
The Society also publishes art historical monographs—contributions 
to this series are part icular ly needed—MS. catalogues, especially of 
l ibraries of churches and monasteries within Egypt ; exhibit ion cata
logues, reference guides, and helps for students (most recently an 
English translation of Ignazio Guidi 's classic Latin Elementa Linguae 
Copticae). An important desideratum is an updating with increased 
accuracy of the by-now classic 1954 Map of Christian Egypt, so that 
sees and sites can be made visible to the student and accessible to 
the traveler. 

The Society participates with special strength in two current i n 
ternational projects, part of today' s t rend towards the systematization 
and Corpus planning of knowledge in all f ields: 

• the microfilming of all Coptic manuscripts (and eventually a pho
tographic archive of all works of art as well ; and 

• the Coptic Encyclopaedia, under the editorship of Professor A. 
S. Atiya at Salt Lake Ci ty . 

In developing our research l ib ra ry , we hope to reach about the 
30,000 volume mark. An appeal to readers: we need to acquire com
plete sets of Migne' s Patrologia Graeca and Latina, Mansi' s Concilia, 
the Acta Sanctorum, and the Bonner Corpus Scriptorum Historiae By-
zantinae. Interested inst i tut ions or individuals please get in touch 
with me at the Society, 222 Sharia Ramses, Cairo, Egypt. 

Second, we are t r y i ng to f ind financial support for a fellowship 
program, to offer some six fellowships a year in classical (to 750), 
medieval and modern Coptic studies, in order to t ra in fu ture genera
tions of scholars according to r igorous professional standards and to 
provide them wi th a r ich and supportive place in which to carry out 
their research projects. We earnestly hope that funding for this pro
gram will be found. 

And t h i r d , we plan most immediately a ful l series of 6 to 10 pub
lic lectures each academic year by staff and v is i t ing scholars pos
sibly augmented, we hope, by small annual spr ing symposia organ
ized around a topic or theme; and gladdened by small concerts of 
Renaissance, Baroque and Oriental music, such things as, in 
the words of the Dumbarton Oaks inscr ip t ion, "have their place in 
the humanist order of l i fe . " 

The Society for Coptic Archaeology welcomes readers of the MESA 
Bulletin on their visi ts to Cairo, and encourages them to apply for 
l ibrary readership and to use the l ibrary ' s facilit ies and those of the 
Cairo Center of the International Association for Coptic Studies (on 
the Society' s premises, reference division) for any of their research 
work involving fields in which we operate. We encourage collaboration 
between Copticists and Near East, Byzantine, Late Antique and Clas
sical specialists of every s t r ipe, in order to make this field that we 
love not only the continuation, but also the birthplace of a proud 
t rad i t ion. For information, contact: Leslie S .B. MacCoull, L ibrar ian, 
Society for Coptic Archaeology, 222 Sharia Ramses, Abbassiya, Cairo, 
Egypt. 

Society for Mediterranean Studies 

The aim of this Society is to foster the consciousness of a unified 
Mediterranean civil ization and to study all aspects of cross-cultural 
views of the under ly ing st ructure in the Mediterranean basin. 

The interest of the Society is , f i rs t and foremost, scholarly and 
academic, wi th special interest in the interdiscipl inary study of a d i 
vers i ty of fields in the Mediterranean wor ld . 

The Society includes scholars whose expertise covers the fields 
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of a n t h r o p o l o g y , economics, h i s t o r y , l i n g u i s t i c s , l i t e r a t u r e , mus ic , 
p h i l o s o p h y , r e l i g i o n , soc io logy , e t c . W i th t h i s wea l th o f knowledge 
and exper ience ava i l ab l e , i t is hoped t h a t , w i t h a s p i r i t o f coope ra 
t i o n , i n d i v i d u a l s w i l l be ab le to gain new i n s i g h t a n d app rec ia t i on f o r 
t h i s vas t geograph ica l a r e a . 

T o communicate the a c t i v i t i e s of t he Soc ie ty and o t h e r l ec tu res o r 
con fe rences o f o t h e r lea rned soc ie t ies , a News le t te r w i l l be p r i n t e d 
t h ree t imes a y e a r . T h e b u l l e t i n , Scripta Mediterranea, w i l l be p u b 
l ished annua l l y a n d w i l l i n c l ude scho la r l y a r t i c l e s , b i b l i o g r a p h i e s , book 
rev iews and b r i e f communica t ions . For f u r t h e r i n fo rmat ion o r to s u b 
mit m a n u s c r i p t s , w r i t e t o : J . K . Hoffmeier, C e n t r e f o r Re l ig ious S t u d 
ies , U n i v e r s i t y o f T o r o n t o , Robar t s L i b r a r y (14335) , T o r o n t o , Ontar io , 
Canada M 5 S - 1 A 1 . 

Fees: A nominal membersh ip fee w i l l be assessed annua l l y to 
meet t he Soc ie ty ' s expenses . T h e level o f dues w i l l be a p p r o v e d by a 
ma jo r i t y vo te d u r i n g t h e annua l genera l m e e t i n g . Fees f rom A p r i l 1 , 
1980 to March 3 1 , 1981 a r e : $5.00 - S t u d e n t s ; $10.00 - Other Members. 
Fees inc lude s u b s c r i p t i o n s to News le t te r a n d B u l l e t i n . For membersh ip 
i n f o r m a t i o n , c o n t a c t : D . A . A g i u s , Soc ie ty f o r Med i t e r ranean S t u d i e s , 
U n i v e r s i t y of T o r o n t o , Roba r t s L i b r a r y (14087) , T o r o n t o , O n t a r i o , 
Canada M 5 S - 1 A 1 . 

Southeast Regional Extended Teacher Institute 

Old Dominion U n i v e r s i t y in N o r f o l k , V A a n d Emory U n i v e r s i t y in 
A t l a n t a , GA w i l l c o n d u c t Ex tended Teacher I n s t i t u t e s in M idd le East 
S tud ies in 1981-1982 and 1982-1983, s u p p o r t e d b y a $354,261 g r a n t 
f rom the Nat ional Endowment f o r t he Humani t ies ($254,261 o u t r i g h t 
g r a n t a n d $50,000 ma tch ing cha l lenge g r a n t ) . T h e p r o j e c t , w h i c h is 
c o - d i r e c t e d b y D r . Jerome B. Weiner o f O l d Dominion and D r . K e n 
n e t h W. Ste in o f Emory , was conce ived and p lanned b y members o f 
the Southeast Regional M idd le East and Is lamic S tud ies Seminar (SER-
MEISS) . I t also i nvo l ves o f f i c ia l s f rom the state educa t ion depa r tmen ts 
of A labama, Geo rg ia , K e n t u c k y , N o r t h C a r o l i n a , Sou th C a r o l i n a , T e n 
nessee, V i r g i n i a and West V i r g i n i a . I t w i l l be the l a rges t such p r o 
ject ever u n d e r t a k e n in Midd le East s t u d i e s . 

T h e pu rpose o f t he p ro jec t is to beg in a process o f i m p r o v i n g i n 
s t r u c t i o n abou t the M idd le East in secondary schools in the Southeast 
by t r a i n i n g 150 teachers in M idd le East s tud ies and h e l p i n g them d e 
s ign c u r r i c u l u m u n i t s f o r use in t h e i r c lasses . T h i s w i l l be accom
p l i shed at f i v e - w e e k summer i n s t i t u t e s a t O ld Dominion in J u n e - J u l y , 
1981 and at Emory in J u n e - J u l y , 1982. In a d d i t i o n , t h e r e w i l l be e x 
tens ive f o l l o w - u p a c t i v i t i e s d u r i n g the school y e a r f o l l ow ing each sum
mer p r o g r a m . 

For f u r t h e r i n fo rmat ion abou t t h i s Teacher I n s t i t u t e , con tac t e i 
t h e r : D r . Jerome B. Weiner , O ld Dominion U n i v e r s i t y , N o r f o l k , VA 
23508; o r D r . Kenne th W. S t e i n , Emory U n i v e r s i t y , A t l a n t a , GA 30322. 

RECENT CONFERENCES 

R e l i g i o n and P o l i t i c s i n the I s l a m i c Middle East 
Ohio S ta te U n i v e r s i t y , Columbus - A p r i l 24-25 

Soheyl Amini—Ohio State U: The Contribution of Ali Shariati to the 
Formation of Revolutionary Ideology in Islamic Iran—An Overview. 

Marcella Bedford—Ohio State U: The Iconography of Romantic Paint
ings by the Pakistani Artist, Abdur Rahman Chughtai. 

David C. Gordon—Wright State U: Islam and Algeria's Self-Defini
tion . 
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