WILLIAM ALEXANDER CARROTHERS, 1889-1951

W. A. CarrorHERs, who died at Victoria, British Columbia, on August 29, 1951,
was born at Brookeborough, Fermanagh, Ireland in 1889. He was educated at
the Methodist College in Belfast and subsequently at Wesley College, Winni-
peg, receiving his B.A. degree from the University of Manitoba in 1915. As
for so many others the war marked a turning point. He served first in the
Canadian Army and then in the Royal Air Force and had a distinguished war
record. After the war he continued his studies at the University of Edinburgh
where he lectured in Political Economy and received the degree of Ph.D. in
1921. He then returned to Canada and was appointed Professor of Economics
at the University of Saskatchewan. In 1928 he spent a sabbatical year in post-
graduate work at the London School of Economics, and wrote his book on
Emigration from the British Isles, which was published in the following year.
In 1930 he joined the staff of the University of British Columbia.

It was the onset of the depression which led to a change from an academic
to a practical career. When an economic council consisting of business and
professional men from various parts of the province was set up by the Govern-
ment of British Columbia in 1934, Dr. Carrothers was granted leave of absence
by the University to enable him to act as Chairman. In this difficult position
of intermediary between the public and the government he succeeded in com-
manding the confidence of both parties. Dr. Carrothers rejoined the staff of
the University in 1936 and endeavoured to combine university teaching in
Vancouver with the duties of adviser to the Government at Victoria. It was
in the latter capacity that he prepared an important brief stating the position
taken by the Province of British Columbia before the Rowell-Sirois Com-
mission.

In 1938 Dr. Carrothers resigned his professorship to assume the post of
Chairman of the Public Utilities Commission. When his appointment expired
ten years later, he was reappointed for a second term. Dr. Carrothers’ col-
leagues speak in the highest terms of his work during this period.

From this short sketch of his life it is clear that Dr. Carrothers was held in
high esteem both as an academic economist and as a practical administrator.
Of necessity much of his work in the latter capacity was anonymous and is to
be found only in government publications. The list which follows is therefore
incomplete. [H.F.A.]
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