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f o r  renewed British leadership in world affairs. The keynote is a 
lvarning : ‘ Recurrence of wars like the present cannot be pre- 
vented by a government which commands resources no greater than 
those of t h e  United Kingdom. . . W e  cannot discharge our com- 
mitments under the At1,antic Charter unless we c r a t e  a govern- 
ment which commands wider resources than those of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland. . I Should a system which has failed to pre- 
vent two major wars be commended to our illlies as  one which can 
bc trusted 1.0 prevent future wars? ’ I t  is difficult to quarrel with 
the author’s solulion of these problems. 

HAROLD S .  BIDMEAL). 

T H E  I ~ L I Z A B E T H A E  WORLD PICTURE. By E. M .  W. Tillyard. 

I his essay grew, as Dr. Tillyard tells us,  from the attempted 
writing of the first chapter of a book on Shakespeare’s Histories; 
and the only regrettablo thing about it is that, having been separated 
from the larger work, it should be so tantalizin@y brief. For it is 
of very pea: interest; a most useful contribution to the study of 
the Elizabethan mind, to which ’ sermons were as much a part of 
ordin8ary . . . life a s  bear-baiting.’ Dr. Tillyard has isolated three 
theincs, which he studies as ‘ a chain, a set of correspondences, and 
a dance,’ and uses them as a means to  penetrate the baffling ex- 
terior of Elizabethan literature. The result is not literary criticism, 
propsrly speaking: it is rather a source of that kind of information 
which will render criticism possible-a work of literary initiation, 
carried out with learning and ch.arm. 

But Dr. Tillyard himself calls attention to the fact that h e  is using 
the word Elizabethan ‘ with great laxity, meaning . . . anything be- 
twoen the ages of Henry VIII. and Charles I .  akin to the main trends 
of Eliza,bethan thought.’ Inevitably, then, his theme corresponds 
in part with that of Mr.  Basil )Vjlley, in his study of ?’he Sevetiteertllr 
Cet i tury  Background, though hc does not refer t o  this. Actually, 
Dr. Tilly.ard’s book niakcs a kind of introduction to Mr. Willey’s. 
They need to  be read together, for it was in Dr. Tillyard’s period 
that there grew up the mentality and sensibility which Mr. Willey 
has described so brilliantly, and it is the lack of reference to the 
‘ Uaconian ’ and anti-scholastic elements in Elizabethan thought 
which prevents Dr. Tillyard’s book from being wholly satisfactory. 

(Chatto B Windus ;  6s.) 
,. 

LUKE TURNER, O.P. 

Siw-zia,\i. READISCS PROM MOTHER ST. PAUL 
‘I‘hc publicntioii o f  tliis worli opens the question of liturgical prayer 

Fmn ;I new :inglv. T h e  compiler. has tiikcn f r o m  hlother St. Paul’s 
works meditations on the gospels o f  the temporal cycle and laid 
them out in order as matter for meditations on a liturgical basis. 

(Longmans ; 15s.) 
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I t  is neither to praise nor to colideiiiii t t j s  1)ook to make sonie 
observations on the meaning and use o !  the word liturgical. Litur- 
gical prayer is first and foremost thc public: official prayer of the 
Church expressed in the Mass and b i v i n e  Oltice of the day. But 
there has been lor long a false anti profoulidly pernicious dichotomy 
be!wecn liturgy and iife. This leads to t h c  water-tight compartment 
view of life, and in particular to the segregation of public from 
private prayer with t h e  consequent treatment of liturgy as a thea- 
trical ‘ stunt.’ From one side popular devotion has been debunked 
i n  favour of formal liturgy ; froni the other rubrical fanaticism has 
heeii denounced a s  t h c  begetter of insincere cxternaliscd prayer. ’I‘he 
true way lies in the integratioii of private and public prayer (the 
distinction between them is only partial i n  any case) and in litur- 
gical Zie.itzg over and above liturgical prayer-we do not cease to 
he members of Christ alter M a s s  is over. >Ve learn bcst to pray 
and to live froni the Church’s public prayer, the liturgy, by making 
it our own, and pursuing in our private pr;iycrs the thoughts offered 
11s by the Church in the Mass ant1 Oflicc. After tliis fashion private 
prayer is the indispensable lirilc between liturgy and life. I t  is the 
reniedy for much pious vulgarity, and, mom important, t h e  cure 
for slipshod thought about, and ignorance o f ,  the t ru ths  of faith. 
If there is any theory behind this book i t  must be this, i l t id if there 
is any major criticism to be made it is to regret that tliere is not 
some kind of pretace outlining i t .  A s  a simple exposition of the 
meaning of t h e  gospel it succeecls tliroug-hout in spite o f  periodical 
long-windedness. The Ignatinn method is usctl : composition of 
place, that is to say a clear, simple description of the wel i t ,  followed 
by the points, or food for thought, t o  be drawn froni the Gospcl 
story. In straightforw.ard, siinple exegesis the meditations rarely 
fall short, thr: ‘ points,’ on the other hand, are oxasionally xrtificially 
forced; here it is well t o  remember that :he highest form of prayer 
consists in simply looking at  God without ni.alting any inferences. 
For  those who have the leisure to use i t  this book will provide R 
counterpart to the missal, should any be ncccssary. For others, so 
long as they do  not find fifteen shillings beyond them, the  simple 
,presentation ol the scriptural story interleaved with ,a few shrewd 
practica! comments, will be welcome, for, though booksellers’ re- 
turns since the invention of printing have provctl t h a t  it is not pos- 
sible to tell the qospcl story better than the evangdists themselves, 
Mother St.  k t u l  has m.ade a tolerable job of i t .  

GERARD MEATH, O.P. 

Tim ‘WAY OF PERFECTIOE. 
calced Carmelite. 

By Saint Teresa. ‘Iranslated by a Dis- 

Present circumstances f.avoured R new translation of the Valln- 
tlolitl text of Saint Teresa’s celebrated work, but  the opportunity 
seems to have been partly lost. A close comparison with the text 

(Sands ; 7s. 6d.) 




