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Abstract

The use of pesticides impairs biological control in the agroecosystems and thus compromises the
effectiveness of natural enemies against populations of pest species. The concerns over pesticides
should expand beyond mortality and encompass their sublethal effects and their consequences to
the target insect species and natural enemies to aid in our understanding of the potential and
consequential use of these compounds. The present study aimed to determine the effects of
an insecticide mixture on life-history and demographic parameters of the cotton aphid Aphis
gossypii Glover (Hemiptera: Aphididae) and two of its main parasitoids – Aphidius flaviventris
Kurdjumov (Hymenoptera: Aphelinidae) and Aphidius colemani Viereck (Hymenoptera:
Braconidae). Based on the obtained results, thiacloprid + deltamethrin in its lethal concentration
dose 20% of the pest population (LC20) significantly affected the cotton aphid for two genera-
tions, increasing developmental time and demographic parameters. The LC20 manifested changes
in many demographic parameters of the parasitoid A. flaviventris. This concentration also
increased preadult and female longevity, total pre-ovipositional period, and mean generation
time (T ) of A. colemani, but no other demographic parameters were affected. Nonetheless, the
insecticide mixture did not affect the parasitism rate of A. colemani. Thus, the thiacloprid +
deltamethrin mixture significantly impaired the cotton aphid population and its parasitoid
A. flaviventris. Therefore, the use of thiacloprid + deltamethrin is not encouraged for controlling
the parasitoid A. flaviventris, but it is a relatively safe compound for A. colemani.

Introduction

Integrated pest management (IPM) uses biological, chemical, and agronomical techniques to
control pest populations (Cocco et al., 2020; Santoiemma et al., 2020; Gugliuzzo et al., 2021).
Pesticides exhibit efficacy against target pests, but they can also have adverse effects on natural
enemies (Desneux et al., 2007; Biondi et al., 2012, 2013; Guedes et al., 2016). As biological
control is very important for controlling pest populations, insecticide use should not com-
promise but rather complement biocontrol in reducing pest populations and reducing the
risk of pest outbreaks (Fontes et al., 2018). Thus, the potentially adverse effects of pesticides
on natural enemies require investigation of their side effects in pest management programs
(De Armas et al., 2020; Rajaee et al., 2022).

The cotton aphid Aphis gossypii Glover (Hemiptera: Aphididae) is an important cosmopol-
itan pest species with vegetables and ornamentals in open fields and greenhouses, and also in
crop fields. This aphid species causes direct (e.g., aborted fruit) and indirect (e.g., transmitting
viruses) damage to plants (Amini Jam et al., 2014; Campolo et al., 2014), and insecticide use
is a major control method used against this species. As a result, this aphid species has
developed resistance to the number of insecticides, and the use of insecticide mixtures is
an important tactic to manage the problem (Herron et al., 2001; Wang et al., 2002). The
thiacloprid + deltamethrin insecticide mixture controls sucking and chewing pests by systemic
and contact exposure (Almasi et al., 2016), which, when combined with biocontrol, has a high
impact on the targeted pest species (Momanyi et al., 2012; Fontes et al., 2018). However,
insecticide use to control a given species has potentially adverse effects on non-targeted organ-
isms, such as parasitoids, predators, and pollinators (Desneux et al., 2007; Souza et al., 2020).
Also, the outbreak of A. gossypii results from the reduction of natural enemy populations and,
in some cases, may result from the stimulation of aphid reproduction by pesticides, a phenom-
enon known as insecticide-induced hormesis (Guedes and Cutler, 2014; Wang et al., 2017;
Ullah et al., 2019; 2020).

Insect pest species such as aphids exhibit high reproductive rates, and their control fre-
quently requires the use of selective insecticides along with natural enemies (Aparicio et al.,
2020; Hullé et al., 2020; Maroofpour et al., 2021). One of the most important approaches
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for the biological control of plant-feeding insects is the introduc-
tion of parasitoid wasps (Japoshvili and Abrantes, 2006). Aphidius
flaviventris Kurdjumov (Hymenoptera: Aphelinidae) is known to
prey on several aphid species in Iran (Abd-Rabou et al., 2013).
Aphidius colemani Viereck (Hymenoptera: Braconidae) is a soli-
tary endoparasitoid used to biological control several economic-
ally important aphid pests. This parasitoid is one of the most
successful biological control agents in greenhouses, and it has a
worldwide distribution (Prado et al., 2015; D’Ávila et al., 2018).
Compared to aphid parasitoids, A. colemani exhibits significant
potential to spread and forage within greenhouses (Heinz, 1998).

Even though this insecticide mixture is a new foliar insecticide
formulation with broad-spectrum efficacy for use in a wide range
of crops, little information is currently available about the inter-
action of two natural enemies with insecticides, and particularly
insecticide mixtures, including the effects of thiacloprid + delta-
methrin on target pests and their natural enemies. This knowl-
edge can help to establish more sustainable IPM programs.
Majidpour et al. (2020) reported the effect of some sublethal con-
centrations (LC10 and LC30) of thiacloprid + deltamethrin on
A. gossypii and A. flaviventris. Based on that study, sublethal con-
centrations of the insecticide mixture reduced aphid longevity,
fecundity, and life-table parameters in the first generation.
Furthermore, the parasitoid’s population growth and parasitism
rate were significantly compromised at both concentrations
under sublethal exposure (Majidpour et al., 2020). Besides the
short-term influences of insecticides, it is important to take into
account the entire life-history as a comprehensive method for
evaluating the total effect on insect population, including the
impacts on the next generation, which have important implica-
tions for the success of an IPM program (Müller, 2018).
Further and accurate assessments of these effects are important
to acquire knowledge on the overall insecticide efficacy for long-
term management of pest insect populations and their selectivity
toward natural enemy species (Ferdenache et al., 2019). Hence,
this study has attempted to extend the previous research on con-
centration and insect tested about the sublethal effects of other
concentrations on the successive generation. The present study
was carried out to assess the effects of thiacloprid + deltamethrin
on the life-history and demographic parameters of the cotton
aphid A. gossypii and its parasitoids A. flaviventris and A. colemani.
The impact of insecticide mixture on parasitism rate was also
recorded to assess its effects on natural enemy efficacy under
such exposure.

Materials and methods

Insect rearing

The cotton aphid colony was reared on cucumber plants (Cucumis
sativus L. var. Emperator) (Cucurbitales: Cucurbitaceae).
Cucumber seeds were planted in pots (18 cm in diameter and
19 cm high) without pesticide application at 26 ± 2°C, 60–70%
relative humidity, and 16:8 (L:D) photoperiod. The original
aphid colony was collected from Yasouj city in the Kohgiluyeh
and Boyer-Ahmad Provinces of Iran, and these were transferred
to a greenhouse at Yasouj University. Uninfested plants (with
5–7 true leaves) were provided every week to replace the
aphid-infested plants in maintaining the insect colonies. In
order to synchronize the age of the aphids, apterous female adults
were placed on leaf disks and were allowed to lay eggs for 24 h.

The nymphs were then transferred to new leaf disks and main-
tained for 3 days until they reached the 3rd nymphal stage.

A. flaviventris was obtained from mummified aphids of
A. gossypii colonies and identified using morphological keys at
the Iranian Research Institute of Plant Protection of Tabriz,
Iran (Japoshvili and Abrantes, 2006). A. colemani was purchased
from Gyah Co. (Karaj, Iran). They were maintained on cotton
aphids with cotton wicks soaked in sugar water solution (10%),
which were kept on cucumber plants. The plants were removed
from the cages when most aphids were mummified, and the
mummified aphids were transferred into 1-liter plastic jars.

Insecticide concentration-mortality bioassay

The insecticide mixture thiacloprid + deltamethrin (Proteus®) was
obtained from Bayer Parsian, Iran. This insecticide mixture con-
tains an oil dispersion with 10 g ai/l deltamethrin and 100 g ai/l
thiacloprid.

To determine the toxicity of the thiacloprid + deltamethrin to
A. gossypii, bioassays were performed on the 3rd instar nymphs.
Stock solution and serial dilutions were prepared with distilled
water added with Tween-80 as a surfactant at a concentration of
0.05%. Preliminary tests were conducted to assess the effective
concentration range of the insecticide mixture. Five concentra-
tions ranging from 3.3 to 52.25 g ai/l were subsequently estab-
lished and used. The control treatment consisted of only
distilled water and Tween-80. Each concentration was replicated
three times. In Petri dishes (6 cm in diameter), leaf disks (5 cm
diameter) of cucumber (C. sativus L.) were individually placed
on soaked cotton, and 20 3rd instar nymphs (<12 h) were placed
on each disk with a soft brush. Three milliliters of each insecticide
mixture concentration were subsequently sprayed on the leaf disks
containing aphids using a Potter tower (Burkard Scientific,
Uxbridge, UK) at 5 bars of pressure. Mortality was recorded
after 24 h of exposure. The aphids were recorded as dead when
unable to move after being gently prodded with a hair brush.

Sublethal effects on the cotton aphid

Aiming to investigate life-history and demographic effects of the
mixture thiacloprid + deltamethrin on A. gossypii, 3rd instar
nymphs (<12 h old) were treated with a concentration corre-
sponding to the LC20 (i.e., 4.88 g ai/l) of the insecticide mixture.
This concentration is below the 30% mortality threshold usually
recommended when focusing on sublethal effects of insecticides
used in IPM programs (Desneux et al., 2004). Ninety similar-aged
3rd instar nymphs were transferred to cucumber leaf disks placed
on wet cotton in separate Petri dishes before spraying, as
described above. In the control group, aphids were sprayed with
distilled water and Tween-80. After 24 h of exposure, 50 surviving
nymphs were individually transferred to new Petri dishes free
from insecticide residues and kept under controlled conditions.
Nymph survival was recorded every 24 h until reaching the
adult stage. After adult emergence, survival, mortality, and the
progeny of each adult female aphid were recorded daily.

Transgenerational sublethal effects in F1 generation of the
cotton aphid

The F1-generation nymphs obtained from the insecticide-sprayed
3rd instar nymphs from the previous experiment were used in
these experiments. The nymphs were transferred to new Petri
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dishes without insecticide after 24 h. After adult emergence, 50
similar-aged newborn nymphs (1st instar) were transferred to
cucumber leaf disks placed over wet cotton in separate Petri dishes.
The subsequent experiments were carried out as described above.

Sublethal effects on aphid parasitoids

In order to estimate the effect of the insecticide mixture thiaclo-
prid + deltamethrin on the aphid parasitoids A. flaviventris and
A. colemani, we used the LC20 obtained from the concentration-
mortality bioassay with the cotton aphid A. gossypii. For this pur-
pose, 130 similar-aged 3rd instar nymphs of A. gossypii were
placed on the Petri dish, as previously described. Then, the
aphid nymphs were treated with LC20 of the insecticide mixture
using a Potter spray tower, as previously described. The control
group consisted of aphids sprayed with distilled water and
Tween-80. One-liter plastic jars were used to transfer the surviv-
ing nymphs after 24 h. Then, the adult parasitoids (male and
female) were released into the jars, and the parasitism on treated
and untreated aphids remained for 24 h before removing the adult
parasitoids. Each aphid exposed to A. flaviventris and A. colemani

parasitism was transferred to a separate Petri dish. The appear-
ance of mummified aphids was monitored daily. After the emer-
gence of adult parasitoids, the females and males were paired
(32 and 26 pairs for A. flaviventris and A. colemani, respectively)
and daily provided with 20 aphid nymphs (3rd instar) and honey.
After 24 h, the parasitoids were removed, and the Petri dishes
were kept until mummified aphids emerged. The fecundity and
longevity of each wasp couple were recorded daily until the couple
died. The treatments were maintained under the same environ-
mental conditions previously described.

Statistical analyses

The concentration-mortality values were subjected by probit
analysis using SPSS software (SPSS, 2011). The mortalities were
subjected to Abbott’s formula to correct the natural mortality
observed in control (Abbott, 1925).

The life-table parameters for both aphids and parasitoids, such
as development time of different stages, fecundity, longevity, and
population parameters, were analyzed by the computer program
TWOSEX-MS Chart, based on the age-stage, two-sex life-table

Table 1. Demographic parameters (mean ± SE) of the cotton aphid A. gossypii exposed to thiacloprid + deltamethrin at the LC20 = 4.88 g ai/l

Treatment

F0 F1

n Control n LC20 n Control n LC20

Parameters Stage Mean ± SE Mean ± SE Mean ± SE Mean ± SE

Development time (days) 1st instar 50 1.20 ± 0.06 a 50 1.24 ± 0.06 a 49 1.24 ± 0.06 a 46 2.93 ± 0.08 b

2nd instar 49 1.18 ± 0.06 a 50 1.16 ± 0.05 a 49 1.14 ± 0.05 a 43 1.84 ± 0.07 b

3rd instar 49 1.04 ± 0.03 a 45 2.68 ± 0.11 b 49 1.08 ± 0.03 a 41 1.51 ± 0.08 b

4th instar 49 1.16 ± 0.03 a 35 1.8 ± 0.1 b 49 1.04 ± 0.02 a 40 1.93 ± 0.11 b

Longevity of adult (days) 49 27.53 ± 0.28 a 35 14.85 ± 0.48 b 49 25.34 ± 0.66 a 40 15.53 ± 0.7 b

Preadult (days) 49 4.59 ± 0.54 a 35 6.88 ± 0.10 b 49 4.51 ± 0.87 a 40 8.18 ± 0.13 b

Longevity (days) 50 31.52 ± 0.67 a 50 17.28 ± 1.06 b 50 29.34 ± 0.82 a 50 19.98 ± 1.2 b

Adult preovipositional period
(days)

49 0.32 ± 0.10 a 35 2.71 ± 0.15 b 49 0.30 ± 0.65 a 39 2.1 ± 0.18 b

Total preovipositional period
(days)

49 4.91 ± 0.13 a 35 9.6 ± 0.21 b 49 4.81 ± 0.10 a 39 10.26 ± 0.22 b

Oviposition period (days) 49 14.91 ± 0.53 a 35 8.57 ± 0.36 b 49 13.18 ± 0.24 a 39 7.54 ± 0.31 b

Fecundity (offspring/adult) 49 79.8 ± 3.07 a 35 37.02 ± 1.97 b 49 80.2 ± 1.99 a 40 41.23 ± 2.71 b

SEs were estimated by using the bootstrap technique with 100,000 resampling. Means were compared with the paired bootstrap test (P < 0.05). Lower case letters indicate significant
differences between generations with control.

Table 2. Population parameters (mean ± SE) of the cotton aphid A. gossypii exposed to thiacloprid + deltamethrin at the LC20 = 4.88 g ai/l

Parameter

F0 F1

Control LC20 Control LC20

The intrinsic rate of increase (rm; day
−1) 0.445 ± 0.008 a 0.252 ± 0.010 b 0.464 ± 0.006 a 0.250 ± 0.008 b

Net reproductive rate (R0; offspring/individual) 78.20 ± 3.39 a 25.92 ± 2.76 b 78.6 ± 2.51 a 32.98 ± 3.16 b

Generation time (T; days) 9.78 ± 0.18 a 12.89 ± 0.28 b 9.39 ± 0.11 a 13.98 ± 0.24 b

SEs were estimated by using the bootstrap technique with 100,000 resampling. Means were compared with the paired bootstrap test (P < 0.05). Lower case letters indicate significant
differences between generations with control.
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theory (Chi, 1988; Chi and Su 2006; Tuan et al., 2014; Chi et al.,
2020). The bootstrap technique with 100,000 bootstrap replicates
was applied to calculate the standard errors of all population para-
meters (Chi, 2020b).

The CONSUME-MS Chart was used to estimate daily parasit-
ism rates (Chi and Yang, 2003; Chi 2020a). The parameters calcu-
lated were: age-specific net parasitism rate (qx), net parasitism rate

(C0), finite predation rate (ω), stable parasitism rate (ψ), age-
specific parasitism rate (kx), and transformation rate (Qp). The
bootstrap technique with 100,000 bootstrap replicates was applied
to calculate the standard errors of all parameters.

Figure 1. Age-stage survival rate (sxj) and age-specific survival rate (lx), fecundity (mx),
and net maternity (lxmx) of F0 generation of A. gossypii exposed to thiacloprid + del-
tamethrin at the LC20 = 4.88 g ai/l.

Figure 2. Age-stage life expectancy (exj) and age-stage specific reproductive value
(vxj) of F0 generation of A. gossypii exposed to thiacloprid + deltamethrin at the
LC20 = 4.88 g ai/l.
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Results

Concentration-mortality bioassays

The probit model was suitable for describing the concentration-
mortality trend obtained with the aphids when exposed to the
insecticide mixture in the concentration-mortality bioassay. The

LC20 and LC50 values for the mixture thiacloprid + deltamethrin
against A. gossypii were 4.88 and 14.1 g ai/L, respectively
(Supplementary table 1).

Figure 3. Age-stage survival rate (sxj) and age-specific survival rate (lx), fecundity (mx),
and net maternity (lxmx) of F1 generation of A. gossypii exposed to thiacloprid + del-
tamethrin at the LC20 = 4.88 g ai/l.

Figure 4. Age-stage life expectancy (exj) and age-stage specific reproductive value
(vxj) of F1 generation of A. gossypii exposed to thiacloprid + deltamethrin at the
LC20 = 4.88 g ai/l.
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Sublethal impacts on the cotton aphid

According to the results, the insecticide mixture causes significant
impacts on various developmental and biological parameters at dif-
ferent stages of the cotton aphid A. gossypii (table 1). Starting from
the 3rd instar, the developmental time extended following exposure
to the mixture thiacloprid + deltamethrin compared with the
control leading to an increase of the preadult period. Total
pre-ovipositional and adult pre-ovipositional periods were also
significantly higher. At the same time, a significant decrease
was observed in the adult developmental time, fecundity, ovipos-
ition period, and longevity of the insecticide-exposed aphids.
Furthermore, the insecticide mixture affected the aphid population
parameters (table 2), causing significant increase in the mean gen-
eration time (T ) (F = 4114.29; df = 1; P < 0.001), and decreasing the
net reproductive rate (R0) (F = 7101.66; df = 1; P < 0.001) and
intrinsic rate of increase (r) (F = 10,487.69; df = 1; P < 0.001).

The exposure to thiacloprid + deltamethrin also had detrimental
impacts on the age-stage survival rate (sxj) of each age-stage, the age-
specific survival rate (lx), the age-specific fecundity (mx) and mater-
nity (lxmx), the life expectancy (exj), and also the age-stage-specific
reproductive values (vxj) of the aphid A. gossypii (figs 1 and 2).

Significant overlap among life stages was observed in untreated
aphids due to the variable developmental rate among individuals
but was not as evident as in the insecticide-exposed aphids. In
these aphids, not only was the probability that a newborn
nymph surviving until the adult stage lower (fig. 1), but the
start of egg-laying was also delayed (fig. 1), the age-specific
fecundity was reduced, and their life expectancy decreased as
age increased (fig. 2).

Transgenerational sublethal impacts on the cotton aphid

Thiacloprid + deltamethrin impacted the F1 generation of the cot-
ton aphid (tables 1 and 2). The developmental time significantly
increased in all instars and preadult stages of A. gossypii exposed
to the insecticide mixture (table 1). Significant increase
was observed in the adult preovipositional period (F = 4355.02;
df = 1; P < 0.001) and total preovipositional period (F = 2389.81;
df = 1; P < 0.001) compared to the control. At the same time,
the insecticide significantly reduced oviposition (F = 9201.13;

df = 1; P < 0.001) and fecundity (F = 6262.28; df = 1; P < 0.001)
compared to the control group. All population parameters were
significantly reduced after insecticide exposure (table 2).

The overlap among life stages in the F1 generation decreased,
and the start of egg-laying was delayed by insecticide exposure
(fig. 3). Furthermore, the insecticide mixture reduced the life
expectancy (exj) of all stages and the age-stage-specific reproduct-
ive value (vxj) (fig. 4).

Sublethal impacts on the parasitoid A. flaviventris

The results of demographic parameters of A. flaviventris indicated
that the insecticide mixture had also effects on the different stages
and population parameters of this parasitoid when reared on
exposed host (tables 3 and 4). In fact, significant decreases were
registered in the longevity of male (F = 390.55; df = 1; P < 0.001)
and female (F = 1373.22; df = 1; P < 0.001) parasitoids, oviposition
period (F = 3877.81; df = 1; P < 0.001) and total fecundity
(F = 2113.04; df = 1; P < 0.001), while the adult pre-ovipositional
period (F = 2127.47; df = 1; P < 0.001) and total pre-ovipositional
period (F = 5635.39; df = 1; P < 0.001) were extended under

Table 3. Demographic parameters (mean ± SE) of the parasitoid A. flaviventris exposed to thiacloprid + deltamethrin at the LC20 = 4.88 g ai/l

Treatment

n Control n LC20

Stage Mean ± SE Mean ± SE

Preadult (days) 48 13.97 ± 0.11 a 44 15.99 ± 0.1 b

Longevity of male (days) 20 17.30 ± 0.91 a 12 9.5 ± 1.41 b

Longevity of female (days) 28 18.53 ± 0.70 a 32 11.37 ± 0.79 b

Longevity (days) 50 31.32 ± 0.70 a 50 25.68 ± 0.79 b

Adult preovipositional period (days) 27 0.37 ± 0.09 a 27 1.88 ± 0.14 b

Total preovipositional period (days) 27 14.55 ± 0.16 a 27 18.11 ± 0.18 b

Oviposition period (days) 27 13.66 ± 0.39 a 27 8.55 ± 0.23 b

Fecundity (offspring/adult) 28 97.10 ± 4.25 a 32 48.53 ± 3.99 b

SEs were estimated by using the bootstrap technique with 100,000 resampling. Means were compared with the paired bootstrap test (P < 0.05). Lower case letters indicate significant
differences between the two treatments.

Table 4. Population parameters and parasitism rate (mean ± SE) of the
parasitoid A. flaviventris exposed to thiacloprid + deltamethrin at the
LC20 = 4.88 g ai/l

Parameter Control LC20

The intrinsic rate of increase
(rm; day

−1)
0.204 ± 0.007 a 0.155 ± 0.006 b

Net reproductive rate
(R0; offspring/individual)

54.38 ± 7.19 a 31.06 ± 4.13 b

Generation time (T; days) 19.49 ± 0.23 b 22.03 ± 0.18 a

C0 (hosts parasitoid−1) 54.38 ± 7.19 a 31.06 ± 4.13 b

Qp (preys/offspring of predator) ≅1 ≅1

ψ (hosts parasitoid−1) 0.23 ± 0.08 a 0.17 ± 0.01 b

ω (hosts parasitoid−1 day−1) 0.28 ± 0.001 a 0.20 ± 0.001 b

SEs were estimated by using the bootstrap technique with 100,000 resampling. Means were
compared with the paired bootstrap test (P < 0.05). Lower case letters indicate significant
differences between the two treatments.
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insecticide exposure. Moreover, the intrinsic rate of increase (rm)
(F = 1162.77; df = 1; P < 0.001), and net reproductive rate (R0)
(F = 395.69; df = 1; P < 0.001) of the parasitoid A. flaviventris
exhibited a significant decrease compared with unexposed parasi-
toids, while their mean generation time (T ) (F = 4454.46; df = 1;

P < 0.001) significantly increased (table 4). Finally, the start of
egg-laying was delayed (fig. 5), the life expectancy reduced (fig. 6),
and the age-specific fecundity and age-stage-specific reproductive
value decreased with the insecticide mixture (fig. 6).

Figure 6. Age-stage life expectancy (exj) and age-stage specific reproductive value
(vxj) of A. flaviventris exposed to thiacloprid + deltamethrin at the LC20 = 4.88 g ai/l.

Figure 5. Age-stage survival rate (sxj) and age-specific survival rate (lx), fecundity (mx),
and net maternity (lxmx) of A. flaviventris exposed to thiacloprid + deltamethrin at the
LC20 = 4.88 g ai/l.
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The finite predation rate (ω) and net parasitism rate (C0) sig-
nificantly decreased under insecticide exposure (table 4). The
transformation rate (Qp) indicates that A. flaviventris required
almost one aphid to produce a single parasitoid egg. Also, the age-
specific net parasitism rate (qx) increased at first and then
decreased as age increased. The start of parasitism was delayed
under insecticide exposure (fig. 7). Based on these results, the
insecticide mixture reduced the age-specific net parasitism rate
(qx) (fig. 7).

Sublethal effects on the parasitoid A. colemani

Thiacloprid + deltamethrin affected A. colemani life-history para-
meters. The length of the preadult period (F = 670.19; df = 1;
P < 0.001), female longevity (F = 357.84; df = 1; P < 0.001), and

total preovipositional period (F = 417.05; df = 1; P < 0.001) were
affected by the LC20, showing a significant increase when com-
pared to the control, but no significant difference was observed
in other life-history traits (table 5). Furthermore, among the life-
table parameters of A. colemani, only mean generation time (T )
(F = 394.61; df = 1; P = 0.055) was significantly different from
the control group (table 6).

The exposure to thiacloprid + deltamethrin had no detrimental
impacts on the age-stage survival rate (sxj) of each age-stage and
the age-specific survival rate (lx) of this parasitoid. Furthermore,
the age-specific fecundity (mx) and maternity (lxmx), the life
expectancy (exj), and age-stage-specific reproductive values (vxj)
of this parasitoid were also not affected by exposure to the insecti-
cide mixture (figs 8 and 9).

The parasitism rate of A. colemani at different concentrations
is shown in table 6. According to the result, the insecticide mix-
ture caused a decrease in the net parasitism rate (C0) and finite
predation rate (ω). The results of age-specific survival rate (lx),
the age-specific parasitism rate (kx), and the age-specific net para-
sitism rate (qx) are presented in fig. 10. Qp shows that A. colemani
required almost one aphid to produce a single parasitoid egg. The
age-specific net parasitism rate (qx) increases first and then
decreases as age increases. Based on these results, the LC20

reduced the age-specific parasitism rate (kx) and age-specific net
parasitism rate (qx) of A. colemani. The start of parasitism was
also delayed under insecticide exposure.

Discussion

Thiacloprid + deltamethrin showed different effects on the target
pest and its natural enemy. According to the present study results,
thiacloprid + deltamethrin exhibits high toxicity to A. gossypii and
negatively impacts the demographic parameters of this pest spe-
cies. Effects of thiacloprid + deltamethrin negatively affected
demographic parameters in successive generations of the cotton
aphid (Kerns and Stewart, 2000).

Shi et al. (2011) reported that fecundity and longevity of
A. gossypii at LC20 were significantly reduced by thiacloprid.
Our results are also consistent withMajidpour et al. (2020), report-
ing that low concentrations (LC10 and LC30) of thiacloprid + delta-
methrin compromise the demographic parameters of A. gossypii

Figure 7. Age-specific survival rate (lx), age-specific host feeding rate (kx), and age-
specific net host feeding rate (qx) of A. flaviventris exposed to thiacloprid + deltame-
thrin at the LC20 = 4.88 g ai/l.

Table 5. Demographic parameters (mean ± SE) of the parasitoid A. colemani exposed to thiacloprid + deltamethrin at the LC20 = 4.88 g ai/l

Treatment

n Control n LC20

Parameters Mean ± SE Mean ± SE

Preadult (days) 49 13.55 ± 0.14 b 48 14.33 ± 0.16 a

Longevity of male (days) 22 17.91 ± 0.76 a 22 16.18 ± 0.95 a

Longevity of female (days) 27 19.81 ± 0.32 a 26 18.19 ± 0.31 b

Longevity (days) 50 32.16 ± 0.49 a 50 30.94 ± 0.65 a

Adult preovipositional period (days) 27 0.48 ± 0.11 a 26 0.77 ± 0.10 a

Total preovipositional period (days) 27 14.22 ± 0.18 b 26 15.38 ± 0.24 a

Oviposition period (days) 27 13.26 ± 0.41 a 26 12.69 ± 0.41 a

Fecundity (offspring/adult) 27 101.19 ± 2.58 a 26 96.88 ± 2.44 a

SEs were estimated by using the bootstrap technique with 100,000 resampling. Means were compared with the paired bootstrap test (P < 0.05). Lower case letters indicate significant
differences between the two treatments.
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and A. flaviventris. Thiacloprid + deltamethrin reduced demo-
graphic parameters of several pest species and their parasitoids,
such as the age-stage survival rate, age-specific fecundity, age-
specific maternity, and life expectancy (Majidpour et al., 2020).
Miao et al. (2014) also showed that thiacloprid caused a reduction
in net reproductive rate, intrinsic rate of increase, finite rate of
increase, and an increase inmean generation timeof Sitobionavenae
(Fabricius) (Hemiptera: Aphididae). Similar to the present study,
other laboratory studies indicated that sublethal concentrations of
imidacloprid and thiamethoxam (LC50, LC20, and LC1) had no sig-
nificant effects on the reproduction of A. colemani (Ricupero et al.,
2020).

The negative effects of low concentrations of deltamethrin and
thiacloprid on natural enemies were previously reported. A study
by Kidd et al. (1996) found that the pyrethroid cyhalothrin
increased the population growth of A. gossypii by reducing the
predator population. Similarly, Mardani et al. (2016) reported
that thiacloprid + deltamethrin had the most negative impact on
the life-table parameters of Lysiphlebus fabarum (Marshall)
(Hymenoptera: Aphididae). In another study, Abdulhay and
Rathi (2014) reported that thiacloprid reduced adult emergence
and parasitism potency in Trichogramma evanescens (Westwood)
(Hymenoptera: Trichogrammatidae).

Mead-Briggs (1992) reported that the adult stage was signifi-
cantly affected by thiacloprid compared to the pre-imaginal
stage in Aphidius rhopalosiphi (DeStefani-Perez) (Hymenoptera:
Braconidae). Bastos et al. (2006) investigated Trichogramma pre-
tiosum (Riley) (Hymenoptera: Trichogrammatidae) and reported
that thiacloprid did not affect adult emergence of this parasitoid.
The difference in the results of these two studies with the present
study may be due to differences in the parasitoid species, indicat-
ing that A. flaviventris is more susceptible than other parasitoids.
Thiacloprid + deltamethrin mixture was recognized as harmful
due to its high toxicity to larval and adult stages of Hippodamia
variegata (Goeze) (Coleoptera: Coccinellidae) and caused a severe
reduction in all parameters of this species demographic (Almasi
et al., 2016).

Thiacloprid belongs to the neonicotinoid group, and this
group of insecticides competitively modulates nicotinic insect
acetylcholine receptors in insects, while deltamethrin, as
pyrethroid insecticide, is a sodium channel modulator in axons
of neurons in the nervous system. The neurotoxic activity of

both insecticides may also impair reproduction because the repro-
ductive process in arthropods is mediated by neurohormones
(Ullah et al., 2019). Thus, neurohormonal imbalance due to
insecticide poisoning may affect regular reproductive activity.
Previous studies attest that adult longevity and fecundity may

Figure 8. Age-stage survival rate (sxj) and age-specific survival rate (lx), fecundity (mx),
and net maternity (lxmx) of A. colemani exposed to thiacloprid + deltamethrin at the
LC20 = 4.88 g ai/l.

Table 6. Population parameters and parasitism rate (mean ± SE) of the
parasitoid A. colemani exposed to thiacloprid + deltamethrin at the
LC20 = 4.88 g ai/l

Parameters Control LC20

The intrinsic rate of increase
(rm; day

−1)
0.208 ± 0.007 a 0.193 ± 0.008 a

Net reproductive rate
(R0; offspring/individual)

54.64 ± 7.24 a 50.38 ± 6.96 a

Generation time (T; days) 19.22 ± 0.21 b 20.22 ± 0.28 a

C0 (hosts parasitoid−1) 54.66 ± 7.24 a 50.38 ± 6.96 a

Qp (preys/offspring of predator) ≅1 ≅1

ψ (hosts parasitoid−1) 0.33 ± 0.11 a 0.21 ± 0.06 a

ω (hosts parasitoid−1 day−1) 0.41 ± 0.13 a 0.26 ± 0.17 a

SEs were estimated by using the bootstrap technique with 100,000 resampling. Means were
compared with the paired bootstrap test (P < 0.05). Lower case letters indicate significant
differences between the two treatments.
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be due to disturbances in the neurosecretory system due to sub-
lethal insecticide exposure (Ullah et al., 2019).

Results of the present study indicated that thiacloprid + delta-
methrin exhibits high efficiency against A. gossypii. The obtained
results also showed transgenerational effects of thiacloprid + del-
tamethrin on the F1 generation of the cotton aphid, reinforcing

its efficacy against this species. The significant reductions in the
demographic parameters of A. gossypii indicated the mixture suit-
ability against this pest species. Nonetheless, this species parasit-
oid, A. flaviventris, was affected even by the low concentration
of this insecticide mixture. According to the results obtained,
the insecticide compromised all demographic parameters of this
parasitoid. In contrast, such effects were only mild on the parasit-
oid A. colemani, which was more tolerant to this insecticide mix-
ture. Based on our findings, thiacloprid + deltamethrin is effective
against the cotton aphid A. gossypii, but it is also harmful to
natural enemies such as A. flaviventris, although not as much
A. colemani. Therefore, the simultaneous use of this insecticide with
A. flaviventris is not recommended in pest management programs.

Given that this research represents a series of preliminary
studies to examine the properties of thiacloprid + deltamethrin,
further studies exploring the effect of temperature on insecticide
performance against target insect pests and natural enemies are
warranted. The assessment of the effects of insecticide mixtures
on the insect’s detoxification metabolism and behaviors such as
dispersal and foraging also deserve attention to better understand
their impacts on insects exposed to insecticides.

Supplementary material. The supplementary material for this article can
be found at https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007485322000281.

Acknowledgements. We are immensely grateful to Professor Raul Narciso
C. Guedes (Departamento de Entomologia, Universidade Federal de Viçosa,
Viçosa (MG), Brazil) and Professor Gary P. Merkley (Professor of Utah
State University, Logan, UT, USA) for their comments on an earlier version
of the manuscript.

Conflict of interest. The authors declare that they have no conflict of
interest.

References

Abbott WS (1925) A method of computing the effectiveness of an insecticide.
Journal of Economic Entomology 18, 265–267.

Figure 10. Age-specific survival rate (lx), age-specific host feeding rate (kx), and
age-specific net host feeding rate (qx) of A. colemani exposed to thiacloprid + delta-
methrin at the LC20 = 4.88 g ai/l.

Figure 9. Age-stage life expectancy (exj) and age-stage specific reproductive value
(vxj) of A. colemani exposed to thiacloprid + deltamethrin at the LC20 = 4.88 g ai/l.

46 Marziyeh Majidpour et al.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007485322000281 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007485322000281
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007485322000281
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007485322000281


Abd-Rabou S, Ghahari H, Myartseva SN and Ruíz-Cancino E (2013) Iranian
Aphelinidae (Hymenoptera: Chalcidoidea). Journal of Entomology and
Zoology 1, 116–140.

Abdulhay HS and Rathi MH (2014) Effect of some insecticides on the egg
parasitoid, Trichogramma evanescens Westwood (Hymenoptera:
Trichogrammatidae). Al-Nahrain Journal of Science 17, 116–123.

Almasi A, Sabahi Q and Mardani A (2016) Demographic studies for evalu-
ating the side effects of insecticides Proteus® and pymetrozine on variegated
lady beetle Hippodamia variegata (Goeze.). Journal of Entomology and
Zoology 4, 234–242.

Amini Jam N, Kocheili F, Mossadegh MS, Rasekh A and Saber M (2014)
Lethal and sublethal effects of imidacloprid and pirimicarb on the melon
aphid, Aphis gossypii Glover (Hemiptera: Aphididae) under laboratory con-
ditions. Journal of Crop Protection 3, 89–98.

Aparicio Y, Gabarra R and Arnó J (2020) Interactions amongMyzus persicae,
predators and parasitoids may hamper biological control in Mediterranean
peach orchards. Entomologia Generalis 40, 217–228.

Bastos CS, de Almeida RP and Suinaga FA (2006) Selectivity of pesticides
used on cotton (Gossypium hirsutum) to Trichogramma pretiosum reared
on two laboratory-reared hosts. Pest Management Science 62, 91–98.

Biondi A, Desneux N, Siscaro G and Zappalà L (2012) Using organic-
certified rather than synthetic pesticides may not be safer for biological con-
trol agents: selectivity and side effects of 14 pesticides on the predator Orius
laevigatus. Chemosphere 87, 803–812.

Biondi A, Zappalà L, Stark JD and Desneux N (2013) Do biopesticides affect
the demographic traits of a parasitoid wasp and its biocontrol services
through sublethal effects? PLoS ONE 8, e76548.

Campolo O, Chiera E, Malacrinò A, Laudani F, Fontana A, Albanese GR
and Palmeri V (2014) Acquisition and transmission of selected CTV
isolates by Aphis gossypii. Journal of Asia-Pacific Entomology 17, 493–498.

Chi H (1988) Life-table analysis incorporating both sexes and variable devel-
opment rates among individuals. Environmental Entomology 17, 26–34.

Chi H (2020a) CONSUME-MSChart: a computer program for predation rate
study based on age-stage, two-sex life table. http://140120197173/Ecology/.

Chi H (2020b) TWOSEX-MSChart: a computer program for the age-stage,
two-sex life table analysis. http://140120197173/Ecology/.

Chi H and Su HY (2006) Age-stage, two-sex life tables of Aphidius gifuensis
(Ashmead) (Hymenoptera: Braconidae) and its hostMyzus persicae (Sulzer)
(Homoptera: Aphididae) with mathematical proof of the relationship
between female fecundity and the net reproductive rate. Environmental
Entomology 35, 10–21.

Chi H and Yang TC (2003) Two-sex life table and predation rate of Propylaea
japonica Thunberg (Coleoptera: Coccinellidae) fed on Myzus persicae
(Sulzer) (Homoptera: Aphididae). Environmental Entomology 32, 327–333.

Chi H, You M, Atlihan R, Smith CL, Kavousi A, Ozgokce MS, Guncan A,
Tuan SJ, Fu JW, Xu YY and Zheng FQ (2020) Age-stage, two-sex life table:
an introduction to theory, data analysis, and application. Entomologia
Generalis 40, 102–123.

Cocco A, da Silva VCP, Benelli G, Botton M, Lucchi A and Lentini A (2020)
Sustainable management of the vine mealybug in organic vineyards. Journal
of Pest Science 94, 153–185.

D’Ávila VA, Barbosa WF, Guedes RNC and Cutler GC (2018) Effects of spi-
nosad, imidacloprid, and lambda-cyhalothrin on survival, parasitism, and
reproduction of the aphid parasitoid Aphidius colemani. Journal of
Economic Entomology 111, 1096–1103.

De Armas FS, Grutzmacher AD, Nava DE and Pasini RA, Rakes M and
de Bastos Pazini J (2020) Non-target toxicity of nine agrochemicals toward
larvae and adults of two generalist predators active in peach orchards.
Ecotoxicology 29, 327–339.

Desneux N, Wajnberg E, Fauvergue X, Privet S and Kaiser L (2004)
Oviposition behaviour and patch-time allocation in two aphid parasitoids
exposed to deltamethrin residues. Entomologia Experimentalis et
Applicata 112, 227–235.

Desneux N, Decourtye A and Delpuech JM (2007) The sublethal effects
of pesticides on beneficial arthropods. Annual Review of Entomology 52,
81–106.

Ferdenache M, Bezzar-Bendjazia R, Marion-Poll F and Kilani-Morakchi S
(2019) Transgenerational effects from single larval exposure to azadirachtin

on life history and behavior traits of Drosophila melanogaster. Scientific
Reports 9, 1–12.

Fontes J, Roja IS, Tavares J and Oliveira L (2018) Lethal and sublethal effects
of various pesticides on Trichogramma achaeae (Hymenoptera: Tricho-
grammatidae). Journal of Economic Entomology 111, 1219–1226.

Guedes RNC and Cutler GC (2014) Insecticide-induced hormesis and arthro-
pod pest management. Pest Management Science 70, 690–697.

Guedes RNC, Smagghe G, Stark JD and Desneux N (2016) Pesticide-induced
stress in arthropod pests for optimized integrated pest management pro-
grams. Annual Review of Entomology 61, 43–62.

Gugliuzzo A, Biedermann PH, Carrillo D, Castrillo LA, Egonyu JP,
Gallego D, Haddi K, Hulcr J, Jactel H, Kajimura H and Kamata N
(2021) Recent advances toward the sustainable management of invasive
Xylosandrus ambrosia beetles. Journal of Pest Science 94, 615–637.

Heinz KM (1998) Dispersal and dispersion of aphids (Homoptera: Aphididae)
and selected natural enemies in spatially subdivided greenhouse environ-
ments. Environmental Entomology 27, 1029–1038.

Herron GA, Powis K and Rophail J (2001) Insecticide resistance in Aphis gos-
sypii Glover (Hemiptera: Aphididae), a serious threat to Australian cotton.
Austral Entomology 40, 85–91.

Hullé M, Chaubet B, Turpeau E and Simon JC (2020) Encyclop’Aphid: a
website on aphids and their natural enemies. Entomologia Generalis 31,
97–101.

Japoshvili G and Abrantes I (2006) Aphelinus species (Hymenoptera:
Aphelinidae) from the Iberian Peninsula, with the description of one new
species from Portugal. Journal of Natural History 40, 855–862.

Kerns D and Stewart S (2000) Sublethal effects of insecticides on the intrinsic
rate of increase of cotton aphid. Entomologia Experimentalis et Applicata
94, 41–49.

Kidd P, Rummel D and Thorvilson H (1996) Effect of cyhalothrin on field
populations of the cotton aphid, Aphis gossypii Glover, in the Texas High
Plains. Southwestern Entomologist 21, 293–301.

Majidpour M, Maroofpour N, Ghane-Jahromi M and Guedes RNC (2020)
Thiacloprid + deltamethrin on the life-table parameters of the cotton aphid,
Aphis gossypii (Hemiptera: Aphididae), and the parasitoid, Aphidius flavi-
ventris (Hymenoptera: Aphelinidae). Journal of Economic Entomology
113, 2723–2731.

Mardani A, Sabahi Q, Rasekh A and Almasi A (2016) Lethal and sublethal
effects of three insecticides on the aphid parasitoid, Lysiphlebus fabarum
Marshall (Hymenoptera: Aphidiidae). Phytoparasitica 44, 91–98.

Maroofpour N, Mousavi M, Hejazi MJ, Iranipour S, Hamishehkar H,
Desneux N, Biondi A and Haddi K (2021) Comparative selectivity of
nano and commercial formulations of pirimicarb on a target pest,
Brevicoryne brassicae, and its predator Chrysoperla carnea. Ecotoxicology
30, 361–372.

Mead-Briggs M (1992) A laboratory method for evaluating the side-effects of
pesticides on the cereal aphid parasitoid Aphidius rhopalosiphi
(DeStefani-Perez). Aspects of Applied Biology 31, 179–189.

Miao J, Du ZB, Wu YQ, Gong ZJ, Jiang YL, Duan Y, Li T and Lei CL (2014)
Sub-lethal effects of four neonicotinoid seed treatments on the demography
and feeding behaviour of the wheat aphid Sitobion avenae. Pest
Management Science 70, 55–59.

Momanyi G, Maranga R, Sithanantham S, Agong S, Matoka C and Hassan
S (2012) Evaluation of persistence and relative toxicity of some pest control
products to adults of two native trichogrammatid species in Kenya.
BioControl 57, 591–601.

Müller C (2018) Impacts of sublethal insecticide exposure on insects-facts and
knowledge gaps. Basic and Applied Ecology 30, 1439–1791.

Prado SG, Jandricic SE and Frank SD (2015) Ecological interactions affecting
the efficacy of Aphidius colemani in greenhouse crops. Insects 6, 538–575.

Rajaee F, Maroofpour N, Ghane-Jahromi M, Sedaratian-Jahromi A and
Guedes RNC (2022) Transgenerational sublethal effects of spiromesifen
on Tetranychus urticae (Acari: Tetranychidae) and on its phytoseiid preda-
tor Neoseiulus californicus (Acari: Phytoseiidae). Systematic and Applied
Acarology 27, 888–904.

Ricupero M, Desneux N, Zappalà L and Biondi A (2020) Target and non-
target impact of systemic insecticides on a polyphagous aphid pest and
its parasitoid. Chemosphere 247, 125728.

Bulletin of Entomological Research 47

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007485322000281 Published online by Cambridge University Press

http://140120197173/Ecology/
http://140120197173/Ecology/
http://140120197173/Ecology/
http://140120197173/Ecology/
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007485322000281


Santoiemma G, Tonina L, Marini L, Duso C and Mori N (2020) Integrated
management of Drosophila suzukii in sweet cherry orchards. Entomologia
Generalis 40, 297–305.

Shi X, Jiang L, Wang H, Qiao K, Wang D and Wang K (2011) Toxicities and
sublethal effects of seven neonicotinoid insecticides on survival, growth and
reproduction of imidacloprid-resistant cotton aphid, Aphis gossypii. Pest
Management Science 67, 1528–1533.

Souza JR, Moreira LB, Lima LLR, Silva TG, Braga PPM and Carvalho GA
(2020) Susceptibility of Chrysoperla externa (Hagen, 1861) (Neuroptera:
Crysopidae) to insecticides used in coffee crops. Ecotoxicology 29, 1306–1314.

SPSS (2011) IBM SPSS statistics for Windows, version 20.0 New York: IBM
Corp.

Tuan SJ, Lee CC and Chi H (2014) Population and damage projection of
Spodoptera litura (F.) on peanuts (Arachis hypogaeaL.) under different conditions
using the age-stage, two-sex life table. Pest Management Science 70, 805–813.

Ullah F, Gul H, Desneux N, Gao X and Song D (2019) Imidacloprid-induced
hormesis effects on demographic traits of the melon aphid, Aphis gossypii.
Entomologia Generalis 39, 325–337.

Ullah F, Gul H, Tariq K, Desneux N, Gao X and Song D (2020)
Thiamethoxam induces transgenerational hormesis effects and alteration
of genes expression in Aphis gossypii. Pesticide Biochemistry and
Physiology 165, 104557.

Wang KY, Liu TX, Yu CH, Jiang XY and Yi MQ (2002) Resistance of Aphis
gossypii (Homoptera: Aphididae) to fenvalerate and imidacloprid and activ-
ities of detoxification enzymes on cotton and cucumber. Journal of
Economic Entomology 95, 407–413.

Wang S, Qi Y, Desneux N, Shi X, Biondi A and Gao X (2017) Sublethal and
transgenerational effects of short-term and chronic exposures to the neoni-
cotinoid nitenpyram on the cotton aphid Aphis gossypii. Journal of Pest
Science 90, 389–396.

48 Marziyeh Majidpour et al.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007485322000281 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007485322000281

	Potential demographic impact of the insecticide mixture between thiacloprid and deltamethrin on the cotton aphid and two of its natural enemies
	Introduction
	Materials and methods
	Insect rearing
	Insecticide concentration-mortality bioassay
	Sublethal effects on the cotton aphid
	Transgenerational sublethal effects in F1 generation of the cotton aphid
	Sublethal effects on aphid parasitoids
	Statistical analyses

	Results
	Concentration-mortality bioassays
	Sublethal impacts on the cotton aphid
	Transgenerational sublethal impacts on the cotton aphid
	Sublethal impacts on the parasitoid A. flaviventris
	Sublethal effects on the parasitoid A. colemani

	Discussion
	Acknowledgements
	References


