
studies. They therefore provide a series of snapshots of particular religious prac-
tices at precise moments in time rather than a sense of how they developed or
changed. Furthermore, the sheer diversity of materials studied, although one of
the strengths of the volume, in this context sometimes serves to hamper meaning-
ful comparison between the contributions. Equally, a commitment to altering the
perspectives from which the materials are examined would seem to require the
articulation of the existing historiographical framework in order fully to compre-
hend the significance of the new approach presented. This was made more rele-
vant by the intention to engage with national historical discourses, especially
those with which readers may be unfamiliar. Frequently, the reader is required
to infer the significance of an individual case study and the methods adopted in
its analysis, rather than being presented with a clear indication of the individual
author’s appreciation of their contribution.

The relative lack of explicit historiographical engagement in the individual
essays reflects a wider issue in the framing of the volume as a whole. The ambition
to compile a collection of essays that covers such a long period is admirable, but the
concept of a ‘long fifteenth century’ (one that covers a period of two hundred and
twenty years) and its historiographical and methodological significance could have
been explored at greater length. While this periodisation has the effect of
de-centreing the Reformation in accounts of the transition from a late medieval
to an early modern period, thereby allowing continuities and developments
within religious practice to come to the fore, the editors’ conception of its signifi-
cance is relatively underdeveloped. I would have welcomed further, overt historio-
graphical reflection, for instance discussion of Hubert Jedin’s concept of a
Catholic Reformation, to explain why they hold the fifteenth century to be the
pivotal century in this reimagined periodisation. This may have explained why
they believed that this century needs to be placed within the context of four-
teenth-century developments and why the effects of changes that occurred
during this period continued to resonate until the later years of the sixteenth.

NEIL TARRANTUNIVERSITY OF LEEDS

The crusade of . Texts and documentation in translation. By James D. Mixson.
Pp. xviii +  incl.  maps. Toronto–London: University of Toronto Press,
. $. (paper).     
JEH () ; doi:./S

The present volume is certainly a very important contribution, which will be useful
to scholars, students and everyone interested in history. To my knowledge, it is the
first collection of translated sources related to the anti-Ottoman crusade of 
which followed papal calls after the fall of Constantinople and ended up with
the defeat of the Ottoman attempt to capture Belgrade: an army led by John
Hunyadi, captain general of Hungary, and John of Capistrano, a Franciscan friar
and the most prominent preacher of this crusade, lifted the siege of the city.
This was probably the crucial and the most successful anti-Ottoman crusading cam-
paign, which manifestly lacks modern source editions and source translations.

The book provides a good framework for those not yet familiar with the history
of the crusade of : an introduction with an overview of the main events of the
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Ottoman advance in the western direction, from its beginning to , and an
overview of the historiography of anti-Ottoman crusading. Then, at the end of
the book, Mixson provides timelines both of the pre-history of the crusade of
, that is, of the Ottoman expansion to the West and some important contem-
porary events, and of the actual events of the crusade itself. Brief biographies of the
main characters and maps at the end of the volume will also help any reader to get
quickly into the essence of the expedition, its prelude and aftermath.

The book starts with a translation of the bull Etsi Ecclesia Christi, promulgated by
Pope Nicholas V (), the first reaction of the Apostolic See to the fall of
Constantinople. Then there was another important crusading bull, Ad summi pon-
tificatus apicem, issued by Callixtus III in , which is not to be found in the
volume, but this was merely a confirmation of the former papal call with some
amendments. At the same time, the volume includes yet another very important
bull, the De his superioribus annis (), a papal call for prayer for the cause of
crusade issued soon after the siege of Belgrade was lifted, but when the pope
was still unaware of this fact. There are also some important letters related to
the preparation of the crusade. Much attention is paid to the correspondence of
John of Capistrano, on whom much research has been done by Mixson over
many years. Furthermore, many accounts of the battle at Belgrade, its prelude
and aftermath, some of them composed by participants of these events, others
by contemporaries, and still others present in much later chronography, are trans-
lated by Mixson. This includes the history of the victory of Belgrade by John of
Tagliacozzo, a Franciscan who accompanied John of Capistrano, a c. seventy-
page panegyric to Capistrano aimed at promoting his canonisation. Among
other things, there is also an anonymous account of signs and wonders relating
to the crusade. Finally, there are two texts concerning liturgical commemoration
of the battle of Belgrade: from one of them we learn that Pope Callixtus III estab-
lished it in  and tied it to the feast of the Transfiguration (August ), and
another is evidence that by  the battle was actually commemorated. This is
especially interesting as a parallel to the studies of the commemoration of the con-
quest of Jerusalem in , to which some important articles of the last decade
were devoted.

Sources translated by Mixson for this book are in Latin (mainly), German and
Italian. There are relatively few texts not translated by Mixson himself, but rep-
rinted by permission: such is the case of the introduction to Aeneas Silvius
Piccolomini’s famous speech Constantinopolitana Clades delivered at the Frankfurt
diet in October , as well as of several fragments of non-Western chronicles,
and of the chronicle by John Thurocz published in the last chapter of the book.
It is also worth mentioning that a couple of texts are still unpublished in their ori-
ginal versions: a text of the liturgy for taking the cross from Stiftsbibliothek,
Salzburg, St. Peter, B. IX. , and a papal bull titled Omnipotentis Dei misericordia
() from the Vatican Secret Archive. As far as I can evaluate (not being a
native speaker of English) translations are of a high quality. It is also worth men-
tioning that I have been able to check the translation of the above-mentioned
unpublished text of the liturgy for taking the cross since I have a copy of this manu-
script on which I am also working: I do not have a single critical remark to make on
this translation. Just a minor remark: in the text of the bull Etsi Ecclesia Christi by
Pope Nicholas V () some passages are not included in the edition, and
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among them detailed prescriptions regarding various ways of obtaining the indul-
gence, which I think would be useful for many readers according to their research
interests.

To conclude, I can only say that the book in question is a milestone in studies of
the later crusades. The expedition to Belgrade is a remarkable event in the history
of the fifteenth century, a result of a large-scale preaching campaign, possibly the
strongest in the anti-Ottoman context, which in its turn followed so dramatic an
event as the fall of Constantinople. In other words, this crusade and its historical
framework, in my opinion still highly understudied, merits much more attention.
The work done by Mixson in providing an extensive body of sources in translation
is therefore very significant.

VALENTIN PORTNYKHSTATE PUBLIC SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL

LIBRARY OF THE SIBERIAN BRANCH OF THE

RUSSIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

The inner life of Catholic reform. From the Council of Trent to the Enlightenment. By Ulrich
L. Lehner. Pp. xii + . Oxford–New York: Oxford University Press, .
£..     
JEH () ; doi:./S

Ulrich Lehner’s book presents a detailed description of early modern Catholic
devotional theology and the various methods ‘charismatic church reformers’
(p. ) advocated to support the spiritual renewal of individual believers.
Lehner insists that ‘for early modern Catholics, church reform began with per-
sonal reform and by trying to live and remain in a state of grace’ (p. x). He is
clear that the book is based on ‘normative resources’ and that he is not undertak-
ing a study of the reception of these ideas. The book is thorough and deeply
erudite while remaining clear and accessible. Lehner’s presentations of early
modern spiritual texts are especially lucid, as he explains devotional writings
about the priesthood, sermons, sacraments, family, lay religious movements,
prayers, symbols and images and the cults of Mary and Joseph.

One focus of these presentations is on the optimistic and transformative charac-
ter of much of the Catholic devotional theology of the early modern period.
Sermons and catechism lessons, Lehner argues, aimed at transforming human
character by appealing to emotions and imagination. Catholic reformers particu-
larly focused on the family – ‘the resources that the church poured into families
were massive’ says Lehner (p. ). Devotional materials highlighted the mutually
supportive nature of marriage and the importance of instilling virtue in children.
Lehner recognises that the goal of taming the passions, especially sexual passions,
had a strong disciplinary character as well. For example, priests were expected to
supervise pregnancies in their parish, in order to assure the provision of baptism
and to identify possible abortions or infanticide.

Lehner emphasises throughout the book that there was always a dialectic
between fear and mercy in the devotional theology. For example, confession
could be used to instill a fear of damnation, but most instructions to confessors
emphasised moderation and leniency, what Lehner calls ‘confession as individua-
lized pastoral care’ (p. ). If pastors were encouraged to use sermons to motivate
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