
BLACKFRIARS 

De Regimine Principum. Not the complete opusculum has been 
translated, but only Book I and the first four chapters of Book 11, 
which are the parts written undoubtedly by Aquinas. The com- 
pletion of the work added by his disciple, Ptolomy of Lucca, has 
been left untouched. The index is very helpful. 

DANIEL CALLUS, O.P. 
NOTICES 

THE WILL TO FREEDOM. By Ross Hoffman. (Sheed & Ward; 

Democracy with its freedom of speech and freedom of enterprize 
based upon the natural law has, within recent years, been chal- 
lenged by a philosophy which subordinates the individual and his 
interests to the collective will of the state. In those countries 
where Communism and Fascism have gained ascendency, it has 
been at the cost of human life, human suffering, and human 
liberty. Absolute power has been claimed for the state in every 
sphere of life, even over spiritual things. All cultural and eco- 
nomic activity, all intellectual expression, all the social nature of 
man has been subjected to the regulation of government. And 
one need not be a profound student in the art of politics to know 
that this philosophy seeks not to be limited by national frontiers, 
but aims at a world-wide acceptance. That is why Dr. Hoffman 
thinks the deepest political question of our day is “not whether 
we can save the liberal state from the new totalitarianism, but 
whether it is any longer possible to have a political order that 
respects freedom and the main traditions of the Christian west.” 
It is that question that he sets out to answer in this little book. 
Written in a very readable style, he shows that Communism and 
Fascism cannot solve the social crisis of our age. He reasons from 
sound principles, and if one could find any fault with this book it 
would be that it is too brief. 
THE TESTAMENT OF MAN. An Anthology of the Spirit. By Arthur 

In a collection so wide, ranging from a cuneiform inscription to 
a contemporary quotation from The 0 bserver, the distinctively 
Christian note, though present, is not accented. The editor writes : 
“The divinity of man sometimes breaks out in unexpected places, 
and the gifts of fellowship, chivalry and self-sacrifice are not 
confined to any time OT any class. Hence the reader will meet 
not only the saint, the prophet and the philosopher, but also the 
explorer, the rebel and the ordinary man.” Instructed by such 
a book as Dr. Karrer’s Religions of Mankind, the Catholic reader 
will recognize in most of these pieces the evidence of the true 
Light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world; his 
theological insistence on supernatural grace as the only salutary 
gift does not deny the fact of nobility outside the canonical 
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bounds of the Church but the interpretation of it as something 
merely natural. In theory at least he is on a peak, not in a 
crevice, and should see everything human mounting to Christ. 
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