whose expression is readily
obtained from (2.1b)–(2.1c) and (2.2b)–(2.2d).

The weakly nonlinear governing equations are derived by introducing the following
decomposition:

q = q̄ + εq′ + ε2q′′, (3.2)

where q̄, q′ and q′′ represent, respectively, the base flow value and the first- and
second-order disturbances of any variable q, and ε is a small positive number.

Substituting (3.2) in (3.1) and combining terms of the same order, the governing
equations for the base flow (that are given in Appendix A) and for the first- and
second-order disturbances are obtained.
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3.1. Governing equations for first-order disturbances
The non-divergence form of the governing equations for the first-order disturbances q′ is
obtained by combining the following equations:

∂ρ̄

∂t
+ ∂ J̄j

∂xj
= 0, (3.3a)

∂ρ′

∂t
+

∂J′
j

∂xj
= 0, (3.3b)

∂

∂t
(ρ̄q′ + ρ′q̄) + ∂

∂xj
(J̄jq′ + J′

j q̄) = R′
q, (3.3c)

thus yielding

ρ̄
∂q′

∂t
+ J̄j

∂q′

∂xj
= R′

q − J′
j
∂ q̄
∂xj

, (3.4)

where J̄j, J′
j and R′

q are, respectively, the base flow convective flux component, the
first-order convective flux component and the first-order right-hand-side operator defined
as

J̄j = ρ̄ūj, (3.5a)

J′
j = ρ′ūj + ρ̄u′

j, (3.5b)

R′
q = Rq′ = Rq(q̄, ρ̄, . . . ; q′, ρ′ · · · ). (3.5c)

3.2. Governing equations for second-order disturbances
The governing equations for the second-order disturbances are derived following the same
procedure. In non-divergence form, the equation for the generic second-order disturbance
q′′ is readily obtained by combining the base flow, first- and second-order continuity
equations and the conservation equation for q′′:

∂ρ̄

∂t
+ ∂ J̄j

∂xj
= 0, (3.6a)

∂ρ′

∂t
+

∂J′
j

∂xj
= 0, (3.6b)

∂ρ′′

∂t
+ ∂Jj

′′

∂xj
= −

∂(ρ′u′
j)

∂xj
, (3.6c)

∂

∂t
(ρ̄q′′ + ρ′′q̄) + ∂

∂xj
(J̄jq′′ + J′′

j q̄) = R′′
q − ∂(ρ′q′

j)

∂t
− ∂

∂xj
(ρ′u′

jq̄ + J′
jq

′), (3.6d)

thus obtaining

ρ̄
∂q′′

∂t
+ J̄j

∂q′′

∂xj
= R′′

q − J′′
j

∂ q̄
∂xj

+ ρ̄N′′
B,q, (3.7)
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where J′′
j and R′′

q stand, respectively, for the second-order convective flux component and
the second-order right-hand-side operator,

J′′
j = ρ′′ūj + ρ̄u′′

j , (3.8a)

R′′
q = Rq(q̄, ρ̄, ūj · · · ; q′′, ρ′′, u′′

j · · · ; q′ρ′, q′u′
j, ρ

′u′
j · · · ), (3.8b)

and N′′
B,q accounts for the ‘bulk’ interactions of first-order disturbances driven by base flow

gradients,

N′′
B,q = −ρ′

ρ̄

∂q′

∂t
−

J′
j

ρ̄

∂q′

∂xj
− ρ′

ρ̄
u′

j
∂ q̄
∂xj

. (3.9)

In order to derive a form-invariant formulation of the problem, the right-hand-side
second-order term R′′

q is recast as

R′′
q = Rq′′ + N′′

S,q, (3.10)

where Rq′′ is only a function of the base flow properties and of the second-order
disturbances, and has the same form as R′

q:

Rq′′ = Rq(q̄, ρ̄, ūj · · · ; q′′, ρ′′, u′′
j · · · ). (3.11)

Substituting (3.10) into (3.7) gives

ρ̄
∂q′′

∂t
+ J̄j

∂q′′

∂xj
= Rq′′ − J′′

j
∂ q̄
∂xj

+ N′′
B,q + N′′

S,q. (3.12)

For the velocity perturbations, N′′
S,ui

= 0, whereas for the temperature perturbations, N′′
S,T

represents an additional contribution due to viscous effects and thermal power dissipation
(whose expression is given in the next section).

3.3. Disturbance governing equations
From the above analysis, the conservation equations for the nth-order disturbances are then
cast in the following form-invariant expression:

∂ρ(n)

∂t
+ ūj

∂ρ(n)

∂xj
+ ρ̄

∂u(n)
j

∂xj
+ u(n)

j
∂ρ̄

∂xj
+ ρ(n) ∂ ūj

∂xj
= (n − 1)N(n)

B,ρ, (3.13a)

∂u(n)
i

∂t
+ ūj

∂u(n)
i

∂xj
+ 1

ρ̄

∂p(n)

∂xi
− ν̄

∂

∂xj

(
2S(n)

ij − 2
3

S(n)
�� δij

)
− 1

ρ̄

(
2S(n)

ij − 2
3

S(n)
�� δij

)
∂μ̄

∂xj

+ 1
ρ̄

(ρ(n)ūj + ρ̄u(n)
j )

∂ ūi

∂xj
= (n − 1)N(n)

B,ui
, (3.13b)

∂T(n)

∂t
+ ūj

∂T(n)

∂xj
+ 1

cv

( pθ)
(n)
L − 1

ρ̄

γ

Pr
∂

∂xj

(
μ̄

∂T(n)

∂xj

)
− 1

cv

φ
(n)
L

+ 1
ρ̄

(ρ(n)ūj + ρ̄u(n)
j )

∂T̄
∂xj

= (n − 1)N(n)
B,T + (n − 1)N(n)

S,T , (3.13c)

p(n) = R(ρ(n)T̄ + ρ̄T(n)) + (n − 1)N(n)
B,p, (3.13d)
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where n = 1, 2 and (·)(n) is here used to indicate the nth-order perturbation of any variable
(·), and

( pθ)
(n)
L =

(
p(n) ∂ ūi

∂xi
+ p̄

∂u(n)
i

∂xi

)
and φ

(n)
L = ν̄

(
4S̄ijS

(n)
ij − 4

3
S̄��S(n)

kk

)
(3.14a,b)

are the nth-order linearized pressure–dilatation and the linearized viscous dissipation.
In the sections that follow we use N(n)

q = N(n)
B,q + N(n)

S,q. For n = 1, N(1)
B,ρ = 0, N(1)

B,ui
= 0,

N(1)
B,T = 0 and N(1)

B,p = 0. For n = 2,

N(2)
B,ρ = −

∂ρ(1)u(1)
j

∂xj
, (3.15a)

N(2)
B,ui

= −ρ(1)

ρ̄

∂u(1)
i

∂t
− 1

ρ̄
(ρ(1)ūj + ρ̄u(1)

j )
∂u(1)

i
∂xj

− ρ(1)

ρ̄
u(1)

j
∂ ūi

∂xj
, (3.15b)

N(2)
B,T = −ρ(1)

ρ̄

∂T(1)

∂t
− 1

ρ̄
(ρ(1)ūj + ρ̄u(1)

j )
∂T(1)

∂xj
− ρ(1)

ρ̄
u(1)

j
∂T̄
∂xj

, (3.15c)

N(2)
B,p = Rρ(1)T(1), (3.15d)

N(2)
S,T = − 1

ρ̄cv

p(1)
∂u(1)

j

∂xj
+ ν̄

cv

(
2S(1)

ij S(1)
ij − 2

3
S(1)
�� S(1)

kk

)
. (3.15e)

The governing equations for first- and second-order disturbances in Cartesian coordinates
are given in supplementary material available at https://doi.org/10.1017/jfm.2024.912.

4. Stability analysis to second order

To account for the interactions between disturbances in the early phase of their evolution,
the above equations are solved for both the first- and second-order disturbances.

In a compact form, the transport equations of the first-order disturbances (3.13a)–(3.13d)
are cast in the form

L(x, y, z, t; ρ̄, ū, . . . ; ρ′, u′, v′, w′, p′, T ′) = 0, (4.1)

where L is the linearized compressible Navier–Stokes equations for the first-order
disturbances and that has been derived in the previous section.

First-order disturbances are obtained by solving (4.1) for two-dimensional normal-form
disturbances, yielding a generalized eigenvalue problem, whose solution gives a set
of linearly independent eigenmodes q̂′( y) (hereafter also referred to as modes) and
the complex streamwise wavenumber α for a given angular frequency ω. The stability
equations are solved in dimensionless form, where variables are made non-dimensional
with respect to the free-stream values (ρ∞, u∞, ρ∞u2∞, T∞) and the Blasius length � is
used as reference length scale such that

Re = ρ∞u∞�

μ∞
=
√

ρ∞u∞x
μ∞

=
√

Rex. (4.2)
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Second-order analysis of hypersonic boundary-layer stability

The non-dimensional frequencies are then given as

ω = ω∗�
u∞

and F = ω∗μ∞
ρ∞u∞2 , (4.3a,b)

where ω = ReF is the non-dimensional circular frequency.
For the transport equations of the second-order disturbances, we exploit the

form-invariance form of (3.13a)–(3.13d) that are cast in the following compact form:

L(x, y, z, t; ρ̄, ū, . . . ; ρ′′, u′′, v′′, w′′, p′′, T ′′) = N(ρ̄, ū, . . . ; ρ′u′, ρ′v′, . . .), (4.4)

where N = [NB,ρ, NB,ui, NB,T + NS,T ] represents the (weakly) nonlinear terms that drive
the evolution of the second-order modes, which are assumed to have the normal form

q′′ = q̂′′
( y) exp

(
i
(∫ x

α dx − ωt
))

. (4.5)

Introducing the normal-mode expansion of the disturbances, a single set of equations is
written for the first- and second-order modes (q̂′ and q̂′′). Assuming a two-dimensional
non-parallel flow with the base flow assumed to vary in both the streamwise
and wall-normal directions, namely ū = ū(x, y), v̄ = v̄(x, y), w̄ = 0, ρ̄ = ρ̄(x, y), T̄ =
T̄(x, y), p̄ = p̄(x, y), the stability equations for the first- and second-order modes are
recovered. In a compact matrix form, the stability equations are cast as

C
d2q̂

dy2 + B
dq̂
dy

+ Aq̂ = (n − 1)f N̂, (4.6)

where A = A(α, ω, M, Re; ρ̄, ūi, p̄, T̄), B = B(α, ω, M, Re; ρ̄, ūi, p̄, T̄) and C = C(α, ω,

M, Re; ρ̄, ūi, p̄, T̄) are (5 × 5) matrices whose expressions are given in Appendix B; N̂
is the normal-mode representation of the first-order mode interaction contribution to
the second-order ones. The density mode and its x and y derivatives are determined
from the linearized equation of state. Note that the viscosity disturbances ((dμ̄/dT)T̂ ′
and (dμ̄/dT)T̂ ′′, respectively) have been found not to affect the stability (for brevity,
results of the analysis are not reported) and have been neglected. The factor f =
exp(i(

∫ x
α dx − ω0T0/2)) sin(ω0T0/2)/(ω0T0/2) accounts for cycle-averaged nonlinear

effects (Kuehl 2018), where ω0 and T0 are, respectively, the angular frequency and the
corresponding period at synchronization location T0 = �0/u∞ (�0 being the Blasius length
at synchronization). In practice, a first LST calculation is performed to determine the
synchronization frequency corresponding to the maximum amplification of the unstable
mode, which provides the reference Blasius length �0 to form the reference Reynolds
number Re0 for LST computations. In the following, the results are presented using the
local Reynolds number Re and the dimensionless phase speed cϕ = ω/α = cr + ici is
used, as suggested by Lifshitz et al. (2012), since its value does not depend on the length
scale �0 (contrary to the complex wavenumber that does depend on �0). To account for the
thickening of the boundary layer, the base flow equations are solved in the transformed
space (x, y/δ(x)), and �0 and the corresponding Reynolds number Re0 are chosen as
reference.
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For n = 1, (B1) reduces to the linear stability equation

L̂q̂′ = 0, (4.7)

where

L̂ = C
d2

dy2 + B
d
dy

+ A = L̂(α, ω, M, Re; ρ̄, ūi, p̄, T̄), (4.8)

with homogeneous boundary conditions. Namely, û′ = v̂′ = ŵ′ = 0 and dp̂′/dy = 0, both
at the wall and at free stream, and T̂ ′ = 0 at the wall and dT̂ ′/dy = 0 at free stream.

Equation (4.7) constitutes an eigenvalue problem in the wavenumber α that depends
on the Mach and Reynolds numbers. The discretized eigenproblem is transformed into
a problem with linear eigenvalues, and solved with the shift-invert method and a QZ
algorithm and taking v̄ = 0. A Newton–Raphson algorithm is implemented to follow the
selected modes (see Gloerfelt & Robinet (2017) for more details).

For n = 2, the second-order stability equation is

L̂q̂′′ = f N̂. (4.9)

The second-order modes are then computed from the relation

q̂′′ = f L̂
−1

N̂. (4.10)

To second order, the disturbance mode of any variable q is then computed as the sum of
the first- and second-order modes (εq̂′ + ε2q̂′′).

4.1. Linear stability results
The influence of the Mach number and of the wall thermal state is here analysed
considering both adiabatic and cold-wall conditions (see table 1). In the table we also
report the values of the Mach numbers and the corresponding values of the boundary-layer
thickness (δ0), the generalized inflection point distance (ygip), the sonic line y position
(ys,S and ys,F of the slow and fast modes, respectively) and the critical layer height (yc,S
and yc,F) at synchronization location (i.e. at the reference streamwise location), where
ygip is defined as ∂/∂y(ρ̄∂ ū/∂y) = 0. The selected conditions of the adiabatic wall cases
are those of Ma & Zhong (2003a) and Reed & Balakumar (1990) for M = 4.5 and M = 6,
respectively, whereas for the cold-wall cases they are those of Fedorov & Tumin (2011). For
the former, the selected non-dimensional frequency is F = 2.2 × 10−4; for the cold-wall
cases the selected value of F is 1 × 10−4. All selected cases are inviscidly unstable. As
expected, the generalized inflection point moves farther away from the wall as the Mach
number increases, with the exception of the M = 5.5 case that presents an inflection point
at the wall.

For comparison with the literature, all results are presented in terms of the local
Reynolds number (4.2), the growth rate being represented in terms of the imaginary part
of the phase speed ci (Lifshitz et al. 2012). Figure 1 showcases the real and imaginary
parts of the phase speeds that are in very good agreement with the literature (symbols in
figure 1). Note that the vertical dashed lines in the figure identify the analysed domain
around synchronization location. The slow mode of the adiabatic (M = 4.5 and M = 6)
and cold (M = 6.5) wall cases is initially unstable, whereas for M = 5.5 the fast mode is
initially unstable. The unstable mode (slow or fast) reaches its maximum amplification as
the other mode (fast or slow) attains a minimum. The phase velocity of the two modes
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Second-order analysis of hypersonic boundary-layer stability

M T∞ (K) p∞ (N m−2) Twall (K) δ0 ygip ys,S ys,F yc,S yc,F

4.5 65.15 728.4 Tad 16.0 11.2 5.8 5.8 11.5 11.2
6 65 2421.8 Tad 21.8 17.3 9.7 9.7 17.3 17.3
5.5 70 2421.4 6.1T∞/10 10 0 3.6 3.4 6.0 5.8
6.5 70 2421.4 8.1T∞/10 11.5 19.2 10.6 10.6 18.7 18.7

Table 1. Base flow boundary-layer parameters (thickness, generalized inflection point, sonic line and critical
layer heights) for various Mach numbers.

is then very close, and this phenomenon is called synchronization. Past synchronization
location, mode S of the two adiabatic cases and of the cold case at M = 5.5 exhibits a
slightly increasing Mach number (relative to the phase speed) still remaining subsonic,
whereas mode F shows a continuously decreasing phase speed. An opposite behaviour is
observed for case M = 6.5, namely the phase speed of the fast mode has a tendency to
increase whereas it continuously decreases for mode S.

The wall-normal distributions of the eigenfunction amplitudes and phases at
synchronization location are reported in figure 2 for the slow and the fast modes,
respectively. The amplitudes are normalized by the pressure amplitude at the wall.
The behaviour of the adiabatic (respectively, cold) wall cases being similar, unless
significant differences occur, hereafter we only report the results for M = 4.5 and M =
5.5. The figure shows that the eigenfunctions are dominated by the fluctuations in
thermodynamic variables. In the subsonic layer, pressure, temperature and streamwise
velocity perturbations are approximately in phase and in nearly phase opposition with the
wall-normal velocity. It is also interesting to observe that for the cold wall the reduction
of the boundary-layer scales affects the initially unstable mode that experiences a smaller
peak in the temperature perturbation amplitude at the critical layer. The phase behaviour
is overall less affected by the wall thermal conditions.

4.2. Budget analysis
To identify the dominant physical mechanisms and to elucidate their role in the slow
and fast modes, we have scrutinized the budgets of the various perturbation variables
at synchronization location. In the following, we report the budgets of the streamwise
and wall-normal velocity and temperature disturbances that are discussed in detail in the
discussion section.

For the analysis, the total time rate of change of any variable (̂·) is split in two terms,
namely (D̂/Dt)(̂·) = i(αū − ω)(̂·) (which accounts for the streamwise contribution) and
v̄(d(̂·)/dy) that represents the (convective) transport due to base flow wall-normal velocity
component.

Dropping superscripts (·̂)′ and (·̂)′′, the normal-mode expression of the budget equation
for the streamwise velocity disturbance (of either first or second order) is cast in the form

D̂û
Dt

+ v̄
dû
dy

= −iα
p̂
ρ̄

+ Du + u-mgP + (n − 1)f N̂u, (4.11)
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Figure 2. Eigenfunction amplitudes and phases at synchronization location for (a) adiabatic wall (M = 4.5)
and (b) cold wall (M = 5.5). Solid lines, initially unstable mode; dashed lines, initially stable mode.

where

D̂û
Dt

= i (αū − ω) û, (4.12a)

Du = 1
ρ̄

{[
4
3
μ̄

(
i
dα

dx
− α2

)
+ 4

3
iα

∂μ̄

∂y

]
û + μ̄

d2û

dy2 + ∂μ̄

∂y
dû
dy

+ iα
∂μ̄

∂y
v̂ +

(
i
1
3
αμ̄ − 2

3
∂μ̄

∂x

)
dv̂

dy

}
, (4.12b)

u-mgP = −
[

û + ū

(
p̂
p̄

− T̂
T̄

)]
∂ ū
∂x

−
[
v̂ + v̄

(
p̂
p̄

− T̂
T̄

)]
∂ ū
∂y

, (4.12c)

N̂u = 1
ρ̄

[
iωρ̂

′û′ − iα(ρ̂
′ū + ρ̄û′

)û′ − (ρ̂
′
v̄ + ρ̄v̂

′
)
dû′

dy
− ρ̂

′û′ ∂ ū
∂x

− ρ̂
′
v̂

′ ∂ ū
∂y

]
, (4.12d)

where n = 1 for the budget of the first-order mode (·̂)′ and n = 2 for the second-order
mode (·̂)′′. The right-hand side of (4.11) represents the contributions due to the streamwise
pressure gradient, diffusion, transport of streamwise momentum disturbances resulting
from the base flow/perturbation interaction driven by the base flow velocity gradient and
the contribution resulting from the interaction of first-order modes.
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The budget equation for the wall-normal velocity disturbance is written as

D̂v̂

Dt
+ v̄

dv̂

dy
= − 1

ρ̄

dp̂
dy

+ Dv + v-mgP + (n − 1)f N̂v, (4.13)

with n = 1, 2, and where

D̂v̂

Dt
= i(αū − ω)v̂, (4.14a)

Dv = 1
ρ̄

{
−2

3
iα

∂μ̄

∂y
û +

(
i
1
3
αμ̄ − ∂μ̄

∂x

)
dû
dy

×
[
μ̄

(
i
dα

dx
− α2

)
+ iα

∂μ̄

∂x

]
v̂ + 4

3

(
μ̄

d2v̂

dy2 + ∂μ̄

∂y
dv̂

dy

)}
,

(4.14b)

v-mgP = −
[

û + ū

(
p̂
p̄

− T̂
T̄

)]
∂v̄

∂x
−
[
v̂ + v̄

(
p̂
p̄

− T̂
T̄

)]
∂v̄

∂y
, (4.14c)

N̂v = 1
ρ̄

[
iωρ̂

′
v̂

′ − iα(ρ̂
′ū + ρ̄û′

)v̂
′ − (ρ̂′

v̄ + ρ̄v̂
′) dv̂

′

dy
− ρ̂

′û′ ∂v̄

∂x
− ρ̂

′
v̂

′ ∂v̄

∂y

]
. (4.14d)

Similarly, the budget equation for the temperature disturbance T̂ = ê/cv is written as

D̂T̂
Dt

+ v̄
dT̂
dy

= − 1
ρ̄cv

( pθ)L + DT + 1
cv

φ̂L + T-mgP + (n − 1)f N̂T (4.15)

(n = 1, 2), where D̂T̂/Dt, ( pθ)L, DT , φ̂L, φ̂T,L, T-mgP and N̂T stand for, respectively,
the total time rate of change of T̂ , the exchanges of internal energy due to (linearized)
pressure–dilatation and heat conduction, the (linearized) viscous dissipation contribution,
the (linearized) thermal power dissipation, the exchanges of internal energy disturbances
resulting from base flow/perturbation interaction driven by base flow temperature
gradients and the contribution resulting from first-order mode interactions, whose
expressions are given in the following:

D̂T̂
Dt

= i(αū − ω)T̂, (4.16a)

( pθ)L = −p̄
(

iαû + dv̂

dy

)
− p̂

(
∂ ū
∂x

+ ∂v̄

∂y

)
, (4.16b)

DT = γ

Pr
1
ρ̄

{[
μ̄

(
−α2 + i

dα

dx

)
+ iα

∂μ̄

∂x

]
T̂ +

[
μ̄

d2T̂

dy2 + ∂μ̄

∂y
dT̂
dy

]}
, (4.16c)
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φ̂L = ν̄

{
4
(

∂ ū
∂x

iαû + ∂v̄

∂y
dv̂

dy

)
+ 2

(
∂ ū
∂y

+ ∂v̄

∂x

)(
dû
dy

+ iαv̂

)
−4

3

(
∂ ū
∂x

+ ∂v̄

∂y

)(
iαû + dv̂

dy

)}
, (4.16d)

T-mgP = −
[

û + ū

(
p̂
p̄

− T̂
T̄

)]
∂T̄
∂x

−
[
v̂ + v̄

(
p̂
p̄

− T̂
T̄

)]
∂T̄
∂y

, (4.16e)

N̂T = 1
ρ̄

{
iωρ̂

′T̂ ′ − ia(ρ̂
′ū + ρ̄û′

)T̂
′ − (ρ̂

′
v̄ + ρ̄v̂

′
)
dT̂
dy

− ρ̂
′û′ ∂T̄

∂x
− ρ̂

′
v̂

′ ∂T̄
∂y

− 1
cv

p̂′
(

iαû′ + dv̂′

dy

)
+ μ̄

cv

[
−2α2(û′

)2 + 2
(

dv̂′

dy

)2

+
(

dû′

dy
+ iαv̂′

)2

−α2(ŵ′
)2 +

(
dŵ′

dy

)2

− 2
3

(
iαû′ + dv̂′

dy

)2
]

+
(

ū
∂T̄
∂x

+ v̄
∂T̄
∂y

)
ρ̂

′ T̂
′

T̄

}
. (4.16f )

To interpret and understand the physical mechanisms controlling the wall behaviour of
the perturbations we have also analysed in detail the budgets in the near-wall proximity (i.e.
in the limit y → 0). Taking into account the boundary conditions at the wall, namely û =
v̂ = ŵ = T̂ = 0 and ū = v̄ = ∂ p̄/∂y = 0, the normal-mode expression of the continuity
equation (3.13a) and equations (4.11), (4.13) and (4.15) reduce to

dv̂

dy
= iω

p̂
p̄

− ∂v̄

∂y
p̂
p̄

− (n − 1)f
p̂′

p̄
dv̂

′

dy
, (4.17a)

μ̄
d2û

dy2 = iαp̂ + 2
3

dv̂

dy
∂μ̄

∂x
− dû

dy
∂μ̄

∂y
, (4.17b)

4
3
μ̄

d2v̂

dy2 = dp̂
dy

− 4
3

dv̂

dy
∂μ̄

∂y
− dû

dy
∂μ̄

∂x
, (4.17c)

p̄
dv̂

dy
= cp

Pr
d
dy

(
μ̄

dT̂
dy

)
+
[

8
3
μ̄

∂v̄

∂y
dv̂

dy
+ 2μ̄

∂ ū
∂y

dû
dy

]
− p̂

∂v̄

∂y

− (n − 1)f
(

p̂′ dv̂
′

dy
− ρ̄φ̂

′
)

, (4.17d)

where φ̂
′ = ν̄[ 4

3(dv̂′/dy)2 + (dû′/dy)2 + (dŵ′/dy)2] and n = 1, 2.

4.2.1. The u budget
Figure 3 reports the amplitudes and phases of the various terms of the budgets of the slow
and fast û modes at synchronization location for adiabatic wall (M = 4.5) and cold wall
(M = 5.5). At M = 4.5, D̂û/Dt is primarily driven by the streamwise pressure gradient
and by the base flow/perturbation interaction term. The latter attains a maximum in the
subsonic layer (at y/δ ≈ 1/4), whereas D̂û/Dt is maximum in the very near-wall region
(y/δ ≈ 1/10). The figure also shows that the effect of u-mgP is stronger for cold wall
than for adiabatic wall. It is worth noting that this one-way coupling term reflects the
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Figure 3. Budgets of the streamwise velocity perturbation of modes S and F for (a) adiabatic wall (M = 4.5)
and (b) cold wall (M = 5.5). Modulus in the first row and phase in the second row.

assumption that the base flow and the disturbances are weakly coupled. Namely, the
reciprocal effect leading to base flow distortion is neglected. At the wall, as predicted from
the asymptotic perturbation equation (4.17b), diffusion and streamwise pressure gradient
are in equilibrium (namely, diffusion of the perturbation streamwise velocity is dictated
by the streamwise pressure gradient).

For fast modes, D̂û/Dt, −iα(1/ρ̄)p̂ and u-mgP are approximately in phase within the
subsonic layer. For slow modes, D̂û/Dt and −iα(1/ρ̄)p̂ are nearly in phase opposition in
the vicinity of the critical layer (where ū = cr). At the critical layer D̂û/Dt exhibits a phase
jump. Note that no significant change in the behaviour is observed across synchronization
(data not reported).

4.2.2. The v budget
The budgets of the slow and fast v̂ modes are displayed in figure 4. The evolution of
the wall-normal perturbation velocity mode v̂ is essentially driven by the wall-normal
pressure gradient. Its total time rate of change D̂v̂/Dt and −(1/ρ̄)(dp̂/dy) superpose in
both amplitude and phase, for both slow and fast modes and for all Mach numbers. At
the wall, as in the case of the perturbation streamwise velocity, diffusion balances the
perturbation wall-normal pressure gradient.

The streamwise distributions of the amplitude and phase of the wall perturbation–
dilatation θ = dv̂/dy, the (negative) time rate of change of the pressure perturbation
iω(p̂/p̄) and the (negative) mean dilatation term −(p̂/p̄)θ̄ (θ̄ = ∂v̄/∂y) around
synchronization are reported in figure 5 for both the S and F modes. The figure shows
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Figure 4. Budgets of the wall-normal velocity perturbation of modes S and F for (a) adiabatic wall (M = 4.5)
and (b) cold wall (M = 5.5).

that, in the near-wall proximity, the effect of the mean dilatation is negligible and dv̂/dy ≈
iω(p̂/p̄); namely, the wall perturbation–dilatation is driven by the time rate of change of
pressure perturbation with a phase lag of approximately 90◦ independently of the Mach
number.

4.2.3. The T budget
For adiabatic wall, the budgets of the slow and fast T̂ modes (figure 6) show that, in the
subsonic layer, D̂T̂/Dt is primarily driven by the (linearized) pressure–dilatation ( pθ)L.
In the supersonic region, in addition to heat conduction effects (whose contribution is
most significant in the proximity of the critical layer), the exchanges of internal energy
associated with the perturbation/base flow interaction (T-mgP) also play a role. For cold
wall, in the subsonic layer D̂T̂/Dt is controlled by ( pθ)L and T-mgP. Dilatational effects
are then expected to be strongly influenced by energy exchanges induced by base flow
temperature gradients. It is also interesting to observe that near the critical layer the
initially stable mode S is also controlled by pressure–dilatation effects in addition to heat
conduction.

In the supersonic and subsonic (away from the wall) layers, D̂T̂/Dt and −( pθ)L are
approximately in phase at all Mach numbers. In agreement with (4.17d), figure 6 also
shows that for all cases, near the wall, the perturbation pressure–dilatation approximately
balances the heat conduction term (p̄(dv̂/dy) ≈ (cp/Pr)(d/dy)(μ̄(dT̂/dy))), since the
mean dilatation and the linearized viscous dissipation are approximately negligible.
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The above results confirm those of Chen et al. (2023a) who conducted a comparative
study on the dominant energy source terms showing that p̄θ̂ plays a dominant role near
the wall, whereas away from the wall mean temperature gradients play also a role in the
energy redistribution through the perturbation/base flow interaction term T-mgP.

4.2.4. Nonlinear interaction
We assume that the interaction of a mode q̂I1

(where I1 stands for either S or F) with a
mode q̂I2

(I2 standing for either F or S) produces a mode q̂I1
= εq̂′

I1
+ ε2q̂′′

Ĩ1/2
, where the

second-order mode is obtained from (4.10):

q̂′′
I1/2

= f L̂
−1

N̂
I1/I2
q , (4.18)

with N̂
I1/I2
q = N̂q(ρ̄, ū, . . . ; ρ̂

′
I1

û′
I2
, ρ̂

′
I1
v̂

′
I2
, . . .) representing the nonlinear contribution due

to cross-interactions.
For self-interactions, q̂I1

= εq̂′
I1

+ ε2q̂′′
I1

, where q̂′′
I1

= f L̂
−1

N̂
I1/I1
q . Here N̂

I1/I1
q stands for

the nonlinear contribution due to the interaction of mode I1 with itself (I1 standing for
either mode S or F), and it is computed as N̂

I1/I1
q = N̂q(ρ̄, ū, . . . ; ρ̂

′
I1

û′
I1
, ρ̂

′
I1
v̂

′
I1
, . . .).

The streamwise distributions of the amplitude of the nonlinear interaction contribution
(integrated in the wall-normal direction in the subsonic layer) are reported in figure 7 for
the streamwise and wall-normal velocity modes and for the temperature mode, considering
self-interactions (of the type S/S and F/F) and cross-interactions. For the latter, we consider
both the initially unstable/initially stable mode interactions (S/F for M = 4.5 and F/S for
M = 5.5) and the initially stable/initially unstable mode interactions (F/S for M = 4.5 and
S/F for M = 5.5). In the figure, the nonlinear terms N̂u, N̂v and N̂T are normalized by the
corresponding total time rate of change, namely

∫ ys
0 |N̂u|/|D̂û/Dt| dy,

∫ ys
0 |N̂v|/|D̂v̂/Dt| dy

and
∫ ys

0 |N̂T |/|D̂T̂/Dt| dy.
The contributions to second-order modes resulting from the interactions of first-order

modes are negligible for the û and v̂ modes, and rather small for T̂ modes. No significant
changes occur as the modes evolve in the streamwise direction when crossing the
synchronization location, and this for both self- and cross-interactions.

5. Governing equations for energy transfer analysis

Hypersonic boundary layer stability is characterized by the occurrence of fast and
slow modes, whose spatial evolution depends on the thermal surface state and on the
geometrical surface properties (Fedorov 2011; Fedorov & Tumin 2011). Temperature
disturbances also play an important role in hypersonic boundary layer stability because of
the energy exchanges between internal and kinetic disturbance energies (Zhu et al. 2018b).
To elucidate the underlying physical mechanisms, and in particular to understand whether
the mode spatial evolution is inviscid or viscous driven, we have analysed the transfer
mechanisms between disturbance kinetic energy and temperature disturbance energy. In
this process, the entropy (s), the disturbance kinetic energy (in the following, we use,
respectively, the symbols k′ and k′′ to refer to the perturbation kinetic energy of the first-
and second-order modes) and the temperature perturbation energy (similarly, we introduce
k′

T and k′′
T ) play an important role. To unravel the role in the amplification/suppression of

the effects of the wall thermal state, their evolutions are analysed in detail.
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Figure 7. Streamwise distribution of the amplitude of the nonlinear interaction term integrated in the
wall-normal direction at synchronization location: initially unstable (M = 4.5, S; M = 5.5; F)/initially stable
mode (M = 4.5, F; M = 5.5; S) interaction (M = 4.5, S/F; M = 5.5; F/S) and initially stable (M = 4.5, F; M =
5.5; S)/initially unstable mode (M = 4.5, S; M = 5.5; F) interaction (M = 4.5, F/S; M = 5.5; S/F). Note that in
the legend, N̂

∗
u, N̂

∗
v and N̂

∗
T stand for normalized quantities, namely

∫ ys
0 |N̂u|/|D̂û/Dt| dy,

∫ ys
0 |N̂v |/|D̂v̂/Dt| dy

and
∫ ys

0 |N̂T |/|D̂T̂/Dt| dy. (a) M = 4.5; (b) M = 5.5.

5.1. Entropy, kinetic energy and ‘temperature energy’ budgets
In the following, we briefly derive the instantaneous governing equations for the entropy,
the kinetic energy (k) and the ‘temperature energy’ variable (kT ). For the sake of the
analysis, we introduce the dimensionless entropy variable s̃ = s/cp defined as

s̃ = ln
(

T
T∞

)
− R

cp
ln
(

p
p∞

)
+ s̃∞. (5.1)

The transport equation for s̃ is obtained by using the Gibbs relation that gives

∂s
∂t

+ uj
∂s
∂xj

= − 1
ρcp

∂Js,j

∂xj︸ ︷︷ ︸
(i)

+ 1
cpT

φ︸ ︷︷ ︸
(ii)

+ 1
cp

φT︸ ︷︷ ︸
(iii)

, (5.2a)

with

Js,j = − 1
T

μ

Pr
∂T
∂xj

and ρφT = Js,j

(
− 1

T
∂T
∂xj

)
, (5.2b)
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where (̃) has been dropped. Term (i) is the entropy diffusion flux associated with heat
conduction, whereas terms (ii) and (iii) represent, respectively, the entropy production
associated with viscous dissipation and energy exchanges by heat conduction.

The budget of the kinetic energy (k = (u2 + v2 + w2)/2) is derived by taking the scalar
product of the momentum budget and the velocity vector, yielding

∂k
∂t

+ uj
∂k
∂xj

= −∂ujp
∂xj︸ ︷︷ ︸
(i)

+ p
ρ

∂uj

∂xj︸ ︷︷ ︸
(ii)

+ 1
ρ

∂uiσij

∂xj︸ ︷︷ ︸
(iii)

−φ︸︷︷︸
(iv)

. (5.3)

The various terms on the right-hand side of (5.3) represent the pressure work (i), the
pressure–dilatation (ii), the diffusion of kinetic energy (iii) and its dissipation due to
viscous effects (iv). Introducing the energy variable (in a mathematical sense) kT = T2/2,
its governing equation is derived by multiplying the internal energy budget (expressed in
terms of T , (2.1c)) by the temperature, thus obtaining

∂kT

∂t
+ uj

∂kT

∂xj
= − 1

ρcv

Tp
∂uj

∂xj︸ ︷︷ ︸
(i)

+ γ

ρPr
∂

∂xj

(
μ

∂kT

∂xj

)
︸ ︷︷ ︸

(ii)

+ 1
cv

Tφ︸ ︷︷ ︸
(iii)

−φkT︸ ︷︷ ︸
(iv)

, (5.4a)

with

φkT = γ

Pr
ν

(
∂T
∂xj

)2

. (5.4b)

The terms on the right-hand side of (5.4a) represent the contribution due to
pressure–dilatation (i), the exchange due to heat conduction (ii), the production associated
with viscous dissipation of kinetic energy (iii) and the effects of thermal power dissipation
associated with heat conduction (iv).

Inspection of (5.2a), (5.3) and (5.4a) shows the following:

(i) Pressure–dilatation (terms (ii) of (5.3) and (i) of (5.4a)) is a reversible inviscid
energy transfer mechanism and it has an increasingly important role as the Mach
number increases.

(ii) The action of viscous forces is an irreversible energy transfer mechanism (i.e.
associated with entropy production through term (iii) of (5.2a)) that has a tendency
to suppress mechanical energy (through term (iv) of (5.3)) and to amplify the
energy variable kT (term (iii) of (5.4a)), and its effect increases with the Mach
number (having an impact on the scales, and hence on the receptivity of the
boundary layer).

(iii) The energy exchange due to heat conduction is an irreversible process (term (ii) of
(5.2a)) whose action is toward suppressing kT (term (iv) of (5.4a)).

5.2. Governing equations for the entropy disturbances, the disturbance kinetic energy
and temperature disturbance energy

To shed some light on the physical mechanisms driving early-stage disturbance evolution
and the associated energy transfer mechanisms, we have analysed the budgets of the
entropy disturbances and of the disturbance kinetic and temperature disturbance energies
up to second order.
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5.2.1. Entropy disturbances
To derive the equations for the entropy disturbances, we first expand the thermodynamic
(5.1) and the constitutive (5.2) relations up to second order, thus obtaining

s̄ = ln
(

T̄
T∞

)
− R

cp
ln
(

p̄
p∞

)
+ s̄∞, J̄s,j = − 1

T̄
μ̄

Pr
∂T̄
∂xj

, (5.5a)

s′ = T ′

T̄
− R

cp

p′

p̄
, Js′,j = − μ̄

Pr
∂

∂xj

(
T ′

T̄

)
= J′

s,j, (5.5b)

s′′ = T ′′

T̄
− R

cp

p′′

p̄
− 1

2

[(
T ′

T̄

)2

− R
cp

(
p′

p̄

)2
]

, Js′′,j = J′′
s,j + μ̄

2Pr
∂

∂xj

(
T ′

T̄

)2

. (5.5c)

The governing equations for the entropy disturbances are then obtained introducing the
second-order decomposition in (5.2a) and using (5.5a)–(5.5c), thus giving

∂s(n)

∂t
+ ūj

∂s(n)

∂xj
= ν̄

Pr
∂2

∂x2
j

(
T(n)

T̄

)
+ 1

Prρ̄
∂

∂xj

(
T(n)

T̄

)
∂μ̄

∂xj

+ 1
cpT̄

φ
(n)
L + 1

PrT̄
φ

(n)
T,L − 1

ρ̄
(ρ(n)ūj + ρ̄u(n)

j )
∂ s̄
∂xj

+ (n − 1)f (N(n)
B,s + N(n)

S,s ), (5.6)

where n = 1, 2, and

φ
(n)
T,L = 2ν̄

(
1
T̄

∂T̄
∂xj

)
∂

∂xj

(
T(n)

T̄

)
(5.7)

is the linearized thermal power dissipation (associated with heat conduction). The terms
N(n)

B,s and N(n)
S,s account for the nonlinear contributions associated with lower-order-mode

interactions. For n = 1, N(1)
B,s = 0 and N(1)

S,s = 0; for n = 2,

N(2)
B,s = −ρ′

ρ̄

∂s′

∂t
− 1

ρ̄
(ρ′ūj + ρ̄u′

j)
∂s′

∂xj
− ρ′

ρ̄
u′

j
∂ s̄
∂xj

, (5.8a)

N(2)
S,s = 1

cpT̄

[
φ′ − T ′

T̄
φ′

L + 1
2

(
T ′

T̄

)2

φ̄

]
− 1

2Pr
∂

∂xj

[
μ̄

∂

∂xj

(
T ′

T̄

)2
]

, (5.8b)

with φ̄ = ν̄[2S̄ijS̄ij − 2
3 S̄��S̄kk] the base flow dissipation.

Dropping superscript (n) (unless confusion arises) and introducing the normal-mode
expansion in (5.6), gives

D̂ŝ
Dt

+ v̄
dŝ
dy

= Ds + φ̂s,u + φ̂s,T + s-mgP + (n − 1)f N̂s, (5.9)

where Ds and s-mgP represent, respectively, the normal-mode forms of the diffusion
and the base flow entropy gradient generation contributions, and φ̂s,u and φ̂s,T are the
normal-mode form of the entropy generation rates associated with viscous and heat
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conduction effects, with

Ds = ν̄

Pr

[(
α2 − i

dα

dx

)
T̂
T̄

+ 2iαT̂
∂

∂x

(
1
T̄

)
+ T̂

∂2

∂x2

(
1
T̄

)

+ 1
T̄

d2T̂

dy2 + 2
dT̂
dy

∂

∂y

(
1
T̄

)
+ T̂

∂2

∂y2

(
1
T̄

)]

+ 1
Pr

1
ρ̄

[
iα

T̂
T̄

+ T̂
∂

∂x

(
1
T̄

)]
1
T̄

∂μ̄

∂x
+ 1

Pr
1
ρ̄

[
1
T̄

dT̂
dy

+ T̂
∂

∂y

(
1
T̄

)]
∂μ̄

∂y
, (5.10a)

s-mgP = −
[

û + ū

(
p̂
p̄

− T̂
T̄

)]
∂ s̄
∂x

−
[
v̂ + v̄

(
p̂
p̄

− T̂
T̄

)]
∂ s̄
∂y

, (5.10b)

φ̂s,u = 1
cpT̄

φ̂L, (5.10c)

φ̂s,T = 1
T̄

φ̂T,L, (5.10d)

where

φ̂T,L = 2
ν̄

Pr

{[
1
T̄

∂T̄
∂x

1
T̄

iαT̂ + T̂
∂

∂x

(
1
T̄

)]
+
[

1
T̄

∂T̄
∂y

1
T̄

dT̂
dy

+ T̂
∂

∂y

(
1
T̄

)]}
(5.11)

and φ̂L is defined in (4.16d). Terms N̂B,s and N̂S,s are the normal-mode forms of the mode
interaction terms:

N̂B,s = iω
ρ̂

′

ρ̄
ŝ′ − iα

1
ρ̄

(ρ̂
′ū + ρ̄û′

)ŝ′ − 1
ρ̄

(ρ̂
′
v̄ + ρ̄v̂

′
)
dŝ′

dy
− ρ̂

′

ρ̄
û′ ∂ s̄

∂x
− ρ̂

′

ρ̄
v̂

′ ∂ s̄
∂y

, (5.12a)

N̂S,s = 1
cpT̄

⎡⎣φ̂
′ − T̂

′

T̄
φ̂

′
L + 1

2

(
T̂

′

T̄

)2

φ̄

⎤⎦− 1
2Pr

∂

∂xj

⎡⎣μ̄
∂

∂xj

(
T̂

′

T̄

)2
⎤⎦ . (5.12b)

Note that unless otherwise specified, here and in the following (̂·) stands for either the
first- or the second-order mode, respectively.

5.2.2. Disturbance kinetic energy
Let k̂′ and k̂′′ be the disturbance kinetic energy, respectively, of the first- and second-order
velocity disturbance mode. Defining k̂′ = R(û′

i)R(û′
i)/2 and k̂′′ = R(û′′

i )R(û′′
i )/2, R(·)

denoting the real part, the governing equations for the disturbance kinetic energies are
readily obtained by multiplying the real part of the nth-order normal-mode form of (3.13b)
by the real part of the nth-order velocity disturbance mode R(û(n)

i ). Dropping superscript
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(n), one has

R(ûi)R

[
∂ ûi

∂t
+ ūj

∂ ûi

∂xj
+ 1

ρ̄

∂ p̂
∂xi

− 1
ρ̄

∂σ̂ ij

∂xj
+ 1

ρ̄
(ρ̂ūj + ρ̄ûj)

∂ ūi

∂xj

]
= (n − 1)R(ûi)R( f N̂ui).

(5.13)
The governing equation for k̂ (k̂ standing for either k̂

′
or k̂

′′
) is then written as

D̂k̂
Dt

+ v̄
dk̂
dy

= − 1
ρ̄

ΠW + 1
ρ̄

Πθ + Dk − φ + Pk + (n − 1)N̂k, (5.14)

where ΠW , Πθ , Dk, φ and Pk are, respectively, the disturbance pressure work, the
pressure–dilatation, the diffusion of disturbance kinetic energy and its dissipation due to
viscous effects and the production resulting from base flow/mode interaction driven by
mean velocity gradients:

ΠW = ∂

∂xi
[R(p̂)R(ûi)], (5.15a)

Πθ = R(p̂)
∂

∂xi
[R(ûi)], (5.15b)

Dk = 1
ρ̄

∂

∂xi
[R(ûi)R(σ̂ ij)], (5.15c)

φ = 1
ρ̄
R(Ŝij)R(σ̂ ij), (5.15d)

Pk = − 1
ρ̄

{R(ûi)[R(ρ̂)ūj + ρ̄R(ûj)]}∂ ūi

∂xj
. (5.15e)

The term N̂k is the contribution to the higher-order disturbance kinetic energy resulting
from first-order mode interactions, defined as

N̂k = R(ûi)R( f N̂ui), (5.16)

with

N̂ui = 1
ρ̄

[
iωρ̂

′û′
i − iα(ρ̂

′ū + ρ̄û′
)û′

i − (ρ̂
′
v̄ + ρ̄v̂

′
)
dû′

i
dy

− ρ̂
′û′ ∂ui

∂x
− ρ̂

′
v̂

′ ∂ui

∂y

]
. (5.17)

5.2.3. Temperature disturbance energy
Let k̂′

T and k̂′′
T be the temperature disturbance energy, respectively, of the first- and

second-order temperature disturbance mode. Defining k̂′
T = R(T̂ ′)R(T̂ ′)/2 and k̂′′

T =
R(T̂ ′′)R(T̂ ′′)/2, the governing equations for the temperature disturbance energies are
readily obtained by multiplying the real part of the nth-order normal-mode form of

(3.13c) by the real part of the nth-order temperature disturbance mode R(T̂
(n)

). Dropping
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superscript (n), one has

R(T̂)R

{
∂T̂
∂t

+ ūj
∂T̂
∂xj

+ 1
ρ̄cv

[
p̂
∂ ūi

∂xi
+ p̄

∂ ûi

∂xi

]
− γ

Prρ̄
∂

∂xj

[
μ̄

∂T̂
∂xj

]}

+ R(T̂)R

{
− 1

cv

φ̂L + 1
ρ̄

[
ρ̂ūj + ρ̄ûj

] ∂T̄
∂xj

}
= (n − 1)R(T̂)R( f N̂T). (5.18)

The governing equation for k̂T (k̂T standing for either k̂′
T or k̂′′

T ) is then written as

D̂k̂T

Dt
+ v̄

dk̂T

dy
= − 1

ρ̄
Πθ,T + DkT + φu − φkT + PkT + (n − 1)N̂kT , (5.19)

where Πθ,T , DkT , φu, φkT and PkT are, respectively, the (normal-mode form of the)
temperature disturbance energy transfer associated with pressure–dilatation, the exchange
of temperature disturbance energy due to heat conduction, the production due to viscous
effects, the thermal power temperature disturbance energy loss and the production
resulting from base flow/mode interaction driven by mean temperature gradients:

Πθ,T = 1
cv

R(T̂)R

(
p̂
∂ ūi

∂xi
+ p̄

∂ ûi

∂xi

)
, (5.20a)

DkT = γ

Pr
1
ρ̄

∂

∂xj

[
R(T̂)μ̄R

(
∂T̂
∂xj

)]
, (5.20b)

φu = 1
cv

R(T̂)R(φ̂L), (5.20c)

φkT = γ

Pr
ν̄
∂R(T̂)

∂xj

∂R(T̂)

∂xj
, (5.20d)

PkT = − 1
cvρ̄

R(T̂)[R(ρ̂ūj + ρ̄ûj)]
∂T̄i

∂xj
. (5.20e)

The term N̂kT is the contribution to the higher-order temperature disturbance energy
resulting from first-order mode interactions, defined as

N̂kT = R(T̂)R( f N̂T), (5.21)

with

N̂T = 1
ρ̄cv

[
iωρ̂

′T̂ ′ − iα(ρ̂
′ū + ρ̄û′

)T̂ ′ − (ρ̂
′
v̄ + ρ̄v̂

′
)
dT̂ ′

dy
− ρ̂

′û′ ∂T̄
∂x

− ρ̂
′
v̂

′ ∂T̄
∂y

]

− 1
ρ̄cv

p̂′
(

iαû′ + dv̂′

dy

)
+ 1

cv

φ̂
′
. (5.22a)

Unless confusion arises, in the following R(·) is omitted for ease of reading. Equations
(5.14) and (5.19) show that at higher order, the disturbance kinetic and temperature
disturbance energies are driven not only by inviscid mechanisms associated with
dilatational effects, base flow/disturbance interaction and the combined actions of viscous
and heat conduction effects (as for the lower-order case), but also by velocity, pressure
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and temperature mode interactions. The equations show that disturbance kinetic energy is
drained by the action of viscous dissipation φ, whereas temperature disturbance energy is
produced by the action of linearized viscous dissipation (term T̂φ̂L/cv of (5.20c)) and is
dissipated by heat conduction effects (term φkT ).

5.2.4. Near-wall disturbance entropy and perturbation energy behaviour
In the near-wall vicinity, the entropy, the perturbation kinetic energy and the temperature
perturbation energy equations (5.6), (5.14) and (5.19) reduce to

−iωŝ = 1
Pr

1
ρ̄

∂

∂y

[
μ̄

d
dy

(
T̂
T̄

)]
+ 1

cpT̄
φ̂L + 1

T̄
φ̂T,L, (5.23a)

∂

∂y

(
μ̄

dk̂
dy

)
= ρ̄φ, (5.23b)

γ

Pr
∂

∂y

(
μ̄

dk̂T

dy

)
= ρ̄φkT , (5.23c)

where

φ̂L = 2ν̄

[
4
3

∂v̄

∂y
R

(
dv̂

∂y

)
+ ∂ ū

∂y
R

(
dû
∂y

)]
,

φ̂T,L = 2
ν̄

Pr

[
1
T̄

∂T̄
∂y

1
T̄
R

(
dT̂
∂y

)]
,

φ = ν̄

[
R

(
dû
∂y

)
R

(
dû
∂y

)
+ 4

3
R

(
dv̂

∂y

)
R

(
dv̂

∂y

)]
,

φkT = γ

Pr
ν̄R

(
dT̂
∂y

)
R

(
dT̂
∂y

)
.

⎫⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎬⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎭

(5.24)

Equations (5.23a)–(5.23c) show that at the wall

(i) there is no direct effect of mode interactions on both k and kT ;
(ii) dissipation and diffusive transport of perturbation kinetic energy are in

equilibrium; and
(iii) thermal power dissipation and transport associated with heat conduction of

temperature perturbation energy are in equilibrium.

6. Energy analysis

6.1. Perturbation energy analysis
The discussion being centred on the understanding of the underlying energy transfer
mechanisms, we scrutinize the contributions associated with the pressure–dilatation and
the dissipation due to viscous and heat conduction effects on the perturbation kinetic
energy and the temperature perturbation energy. In addition, to ascertain the role of the
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reversible versus the irreversible mechanisms we have also analysed in detail these effects
on the entropy perturbation. For clarity, the terms that have been scrutinized are

in the budget of s : φs,u = 1
cpT̄

T̂φL, φs,T = 1
PrT̄

φ̂T,L; (6.1a)

in the budget of k̂ : p̂θ̂ , −φS2, −φθ2; (6.1b)

in the budget of k̂T : − 1
cv

T̂( pθ)L, φu = 1
cv

T̂φL, −φkT , (6.1c)

with ρ̄φS2 = 2μ̄R(Ŝij)R(Ŝij), ρ̄φθ2 = −2
3
μ̄R(θ̂ )R(θ̂ ). (6.1d)

Observe that the linearized thermal power dissipation φ̂T,L (equation (5.11)) can in
principle attain either non-negative or non-positive values, and, consequently, entropy
perturbation can either increase or decrease due to (linearized) heat conduction. Similarly,
entropy perturbation can either increase or decrease by the action of the linearized
viscous dissipation, since φ̂L (equation (4.16d)) can in principle be either non-negative
or non-positive. As also proposed in Zhu et al. (2020, 2021), the dissipation of mechanical
energy is expressed as the sum of two terms (φ = φS2 + φθ2), where φS2 accounts for
the deformation work associated with the deformation tensor and φθ2 represents the
contribution due to dilatational effects (equation (6.1d)). Observe that φS2 ≥ 0 (i.e. k is
dissipated due to the action of deformation work), whereas φθ2 ≤ 0 (i.e. k is produced due
to dilatational viscous dissipation effects).

The budgets of the slow and fast entropy perturbation modes are reported in figure 8.
The figure shows that the primary physical mechanisms driving the entropy perturbation
evolution are its diffusion (associated with heat conduction) and the base flow entropy
gradient generation (s-mgP). The (linearized) viscous ((1/cpT̄)φ̂L) and thermal power
((1/T̄)φ̂T,L) dissipation contributions (in the discussion that follows their sum is also
referred to as the entropy generation rate) are negligible except in very close proximity
to the wall (but still small), where diffusion dominates. Across the critical layer, entropy
perturbation is primarily controlled by mean base flow entropy gradient production, by
transverse convection and diffusion and, to a lesser extent, by viscous dissipation (the
latter contribution being somewhat more significant for the fast mode). Across the critical
layer, diffusion plays a significant role in the slow (fast) mode for adiabatic (cold) wall.

The streamwise distributions of the generation rates integrated separately over the
subsonic sublayer (in the range [0, ys]; this region is hereafter simply referred to as the
subsonic region, Sub) and over the supersonic portion of the boundary layer above the
sonic line (in the range [ys, δ], δ being the local boundary layer height; this region is
hereafter simply referred to as the supersonic region, Sup) are reported in figure 9. The
contribution of term s-mgP (results not reported in the figure for clarity) is dominant,
further confirming that dissipative effects are rather negligible. In the supersonic region
(for both modes S and F), the generation rates are not in phase, whereas they are in phase
in the subsonic portion of the boundary layer. In the subsonic region, for adiabatic wall,
the contribution resulting from the effects due to viscous dissipation is more significant
than that due to thermal power dissipation. The opposite holds true for cold wall.

In conclusion, entropy perturbations are driven primarily by an inviscid mechanism
associated with base flow entropy gradient production (as already pointed out in the
discussion of the entropy perturbation budgets at synchronization location). This indicates
that to a good approximation, in the subsonic layer, where acoustic waves are trapped
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Figure 8. Budgets of the entropy perturbation of modes S and F for (a) adiabatic wall (M = 4.5) and (b) cold
wall (M = 5.5).
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Figure 9. Streamwise distributions of the entropy generation rate of modes S and F integrated in the
wall-normal direction across the supersonic (Sup) and subsonic (Sub) regions. The rates are normalized by
maxx[

∫ y |∂s/∂t + ū∂s/∂x| dy]. (a) M = 4.5; (b) M = 5.5.

(Mack 1984; Fedorov 2011; Zhong & Wang 2012), the exchange of energy is a reversible
process associated with pressure–dilatation.

The wall-normal budgets of the perturbation kinetic energy and of the temperature
perturbation energy in the subsonic portion of the boundary layer at synchronization
location are reported, respectively, in figures 10 and 11. Figure 10 shows that the
perturbation kinetic energy is driven by the pressure work, pressure–dilation and base
flow/perturbation interaction mechanisms. The slow mode undergoes positive pressure
work near the wall, which changes sign moving away from the wall becoming negative
at about 1/3 of the subsonic thickness. The pressure–dilatation term is predominantly
negative draining perturbation kinetic energy. For mode F, the pressure work is negative
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Figure 10. Perturbation kinetic energy budget of modes S and F at synchronization location. (a) M = 4.5;
(b) M = 5.5.

near the wall and the pressure–dilatation is positive contributing to an increase of its
perturbation kinetic energy. As in fully turbulent boundary layers, and in agreement with
(5.23b), dissipation and diffusion of perturbation kinetic energy by viscous effects are in
equilibrium at the wall. The budget of the temperature perturbation energy (figure 11)
shows that thermal power dissipation and the exchanges associated with heat conduction
are significant in the proximity of the wall, the two being in equilibrium at the wall (as
predicted from (5.23c)).

To better understand the underlying inviscid energy transfer mechanisms, we have
scrutinized in more detail the dilatation and dissipation rates associated with viscous
and heat conduction effects. Figure 12 reports the streamwise distributions of p̂θ̂ and
−T̂( pθ)L/cv for the adiabatic and cold-wall cases (M = 4.5 and M = 5.5, respectively)
at y = 1/8ys and ycrit. As also found by Zhu et al. (2020, 2021), the pressure–dilatation
exhibits a nearly sinusoidal variation in the streamwise direction alternating between
positive and negative values, and changes sign also in the wall-normal direction. For M =
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Figure 11. Temperature perturbation energy budget of modes S and F at synchronization location.
(a) M = 4.5; (b) M = 5.5.

4.5 (and M = 6 and M = 6.5 cases, not reported) the slow mode (which is the initially
unstable mode for these cases) experiences energy exchanges that grow in amplitude in
the streamwise direction, whereas the fast mode undergoes a decaying energy exchange
mechanism. The opposite holds true for M = 5.5, for which the fast mode is initially
unstable. The same features are observed for −T̂( pθ)L/cv .

The wall-normal distributions at synchronization location are reported in figure 13. To
second order, the slow mode experiences a local decrease of perturbation kinetic energy
in the subsonic near-wall region (i.e. p̂θ̂ < 0). On the contrary, the pressure–dilatation
contribution to the perturbation kinetic energy of mode F is positive (p̂θ̂ > 0).
Accordingly, for the slow mode, there is a transfer from mechanical to thermal perturbation
energy (pθ < 0 and −T̂( pθ)L > 0), whereas a reversed process is experienced by
the fast mode (p̂θ̂ > 0 and −T̂( pθ)L < 0). In the subsonic region p̂θ̂ and −T̂( pθ)L
are in phase opposition (perturbation kinetic energy is produced through p̂θ̂ at the
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expense of temperature perturbation energy through term −T̂( pθ)L and vice versa).
As a consequence, we conclude that when p̂θ̂ ≷ 0, −T̂p̄θ ≶ 0, and if p̂ and θ̂ are in phase
(not in phase), T̂ and θ̂ are also in phase (not in phase).
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It is interesting to observe that this bi-directionality is verified also to first order
(figure 14). In principle, this result is not to be expected. Indeed, if it is true for the kinetic
energy (u2

i /2) and the ‘energy variable’ (T2/2) of the flow, the same conclusion cannot
be reached a priori for the perturbation field at any order (i.e. when p̂θ̂ ≷ 0, −T̂( pθ)L
can take, in principle, any value). In figure 15 we report the wall-normal distributions
of ( pθ)L and p̄θ̂ up to second order. The figure shows that ( pθ)L ≈ p̄θ̂ (i.e. the base
flow dilatation is not significant in the establishment of the streamwise evolution of the
linearized pressure–dilatation term).

The observed change in sign of the pressure–dilatation indicates that a two-way
reversible energy transfer process is established, alternating between cooling and heating
in both the streamwise and wall-normal directions. The direction of this conversion process
is determined by the sign of the phase difference between the pressure and the dilatation
cos(ϕp − ϕθ), ϕp and ϕθ being the phase of p and θ , respectively (Zhu et al. 2020, 2021),
where

cos(ϕp − ϕθ) := ( pθ)

prmsθrms
with

{
p = p̄ + εR(p̂′) + ε2R(p̂′′)
θ = θ̄ + εR(θ̂

′
) + ε2R(θ̂

′′
).

(6.2)

Figure 16 shows the streamwise distribution of cos(ϕp − ϕθ) in the subsonic (at y =
ys/8) and supersonic (at y = ycrit) regions across synchronization for M = 4.5 and
M = 5.5. The wall-normal distributions at three different streamwise locations (before,
at and past synchronization) are displayed in figure 17. The figures show that in the
subsonic region the phase difference (ϕp − ϕθ ) varies periodically in the streamwise
direction assuming positive and negative values, and it is approximately constant in the
wall-normal direction. For M = 4.5, the initially unstable mode (mode S) experiences
mild heating/cooling/heating as it evolves in the near-wall layer and cooling moving away
from the wall. Similarly, for M = 5.5, the initially unstable mode (mode F) experiences
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cooling/heating/cooling in the near-wall region and undergoes cooling farther away from
the wall. It is also interesting to observe that at first order (ϕp − ϕθ ) does not vary with x
(figure 17), in agreement with the findings of Zhu et al. (2020).

The streamwise distributions of φS2 and φθ2 (generically referred to as dissipation rates
of the perturbation kinetic energy) and of T̂φL/cv and φkT (generically referred to as the
generation rates of the temperature perturbation energy) are reported in figure 18. The
dissipation and generation rates are normalized, respectively, by the local maxx |p̂θ̂ | and
maxx |T̂( pθ)L/cv|. The figure shows that the dilatational part of the deformation work
is smaller than that associated with the deformation tensor (that contributes to local
heating, even though negligible). In addition, thermal power dissipation is larger than the
linearized viscous dissipation of temperature perturbation energy. As previously observed
when discussing the entropy budget, the irreversible exchanges are much smaller than
the reversible ones (p̂θ̂ and −T̂( pθ)L/cv , not reported in the figure for clarity). It is also
interesting to observe that the irreversible energy exchange rates exhibit the same feature
as the reversible ones. Namely, the initially unstable modes (the slow and fast modes,
respectively, for M = 4.5 and M = 5.5) undergo an irreversible energy exchange process
that grows in amplitude in the streamwise direction, whereas the initially stable modes
undergo rapidly decaying energy exchanges.

The streamwise cumulative total perturbation kinetic energy (Ipθ ) and temperature
perturbation energy (I−T( pθ)L) exchanged by dilatation, respectively, in the subsonic
(superscript ‘sub’) and supersonic (superscript ‘sup’) regions are reported in figure 19,
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Figure 16. Streamwise distributions of cos(ϕp − ϕθ ) at y = ycrit (Sup) and y = ys/8 (Sub). Thin lines, first
order; thick lines, up to second order. (a) M = 4.5; (b) M = 5.5.

where

Isub
pθ =

∫ x ∫ ys

0
pθ dy dx, Isub

−T( pθ)L
=
∫ x ∫ ys

0
[−T( pθ)L] dy dx,

I
sup

pθ =
∫ x ∫ δ

ys

pθ dy dx, I
sup
−T( pθ)L

=
∫ x ∫ δ

ys

[−T( pθ)L] dy dx.

⎫⎪⎪⎪⎬⎪⎪⎪⎭ (6.3)

In the subsonic and supersonic, regions the terms are normalized by
∫ xend | ∫ ys

0 (·) dy| dx
and

∫ xend | ∫ δ

ys
(·) dy| dx, respectively. In both the subsonic and supersonic regions

across synchronization, the cumulative total perturbation kinetic energy of the initially
unstable modes (mode S for M = 4.5 and mode F for M = 5.5) exchanged by
pressure–dilatation is negative, whereas the cumulative temperature perturbation energy
is positive. Namely, unstable modes experience a reduction of kinetic energy while being
heated. The linearized pressure–dilatation being driven by the perturbation–dilatation
(( pθ)L ≈ p̄θ̂ ), pressure and temperature perturbations are in the same relation as the
perturbation–dilatation. For the initially stable modes, in the supersonic region an increase
of kinetic energy by dilatation effects is not accompanied by a reversible decrease of
temperature perturbation energy, and pressure and temperature perturbations are not in the
same relation as the perturbation–dilatation. In the subsonic region, as is the case of the

1000 A56-35

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/jf

m
.2

02
4.

91
2 

Pu
bl

is
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/jfm.2024.912


F. Grasso and X. Gloerfelt

0

2

4

6

(1/8) ys

ys

0

2

4

6

(1/8) ys

ys

0

2

4

6

(1/8) ys

ys

0

1

2

3

4

(1/8) ys

ys

0

1

2

3

4

(1/8) ys

ys

–1.0 –0.5 0 0.5 1.0 –1.0 –0.5 0 0.5 1.0 –1.0 –0.5 0 0.5 1.0

–1 0 1 –1 0 1 –1 0 1
0

1

2

3

4

(1/8) ys

ys

cos (ϕp – ϕθ) cos (ϕp – ϕθ) cos (ϕp – ϕθ)

y

y

Slow

Fast

Slow

Fast

Re = 923

Re = 2.54 × 103 Re = 2.55 × 103 Re = 2.56 × 103

Re = 937 Re = 951(a)

(b)

Figure 17. Wall-normal distributions of cos(ϕp − ϕθ ) at synchronization location. Thin lines, first order;
thick lines, up to second order. (a) M = 4.5; (b) M = 5.5.

M Mode Isub
pθ Isub

−T( pθ)L
p̂ and T̂ I

sup
pθ I

sup
−T( pθ)L

p̂ and T̂

4.5 S < 0 (p, θ not in phase) > 0 (T, θ in phase) I < 0 > 0 I
F < 0 > 0 I > 0 > 0 O

5.5 S > 0 < 0 I > 0 > 0 O
F < 0 (p, θ not in phase) > 0 (T, θ in phase) I < 0 > 0 I

6 S < 0 (p, θ not in phase) > 0 (T, θ in phase) I < 0 > 0 I
F < 0 > 0 I < 0 > 0 I

6.5 S < 0 (p, θ not in phase) > 0 (T, θ in phase) I < 0 > 0 I
F < 0 > 0 I > 0 > 0 O

Table 2. Cumulative total energy due to dilatational effects exchanged through self-interaction at
synchronization location in the subsonic and supersonic regions at various Mach numbers. Bold indicates
initially unstable mode. Here I means that p̂ and T̂ are in phase, whereas O means that p̂ and T̂ are not in phase.

initially unstable modes, they experience a reduction of kinetic energy while being heated.
Furthermore, the energy transfer process occurs in the early stages of the evolution and is
completed before synchronization location. Table 2 summarizes the results for all Mach
numbers and it shows that the energy exchanges exhibit the same features, independently
of the Mach number and of the wall thermal conditions.
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Figure 18. Streamwise distributions of the dissipation (φθ2 and φS2 ) and generation (T̂φL/cv and φKT ) rates
experienced by modes S and F at various wall-normal locations. At each y location, the dissipation and
generation rates are normalized, respectively, by maxx |p̂θ̂ | and maxx |T̂( pθ)L/cv |. Solid line, initially unstable
mode; dashed line, initially stable mode. (a) M = 4.5; (b) M = 5.5.

To further highlight the minor role of cross-interactions, we report in figure 20 the
streamwise distributions of the cumulative total perturbation kinetic energy (Ipθ ) and
temperature perturbation energy (I−T( pθ)L) exchanged by cross-interaction (S/F and F/S
as defined in § 4.2.4) through dilatation. The results show that the energy exchanges exhibit
the same features of self-interactions, independently of the Mach number and of the wall
thermal conditions.
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Figure 19. Streamwise distributions of the cumulative total perturbation kinetic energy (Ipθ ) and temperature
perturbation energy (I−T( pθ)L ) of modes S and F exchanged through dilatation in the subsonic (superscript
‘sub’) and supersonic (superscript ‘sup’) regions. In the subsonic and supersonic regions, the rates are
normalized, respectively, by

∫ xend | ∫ ys
0 (·) dy| dx and

∫ xend | ∫ δ

ys
(·) dy| dx. Solid line, initially unstable mode;

dashed line, initially stable mode. (a) M = 4.5; (b) M = 5.5.

7. Conclusions

In the present study we have carried out an analysis of the energy exchange mechanisms
driving the evolution of the leading perturbation modes at hypersonic Mach number for
both adiabatic and cold-wall thermal conditions. The analysis focusing on the early stages
of laminar-to-turbulent transition, we have developed a weakly nonlinear formulation of
the hypersonic boundary-layer stability following the work of Chu & Kovasznay (1958).

The selected conditions of the adiabatic wall cases are those of Ma & Zhong (2003a)
and Reed & Balakumar (1990) for M = 4.5 and M = 6, respectively, whereas for the
cold-wall cases they are those of Fedorov & Tumin (2011) at M = 5.5 and M = 6.5. Linear
stability theory shows that all selected cases exhibit synchronization of the slow (S) and
fast (F) modes, and are all inviscidly unstable. For the adiabatic cases and for the M = 6.5
cold-wall case, mode S is initially unstable, whereas mode F is the initially unstable one
at M = 5.5.
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Figure 20. Initially unstable/initially stable mode interactions. Streamwise distributions of the cumulative
total perturbation kinetic energy (Ipθ ) and temperature perturbation energy (I−T( pθ)L ) exchanged by
cross-interaction (S/F and F/S) through dilatation in the subsonic (superscript ‘sub’) and supersonic
(superscript ‘sup’) regions. In the subsonic and supersonic regions the rates are normalized, respectively,
by
∫ xend | ∫ ys

0 (·) dy| dx and
∫ xend | ∫ δ

ys
(·) dy| dx of the corresponding direct-interaction terms (S/S and F/F,

respectively). (a) M = 4.5, S/F; (b) M = 5.5, F/S; (c) M = 6, S/F; (d) M = 6.5, S/F.

A detailed scrutiny of the budgets of the various perturbation variables, including the
perturbation entropy, the perturbation kinetic energy and the temperature perturbation
energy, has led us to conclude that there is no dominant physical mechanism leading to
synchronization and that the nature of the energy transfer process is essentially inviscid.
Perturbation kinetic energy and temperature perturbation energy are reversibly exchanged
through perturbation–dilatational effects, the exchanges associated with those due to base
flow dilatation being negligible.

The energy transfer mechanism is driven by the initially unstable modes, and their
synchronization with the initially stable modes is not the result of any particular
mechanism that takes over. The subsonic layer is the region where the energy transfer
mechanism is primarily seeded as a consequence of the thermoacoustic trapping. In this
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region, the analysis shows that the pressure and temperature perturbations (at any order)
are in the same relation as the perturbation–dilatation (of the same order). As a result,
when p and θ are in phase, T and θ are also in phase and perturbation kinetic energy is
produced at the expense of temperature perturbation energy. The opposite is true when p
and θ are not in phase.

The direction of the conversion process associated with pθ is determined by the sign
of the phase difference between the pressure and the dilatation. The phase difference
(ϕp − ϕθ ) features a nearly sinusoidal variation in the streamwise direction alternating
between positive and negative values, exhibiting sign changes also in the wall-normal
direction in the subsonic region. This indicates that a two-way reversible energy transfer
process is established alternating between cooling and heating, in both the streamwise and
wall-normal directions. This behaviour is observed only when accounting for second-order
contributions, thus confirming the essential role of nonlinear effects in the phase change
of the pressure–dilatation.

In the subsonic layer, the thermal power dissipation due to heat conduction is strongly
affected by the wall thermal conditions, and is more significant for cold wall due to
reduction of the boundary-layer scales and the subsequent increase of both the mean
and perturbation temperature gradients. In the supersonic region, the large gradients that
establish at the critical layer height account for significant thermal power dissipation
independently of the wall thermal state.

In conclusion, the present study indicates that the spatial evolution of both slow and
fast modes is driven by the same dilatational mechanisms. The analysis of the amplitudes
of the nonlinear contributions for both self- and cross-interactions of first-order velocity
and temperature modes shows that no significant changes occur as the modes evolve in
the streamwise direction when crossing the synchronization location, and this for both
self- and cross-interactions. In addition, we also observe that the energy exchanges exhibit
the same features of self-interactions, independently of the Mach number and of the wall
thermal conditions. This result is consistent with PSE and DNS analyses that observe only
the unstable mode (hence, no cross-interaction). Another possibility to further investigate
the absence of FS synchronization at various Mach numbers and wall thermal conditions
might be to use an input/output methodology, where modes F and S could be prescribed
as inputs, and the output response could rely on DNS or nonlinear PSE solver, rather than
the linearized Navier–Stokes solver in Nichols & Candler (2019).

Supplementary material. Supplementary material is available at https://doi.org/10.1017/jfm.2024.912.

Acknowledgements. The first author acknowledges funding received from Princeton University as Global
Research Scholar and William Robert Kenan, Jr., Distinguished Visiting Professor in the Department
of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering of the School of Engineering and Applied Science. He also
acknowledges fruitful exchanges on the subject with Professor H. A. Stone.

Declaration of interests. The authors report no conflict of interest.

Data availability statement. The data that support the findings of this study are available on request.

Author ORCIDs.
Francesco Grasso https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3826-6624;
Xavier Gloerfelt https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2156-8282.

1000 A56-40

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/jf

m
.2

02
4.

91
2 

Pu
bl

is
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/jfm.2024.912
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3826-6624
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3826-6624
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2156-8282
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2156-8282
https://doi.org/10.1017/jfm.2024.912


Second-order analysis of hypersonic boundary-layer stability

Appendix A. Governing equations for the base flow properties

A.1. Base flow equations
The governing equations for the base flow are derived assuming two-dimensional
(quasi-)non-parallel base flow, namely ū = ū(x, y), v̄ = v̄(x, y), w̄ = 0, ρ̄ = ρ̄(x, y), T̄ =
T̄(x, y), p̄ = p̄(x, y). In non-divergence form, the governing equations (2.1a)–(2.1c) for the
base flow variables (ρ̄, ū, v̄, p̄, T̄) reduce to

ū
∂ρ̄

∂x
+ v̄

∂ρ̄

∂y
+ ρ̄

∂ ū
∂x

+ ρ̄
∂v̄

∂y
= 0, (A1)

ū
∂ ū
∂x

+ v̄
∂ ū
∂y

= − 1
ρ̄

∂ p̄
∂x

+ Dū, (A2)

ū
∂v̄

∂x
+ v̄

∂v̄

∂y
= − 1

ρ̄

∂ p̄
∂y

+ Dv̄, (A3)

ū
∂T̄
∂x

+ v̄
∂T̄
∂y

= − p̄
ρ̄cv

(
∂ ū
∂x

+ ∂v̄

∂y

)
+ DT̄ + φT̄ , (A4)

p̄ = ρ̄RT̄, (A5)

with

Dū = ν̄
∂

∂x

[
2
∂ ū
∂x

− 2
3

(
∂ ū
∂x

+ ∂v̄

∂y

)]
+ ν̄

∂

∂y

(
∂ ū
∂y

+ ∂v̄

∂x

)
+ 1

ρ̄

[
2
∂ ū
∂x

− 2
3

(
∂ ū
∂x

+ ∂v̄

∂y

)]
∂μ̄

∂x
+ 1

ρ̄

(
∂ ū
∂y

+ ∂v̄

∂x

)
∂μ̄

∂y
, (A6)

Dv̄ = ν̄
∂

∂x

(
∂ ū
∂y

+ ∂v̄

∂x

)
+ ν̄

∂

∂y

[
2
∂v̄

∂y
− 2

3

(
∂ ū
∂x

+ ∂v̄

∂y

)]
+ 1

ρ̄

(
∂ ū
∂y

+ ∂v̄

∂x

)
∂μ̄

∂x
+ 1

ρ̄

[
2
∂v̄

∂y
− 2

3

(
∂ ū
∂x

+ ∂v̄

∂y

)]
∂μ̄

∂y
, (A7)

DT̄ = γ

Pr
ν

(
∂2T̄
∂2x

+ ∂2T̄
∂2y

)
+ γ

Pr

(
∂T̄
∂x

∂μ̄

∂x
+ ∂T̄

∂y
∂μ̄

∂y

)
,

φT̄ = 1
cv

φ̄,

⎫⎪⎪⎪⎬⎪⎪⎪⎭ (A8)

with φ̄ the viscous dissipation of base flow kinetic energy (k̄ = (ū2 + ū)/2):

φ̄ = ν̄

[
2
(

∂ ū
∂x

)2

+ 2
(

∂v̄

∂y

)2

+
(

∂ ū
∂y

+ ∂v̄

∂x

)2

− 2
3

(
∂ ū
∂x

+ ∂v̄

∂y

)2
]

, (A9)

and Dū, Dv̄ and DT̄ and φ̄ represent, respectively, the diffusion of the streamwise
and wall-normal velocities and the exchange of the base flow internal energy by heat
conduction.
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The governing equations for the base flow entropy and energy variables are given as
follows:

ū
∂ s̄
∂x

+ v̄
∂ s̄
∂y

= Ds̄ + φs̄,ū + φs̄,T̄ , (A10)

ū
∂ k̄
∂x

+ v̄
∂ k̄
∂y

= − 1
ρ̄

ΠW̄ + 1
ρ̄

Πθ̄ + Dk̄ − φ̄, (A11)

ū
∂ k̄T

∂x
+ v̄

∂ k̄T

∂y
= − 1

ρ̄
Πθ̄,T̄ + Dk̄T

+ φ̄u − φ̄kT , (A12)

where k̄T = T̄2
/2 is the base flow ‘temperature’ energy variable.

The terms Ds̄, φs̄,ū and φs̄,T̄ appearing in (A10) stand for, respectively, the diffusion of
base flow entropy associated with heat conduction, and the generation rates due to viscous
and thermal power dissipation:

Ds̄ = ν

Pr

[
∂

∂x

(
1
T̄

∂T̄
∂x

)
+ ∂

∂y

(
1
T̄

∂T̄
∂y

)]
+ 1

Pr
1
ρ̄

(
∂T̄
∂x

∂μ̄

∂x
+ ∂T̄

∂y
∂μ̄

∂y

)
,

φs̄,ū = 1
cp

1
T̄

φ̄,

φs̄,T̄ = ν

Pr

[(
1
T̄

∂T̄
∂x

)2

+
(

1
T̄

∂T̄
∂y

)2]
.

⎫⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎬⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎭
(A13)

The terms ΠW̄ , Πθ̄ , Dk̄ and φ̄ of (A11) represent, respectively, the pressure work, the
pressure–dilatation, the diffusion of the base flow kinetic energy and its dissipation due to
viscous effects:

ΠW̄ =
(

∂ ūp̄
∂x

+ ∂v̄p̄
∂y

)
, (A14)

Πθ̄ = p̄
(

∂ ū
∂x

+ ∂v̄

∂y

)
, (A15)

Dk̄ = ν̄
∂

∂x
ū
[

2
∂ ū
∂x

− 2
3

(
∂ ū
∂x

+ ∂v̄

∂y

)]
+ ν̄

∂

∂y

[
ū
(

∂ ū
∂y

+ ∂v̄

∂x

)]
+ 1

ρ̄
ū
[

2
∂ ū
∂x

− 2
3

(
∂ ū
∂x

+ ∂v̄

∂y

)]
∂μ̄

∂x
+ 1

ρ̄
ū
(

∂ ū
∂y

+ ∂v̄

∂x

)
∂μ̄

∂y

+ ν̄
∂

∂x

[
v̄

(
∂ ū
∂y

+ ∂v̄

∂x

)]
+ 1

ρ̄
v̄

(
∂ ū
∂y

+ ∂v̄

∂x

)
∂μ̄

∂x
+ ν̄

∂

∂y
v̄

[
2
∂v̄

∂y
− 2

3

(
∂ ū
∂x

+ ∂v̄

∂y

)]
+ 1

ρ̄
v̄

[
2
∂v̄

∂y
− 2

3

(
∂ ū
∂x

+ ∂v̄

∂y

)]
∂μ̄

∂y
. (A16)

Terms Πθ̄,T̄ , Dk̄T
, φ̄u = T̄φ̄ and φ̄kT stand for, respectively, the base flow

temperature/pressure–dilatation, the diffusion of the base flow energy variable and its
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production due to the action of the base flow viscous forces and the thermal power
dissipation associated with base flow heat conduction.:

Πθ̄,T̄ = T̄p̄
(

∂ ū
∂x

+ ∂v̄

∂y

)
, (A17)

Dk̄T
= γ

Pr
ν

(
∂2k̄T

∂x2 + ∂2k̄T

∂y2

)
+ γ

Pr
1
ρ̄

(
∂ k̄T

∂x
∂μ̄

∂x
+ ∂ k̄T

∂y
∂μ̄

∂y

)
, (A18)

φ̄u = γ

cv

T̄φ̄, (A19)

φ̄kT = 1
cv

ν̄

[(
∂T̄
∂x

)2

+
(

∂T̄
∂y

)2]
. (A20)

A.2. Base flow analysis
The solution of the base flow equations (A1)–(A4) is obtained through the similarity
solution of a zero-pressure-gradient compressible laminar boundary layer and introducing
a generalized coordinate transformation based on the Lees–Dorodnitsyn similarity
variables (Anderson 2002), with the streamwise derivatives appearing in the equations
being evaluated by finite differencing. In figure 21 (only the M = 4.5 adiabatic wall case
is reported), we briefly discuss the budgets of the base flow streamwise velocity component
(ū), entropy (s̄), kinetic energy (k̄) and ‘temperature’ energy (k̄T ). In the critical-layer
region, the streamwise convection of ū (ū(∂ ū/∂x)) is affected by diffusion and convection
normal to the wall (v̄(∂ ū/∂y)), which depend strongly on the large gradients that establish
in this region. Base flow entropy is produced primarily by thermal power due to heat
conduction that is then diffused towards the wall balancing entropy production by viscous
dissipation. Similarly, in the region around the critical layer, base flow kinetic energy
is produced and it diffuses towards the wall balancing the energy removed by viscous
dissipation, whereas k̄T is removed by thermal power dissipation and diffused by heat
conduction towards the wall to balance the production due to viscous dissipation.

Appendix B. Linear stability matrices

Dropping the superscripts ()′ and ()′′ and decomposing the disturbances in normal modes,
the stability equations are cast in the following compact matrix form:

C
d2q̂

dy2 + B
dq̂
dy

+ Aq̂ = (n − 1)f N̂, (B1)

where A = A(α, ω, M, Re; ρ̄, ūi, p̄, T̄), B = B(α, ω, M, Re; ρ̄, ūi, p̄, T̄) and C = C(α, ω,

M, Re; ρ̄, ūi, p̄, T̄) are (5 × 5) matrices (we recall that N̂ is the normal-mode
representation of the first-order interaction contribution to the second-order modes). The
non-zero coefficients of A, B and C are

A1,1 =
(

iρ̄α + ∂ρ̄

∂x

)
, (B2a)

A1,2 = ∂ρ̄

∂y
, (B2b)
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ū ∂k̄T
∂x

Dk̄

–φ
–

Πθ̄

–ΠW̄

v̄
∂k̄
∂y
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Figure 21. Base flow budgets at M = 4.5. The symbols on the vertical axes identify the locations of the sonic
and critical layer heights for the slow and fast modes: square, generalized inflection point; diamond, critical
layer height; circle, sonic layer height.

A1,4 =
{[

i (αū − ω) +
(

∂ ū
∂x

+ ∂v̄

∂y

)]
ρ̄

p̄
+ ū

(
1
p̄

∂ρ̄

∂x
− ρ̄

p̄2
∂ p̄
∂x

)
+ v̄

(
1
p̄

∂ρ̄

∂y
− ρ̄

p̄2
∂ p̄
∂y

)}
,

(B2c)

A1,5 = −
{[

i (αū − ω) +
(

∂ ū
∂x

+ ∂v̄

∂y

)]
ρ̄

T̄
+ ū

(
1
T̄

∂ρ̄

∂x
− ρ̄

T̄2
∂T̄
∂x

)
+ v̄

(
1
T̄

∂ρ̄

∂y
− ρ̄

T̄2
∂T̄
∂y

)}
, (B2d)

A2,1 =
{[

i (αū − ω) + ∂ ū
∂x

]
ρ̄ + 4

3
μ̄

(
α2 − i

dα

dx

)
− 4

3
iα

∂μ̄

∂x

}
, (B2e)

A2,2 =
(

ρ̄
∂ ū
∂y

− iα
∂μ̄

∂y

)
, (B2f )

A2,4 =
[(

ū
∂ ū
∂x

+ v̄
∂ ū
∂y

)
ρ̄

p̄
+ iα

]
, (B2g)

A2,5 = −
(

ū
∂ ū
∂x

+ v̄
∂ ū
∂y

)
ρ̄

T̄
, (B2h)
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A3,1 =
(

ρ̄
∂v̄

∂x
+ 2

3
iα

∂μ̄

∂y

)
, (B2i)

A3,2 =
[

i (αū − ω) + ∂v̄

∂y

]
ρ̄ + μ̄

(
α2 − i

dα

dx

)
− iα

∂μ̄

∂x
, (B2j)

A3,4 =
[(

ū
∂v̄

∂x
+ v̄

∂v̄

∂y

)
ρ̄

p̄

]
, (B2k)

A3,5 = −
(

ū
∂v̄

∂x
+ v̄

∂v̄

∂y

)
ρ̄

T̄
, (B2l)

A4,3 =
{

i (αū − ω) ρ̄ +
[
μ̄

(
α2 − i

dα

dx

)
− iα

∂μ̄

∂x

]}
, (B2m)

A5,1 =
{
ρ̄

∂T̄
∂x

+ iα
p̄
cv

− iα
μ̄

cv

[
4
∂ ū
∂x

− 4
3

(
∂ ū
∂x

+ ∂v̄

∂y

)]}
, (B2n)

A5,2 =
[
ρ̄

∂T̄
∂y

− iα
μ̄

cv

2
(

∂ ū
∂y

+ ∂v̄

∂x

)]
, (B2o)

A5,4 =
[(

ū
∂T̄
∂x

+ v̄
∂T̄
∂y

)
ρ̄

p̄
+ 1

cv

(
∂ ū
∂x

+ ∂v̄

∂y

)]
, (B2p)

A5,5 =
{

i (αū − ω) ρ̄ −
(

ū
∂T̄
∂x

+ v̄
∂T̄
∂y

)
ρ̄

p̄
+ γ

Pr
μ̄

(
α2 − i

dα

dx

)
− iα

γ

Pr
∂μ̄

∂x

}
; (B2q)

B1,2 = ρ̄, (B3a)

B1,4 = v̄
ρ̄

p̄
, (B3b)

B1,5 = −v̄
ρ̄

T̄
, B2,1 =

(
ρ̄v̄ − ∂μ̄

∂y

)
, (B3c)

B2,2 =
(

−iα
1
3
μ̄ + 2

3
∂μ̄

∂x

)
, (B3d)

B3,1 =
(

−i
1
3
αμ̄ − ∂μ̄

∂x

)
, (B3e)

B3,2 =
(

ρ̄v̄ − 4
3

∂μ̄

∂y

)
, (B3f )

B3,4 = 1, (B3g)

B4,3 =
(

ρ̄v̄ − ∂μ̄

∂y

)
, (B3h)

B5,1 = − μ̄

cv

2
(

∂ ū
∂y

+ ∂v̄

∂x

)
, (B3i)

B5,2 =
{

p̄
cv

− μ̄

cv

[
4
∂v̄

∂y
− 4

3

(
∂ ū
∂x

+ ∂v̄

∂y

)]}
, (B3j)

B5,5 =
(

ρ̄v̄ − γ

Pr
∂μ̄

∂y

)
; (B3k)
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C2,1 = −μ̄, (B4a)

C3,2 = −4
3
μ̄, (B4b)

C4,3 = −μ̄, (B4c)

C5,5 = − γ

Pr
μ̄. (B4d)

REFERENCES

ANDERSON, J.D. 2002 Modern Compressible Flow: With Historical Perspective, 3rd edn. McGraw-Hill.
BALAKUMAR, P. & MALIK, M.R 1992 Discrete modes and continuous spectra in supersonic boundary layers.

J. Fluid Mech. 239, 631–656.
CHEN, X., ZHU, Y. & LEE, C. 2017 Interactions between second mode and low-frequency waves in a

hypersonic boundary layer. J. Fluid Mech. 820, 693–735.
CHEN, Y., GUO, P. & WEN, C. 2023a Consistent energy-based framework of amplification mechanims for

the second mode in hypersonic boundary layers. Phys. Fluids 366, 124107.
CHEN, Y., GUO, P. & WEN, C. 2023b A unified explanation of energy growth sources for unstable modes in

flat-plate boundary layers. J. Fluid Mech. 972, A5.
CHU, B.-T. & KOVASZNAY, L.S.G. 1958 Non-linear interactions in a viscous heat-conducting compressible

gaz. J. Fluid Mech. 3, 494–514.
DOAK, P.E. 1971 On the interdependence between acoustic and turbulent fluctuating motions in a moving

fluid. J. Sound Vib. 19 (2), 211–225.
DOAK, P.E. 1989 Momentum potential theory of energy flux carried by momentum fluctuations. J. Sound Vib.

131 (1), 67–90.
FEDOROV, A. 2011 Transition and stability for high-speed boundary layers. Annu. Rev. Fluid Mech. 43, 79–95.
FEDOROV, A. & TUMIN, A. 2011 High-speed boundary-layer instability: old terminilogy and a new

framework. AIAA J. 49 (8), 1647–1657.
FEDOROV, A.V. & KHOKHLOV, A.P. 2001 Prehistory on instability in a hypersonic boundary layer. Theor.

Comput. Fluid Dyn. 14, 339–375.
GILL, A.E. 1965 Instabilities of top-hat jets and wakes in compressible fluids. Phys. Fluids 8 (8), 1428–1430.
GLOERFELT, X. & ROBINET, J.-C. 2017 Silent inflow condition for turbulent boundary layers. Phys. Rev.

Fluids 2, 124603.
KUEHL, J.J. 2018 Thermoacoustic interpretation of second-mode instability. AIAA J. 56 (9), 3585–3592.
LEES, L. & LIN, C.C. 1946 Investigation of the stability of the laminar boundary layer in a compressible fluid.

NACA Tech. Rep. 1115.
LIANG, T., KAFLE, S., AMIN KHAN, A., PAREDES, P. & KUEHL, J. 2023 On the inviscid energetics of

Mack’s first mode instability. Theor. Comput. Fluid Dyn. 37, 1–15.
LIFSHITZ, Y., DEGANI, D. & TUMIN, A. 2012 Study of discrete modes branching in high-speed boundary

layers. AIAA J. 50 (10), 2202–2210.
MA, Y. & ZHONG, X. 2003a Receptivity of a supersonic boundary layer over a flat plate. Part 1. Wave

structures and interactions. J. Fluid Mech. 488, 31–78.
MA, Y. & ZHONG, X. 2003b Receptivity of a supersonic boundary layer over a flat plate. Part 2. Receptivity

to free-stream sound. J. Fluid Mech. 488, 79–121.
MACK, L.M. 1963 The inviscid stability of the compressible laminar boundary layer. In Space Programs

Summary, vol. 37-23, p. 297. Jet Propulsion Laboratory.
MACK, L.M. 1984 Boundary layer linear stability theory. Tech. Rep. 709. AGARD.
MILES, J.W. 1957 On the reflection of sound at an interface of relative motion. J. Acoust. Soc. Am. 29 (2),

226–228.
MORKOVIN, M.V. 1987 Transition at hypersonic speeds. NASA Contractor Rep. ICASE 178315. NASA

Langley Research Center.
NICHOLS, J.W. & CANDLER, G.V. 2019 Input-output analysis of complex hypersonic boundary layers. AIAA

SciTech Forum, AIAA Paper 2020-1383.
REED, H.L. & BALAKUMAR, P. 1990 Compressible boundary-layer stability theory. Phys. Fluids A 2 (8),

1341–1349.
RIBNER, H.S. 1957 Reflection, transmission, and amplification of sound by a moving medium. J. Acoust. Soc.

Am. 29 (4), 435–441.
STETSON, K.F. & KIMMEL, R.L. 1992 On hypersonic boundary-layer stability. AIAA Paper 92-0737.

1000 A56-46

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/jf

m
.2

02
4.

91
2 

Pu
bl

is
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/jfm.2024.912


Second-order analysis of hypersonic boundary-layer stability

TAM, C.K.W. & HU, F.Q. 1989 On the three families of instability waves of high-speed jets. J. Fluid Mech.
201, 447–483.

TIAN, X. & WEN, C. 2021 Growth mechanisms of second-mode instability in hypersonic boundary layers. J.
Fluid Mech. 908, R4.

TUMIN, A. 2007 Three-dimensional spatial normal modes in compressible boundary layers. J. Fluid Mech.
586, 295–322.

TUMIN, A. 2020 LST and the eigenfunction expansion method for linearized Navier–Stokes equations - a
summary. AIAA SciTech Forum, AIAA Paper 2020-0105.

UNNIKRISHNAN, S. & GAITONDE, D.V. 2019 Interactions between vortical, acoustic and thermal components
during hypersonic transition. J. Fluid Mech. 868, 611–647.

ZHANG, Y., GÖRTZ, S. & OBERLACK, M. 2022 Over-reflection of acoustic waves by supersonic exponential
boundary layer flows. J. Fluid Mech. 945, A9.

ZHONG, X. & WANG, X. 2012 Direct numerical simulation on the receptivity, instability, and transition of
hypersonic boundary layers. Annu. Rev. Fluid Mech. 44, 527–561.

ZHU, Y., CHEN, X., WU, J., CHEN, S., LEE, C. & GAD-EL HAK, M. 2018a Aerodynamic heating in
transitional hypersonic boundary layers: role of second-mode instability. Phys. Fluids 30, 011701.

ZHU, Y., GU, D., ZHU, W., CHEN, S., LEE, C. & ORAN, E.S. 2021 Dilatational-wave-induced aerodynamic
cooling in transitional hypersonic boundary layers. J. Fluid Mech. 911, A36.

ZHU, Y., LEE, C., CHEN, X., WU, J., CHEN, S. & GAD-EL HAK, M. 2018b New identified principle for
aerodynamic heating in hypersonic flows. J. Fluid Mech. 855, 152–180.

ZHU, Y., ZHANG, C., CHEN, X., YUAN, H., WU, J., CHEN, S., LEE, C. & GAD-EL HAK, M. 2016
Transition in hypersonic boundary layers: role of dilatational waves. AIAA J. 54 (10), 3039–3049.

ZHU, Y., ZHU, W., GU, D., CHEN, S., LEE, C. & ORAN, E.S. 2020 Acoustic-wave-induced cooling in onset
of hypersonic turbulence. Phys. Fluids 32, 061702.

1000 A56-47

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/jf

m
.2

02
4.

91
2 

Pu
bl

is
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/jfm.2024.912

	1 Introduction
	1.1 Role of pressure and dilatation in hypersonic transition
	1.2 Synchronizations and interactions of instabilities
	1.3 Scope of the study

	2 Governing equations
	3 Second-order nonlinear disturbance equations
	3.1 Governing equations for first-order disturbances
	3.2 Governing equations for second-order disturbances
	3.3 Disturbance governing equations

	4 Stability analysis to second order
	4.1 Linear stability results
	4.2 Budget analysis
	4.2.1 The u budget
	4.2.2 The v budget
	4.2.3 The T budget
	4.2.4 Nonlinear interaction


	5 Governing equations for energy transfer analysis
	5.1 Entropy, kinetic energy and `temperature energy' budgets
	5.2 Governing equations for the entropy disturbances, the disturbance kinetic energy and temperature disturbance energy
	5.2.1 Entropy disturbances
	5.2.2 Disturbance kinetic energy
	5.2.3 Temperature disturbance energy
	5.2.4 Near-wall disturbance entropy and perturbation energy behaviour


	6 Energy analysis
	6.1 Perturbation energy analysis

	7 Conclusions
	Appendix A. Governing equations for the base flow properties
	A.1 Base flow equations
	A.2 Base flow analysis

	Appendix B. Linear stability matrices
	References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings false
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 400
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


