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S O ( ' I  O L O t i 1 C ' A l A  C ' H I I I Y ' I ' I A S I T T  
E . l I ~ K R S  of  I ~ I . . A ~ ~ I ; I : I ~ L A I < s  i i i i ia t  o f ten  Iiave rntirl-ellecl ;iiid pro- 
tested ;it the iiai'vety 01 its i~ppi'oach t.0 the problems of the R day. 111 the  midst of all the complexities of present. existence 

the review m i i y  ofteii seem to make high generalisations and mighty 
implications which could b e  dangerous. s o  much needs to be weighed 
in the  bn1;lri.L:- i n  judgiiieiits on woi.ltl affairs. Experts are needed in 
politics, economics, t.he arts and literature ; t.he shrewd eye of the 
specialist i n  histor? :IS well a s  in .;ocJiology is required to grasp even 
t.he fundaniental elenients in the situation. It is easy to saT- thnt what 
is needed is mow charit?-. hut that leaves the one who issues such 
injunctions reniote f ~ o n i  an:- practical1 judgments, not mere11 a b o ~  
politics hut reniote from politics and ineffective. Such 1iai:vety tends 
to  condemn everything lus; than God hiniself and ignores all kinds 
of subtle :iiitl important clistinctions. ('ulture and courtliness i1l.g 

easily sacrifi-etl in favour of the precur;or's rnethods i n  denouncing 
the brood of vipei>s: 

Yet the need for iiisisting quite siiiipl?- on the one i i i id only End 
of all hunian nct.ivity remains the most urgent. The bookstalls are 
packed with books and journals dealiirg. in truth or speciously, with 
the  detailed problems of society. There are now even many Catholic 
reviews and niagazines which cornpete in the  field of politics, 
economics and culture with the general periodical literature coming 
from the thousands of modern pagan pens writing with Christian 
ink. It i s  unfortunate tha t  the  W e e k l y  1:evietc with its long Ches- 
terton-Belloc tradition has had recentlx to close down; but a suc- 
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ceJ30r is alreadj- in preparation to continue the fight for lvliat must 
aln-iiy- be fundamentally the C‘atholic sdution to the problem of 
societ-, iiamelj- distributisin witliout il capital 1). The touch of the 
expert can be easilj- detected in the C’ntlcolic, !C’odier v;hich could 
w d l  rival any ‘ worker’ journal h:d it suficient support. Uagaziiies 
like I . o d i ,  the orgaii of the Y.C.G. ,  and ?’Ice Grail h a w  secured 
specialists for editing as well as for producti.oii so that thej- have 
no rivals in their particular spheres. 0 1 1  the wider cultural and 
political field there are quarterlic.; like the h b l i n  and the DOZGII-  
s ide.  both recently rejur-enatetl. iiionthhes s u c h  as the SCLC E q l i s h  
Review,  and \vecltlies of such variety HS the ‘I’nblet a i d  the Catholic 
Hetwl.tl. All these :~nd  niaiir- othcrs are dealing nith the acutc prob- 
lems of the da-, and we arc speakiiig onl>- of C!atholic journals 
\vliilt. there is a vast host oi  excelleiit non-Catliolic writers in these 
diffwent spliercs. 

But the danger of losiiig .siplit o f  the ~vootl 011 iiccount of the 
great iiuinber aiid proximity of tlic trees is a l l  the greater the more 
specialised aiid detailed the treatment becomes. The niaiii subject 
is human life in its various aspects and wtii-ities mid in so far 
as this concerns rnovcments ton-ards one or inanj- ends it can 
only be seen in proportion. a i i d  iiideed in reality, in relnt.ion to the 
end. The movement, and the trctioii receive their character, their 
form, frorii the goal a t  which the1 are aiiiiiiig. h d  in huinaii life that 
goal must be God objectively and the happiness of thc beatitic vision 
subjectively. Human life and nct.ioii are ultiniatel?- good or  bad in 
relation to  this end. aiid so it depends upon that twi nhetlier 
the? are truly human, truly social. truly ctu~tural. The. true whole- 
ness of liuman nature and I i u m n i i  life ca11 0111)- be realisetl in terms 
of the vision of God. 1Ia.n is split in  a huntlred pieces by all these 
det.aileci analyses of modern problems; and lie C R I I  only be put. to- 
gether again by referring them all to the higher supernat.ura1 reality 
of t’he Trinity and our share in the life of the  Trinity. This is where 
integration must iiltimat.ely be sought,. There used to exist R rather 
violent review which fought for iiitegixtion-the name which i t  took 
for its M e ;  and it might be said that BI.ACKFIIIAIIS has placed that 
same ideal before itself. But the danger of cdliitg o m ’ s  se!f a cham- 
pion of hiiirian integrity is that  humrin integrity it.self becomes the 
end of mail instead of the effect of man’s having achieved his end. 
In other nords if we set out to solve our  acute liuman problems 
preciselj- in order to beeomc inore human, to acquire inore per- 
fect.ion for our natures in  the arts a s  well as in religion. iii society 
as well as in our private hobbies. then God himself and the Vision 
of him beconic a means, the balance of creation is lost, and the 
whole structure comes t.oppling down. l y e .  in this revien-. have 
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always stood out against t.his verj- easy reversal of values, and it 
is for this reason that. we are often misunderstood. We would not 
condemn all this clet.ailed work of specialists and experts, which is 
not onlj  admirable but also absolute11 necessary; but we would wish 
to produce a vista in which it can all be seen in proportion under 
one final end. \Ye are not therefore specificallx theological because 
that is itself a special stud)- which only indirectly can refer to 
cinemas and countries, craft.s and condi t iol~~ of labour. But neither 
are we specificallj- sociological. 

Apart. from Catliolicisni C,hristianit>- bas lost its grip of dogma 
and the true, unsullied teaching about the nature of God and 
his perfections and operations. And because in this way the end of 
human life has become vague and uninteresting the various religions 
have declined into a post-Christian ,st.ate in which the be-all and 
end-.all of human endeavour have become the physical happiness of 
man on this earth, the dercloprrient. of his faculties and the avoidance 
of the pHins wliich conie his n-aj-. I n  other words the test of the 
modern Christian is whet.her he is a well developed specimen of the 
human race and whether he is assisting obhers to become so. I n  this 
way sociologx-significantlj- a ncn- science-has become a charac- 
teristic preoccupation of the Christiati. H e  is only a true Chridian 
if he has done something to better the lot of the working classes and 
has interested himself in social clubs and worker movements. The 
love of God in himself and his worship no longer specify the Christian 
life; it is the service of man for man which has taken the place of 
the divine aims which the Church sets before us. 

It might be thought that. in his recent book on this subject1 the 
celebrated Anglican sociologist. (‘anon V. -4. Demant, had begun to 
recall Christians to the higher i ind only truly Christian view. For 
he begins by affirming that t.he true nature of any creature is only 
sustained when it is held to its end bj- a supernatural power; or again 
that moral effort is only possible and fruitful to the soul after it i s  
in grace. This would seem to be reaching out towards the super- 
natural end of human societ- with even t.oo great an enthusiasm. 
The particular passage in question seems to have been inspired by 
a misunderstanding of St Thomas (De  MnZo 5 ,  1). B u t  the implica- 
tions are more serious, for taken as t h e -  stand these assertions are 
allied to the Protestant Jwtrine of t.he corruption of human nature 
and- the need for the imputation of Christ’s merits to the soul. The 
doctrine of itself extols grace a t  the expense of nature. And yet the 
rest of this book shows t.hat the whole object of the author is to make 
life worth living on this earth, to extol human nature by means of 

1 Theology of Society: Mow Essags in Christian Polity. By V. A.  Demant. 
(Faber; 10s. 6d.) 
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a culture of reason spiced with revelation. Man) of his essals are 
sound ant1 excellent and should be read by those interested in the 
modern problems of work and culture. U7e would not have con- 
demned it except for these error,s in relating nature with grace. 13ut 
the book stands as a good example of the best type of sociological 
Christianity which is the best that religion seems to be able to 
offer in these days. -4nd to bring grace so violently into the picture 
is mere11 to use God and his gifts for ecoiiomic and cultural aims. 
It is the self-conscious expression of religion seeking to justifj- itself 
in the eyes of the world. For ' the world' todax caii onlj- recognise 
as good that which brings individual men material benefits, i.e. 
benefit,s which give comfort and  ease to the inan be it tobacco, 
Tolstoi, or Travel. It does seek t,o justify and propagate a liunisn 
attitude to work (e.g. the essay on 'Vocation i i i  work') but ?\.en so 
this type of social thought has been (xxasioned outside Christiaiiit? 
by the pagan forces of rationalism and materialism. 

There is in fact some truth in the opponents to Christianitj- who 
say that there would be none of this insistence on justice to the 
workers, and t.he light of each to a fully human existence had not 
the non-Christian revolutionaries started the fashion. I h e  Church 
left. to herself seems inclined t.o o i d o o k  these things, or at least 
she does not organise vast schemes for hiimanising the masses, which 
are so often left 'in the mass' to liye ,z rat.her dirt>- and d i d g e d  
existence. 

Kow t.he answers which the spccialists in these fields are giviiig 
are, as we have said, good and Iiecessar>-. The aiiswers to the prob- 
lems of work, of inequality of wealth aiitl possessions, of huriian 
freedom and culture among the croncl, all these iiiust. be tackled 
by the specialists on the .spot in their own spheres. Bu t  the Catholic 
as such must beware of identifying the teaching of t.he Church with 
the solutions offered. The Kingdom of Heaven is not of this world. 
and until we seek first and completely  t,he Kingdom of Heaven these 
other benefits will not be ,added unto us. The ('ntholic too is apt 
to take his standards from the Christians and pagans >wound him 
and to forget the heinous crime of sin in his desire to give more bread 
and butter to the miner. He is inclined to judge the progress of 
Catholic life by the number of social clubs and youth organisations. 
He instinctively begins to regard Christianitj- from this declared 
form of it in which t,he supreme end has a t  least partiall). been 
lost to view. 

Inevitably when the Catholic adopts standards lower thaa those 
he professes every Sunday in the Conf i f eor  as urell as in the Creed 
h e  falls short of the results of those whose lower standard is the 
highest they know. There has been a constant insistence upon the 
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social teaching of the Church for many years a i d  the C’atholic wor- 
ker movements have not on11 received themselves encouragement 
from every level of the Church’s ecclesiastical life, but have spread 
widely throughout the world. They have achieved great successes in 
every place. It was generallj regarded as the effect of Jocis t  move- 
ments that  the first French crisis after the war was met by the 
M.R.P.; and there are millions of occasions in which the young 
Catholic worker has bettered the lot of his class through such institu- 
tions. So one could deny these benefits nor the good-yes the 
apostolic good in winning souls to ChrisGwhich these movements 
have performed. Yet there are parallels in other Christian com- 
munities, and when such non-Christian movements as Communism 
or Fascism reallj- set their hand to this kind of thing they seem to 
achieve even more dramatic results. 

There is one test as to whether the Christian apostolate of the 
worker is too much caught up in the modern sociological Christianity, 
a test as to the truly Christian idea of vocation in work. On this 
point Canon Deniant has some wise remarks with which we should 
all concur. H e  thus concludes his essay on this topic, describing the 
two indispensable conditions for H society in which men can work 
with a sense of vocation: 

The first conditioii is that ,  whatever their place in the economic 
process, men must not be too far removed from the biological bond 
of their existence in the land. . . . The second condition is that  
vocation in work requires a set of social relations in which a job 
looks for the man and not a man for the job (p. 184). 

With such conclusions and conditions we would heartilj concur; 
thej- are the words of an expert, the result of much reading as well 
as of experience and of thought. But  he complains faintly that until 
yery recentlj- the C’hurch had given little reliable guidance on what 
vocation in work means. We might protest now that the Catholic 
Church recently in  the Pope’s encyclicals has made i t  abundantly 
clear; but we should reflect also tha t  since the earliest ages the 
Church without an! high flown phrases has always set before men 
the truly Christian vocation in work in the ranks of her religious 
Orders. I n  those Orders the la!- brothers and the lay sisters have 
always played an essential and powerful part. And only in those 
ranks will the Christian find a complete outline of holy work which 
is saintly in emptying slops, saintly in scrubbing floors with the same 
sanctity as the ‘n-ork’ of the subdeacon in placing the chalice upon 
the altar. 

Now it is in this very point that the Catholic sorial apostolate 
fails. Despite the vast worker movements, or perhaps even because 
of them, the numbers of lay brothers and lay sisters has declined 
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rapidlg. Some Orders todaj- have even abaiicloiied the idea of having 
them and have had to reorganise t,he whole structure of their religious 
life. The number and fervour of t,hese members of religious orders, 
men and women who reach t.he heights of sanctit) more simply and 
more frequently than their more sophisticated ‘choir’ brethren and 
sisters, should be the t.hermometer of t,he healthiness of our sbcid 
teaching. 

So far this teaching has tended to be lost iii the riieans so that 
the end has disappeared. It becomes ‘this-worldly ’ arid man- 
centred with the rest, f J f  present day Christianity. The final end 
which is revealed to us  through the Cross will alone sanctify labour, 
and it is tha t  which Christ has commissioned his apostles to 
preach. I f  the Kingdom of God is honestly sought first then the 
social conditions and international prob1em.s will tend to be resolved. 
T h e j  obviously can never be wholly resol\-ed because of the con- 
tinued presence of sin. B u t  until we seek the one and only remedy 
for sin, namely, the grace of God which is the share in the intimate 
life of the blessed Trinity there can be 110 improvement at  all. -Along 
this way only lies inte,grity. Any other way leads to dissipation. 

St Thomas when he was faced with anj- problem solved it finally 
a t  the foot of the crucifix; and when he came to die he came to see 
his vast and superhuman synthesis of truth worked out in such 
intricate and coherent detail, all of it as mere straw. H e  did not 
deny‘i ts  truth or validity but. he saw it in perspective. This was 
not mi’vety h i i t  wisdom. This was (’hiintian life moving towards its 
life. 

THE EDITOR 


