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contributiori to the  task of building up a unified and stable science 
a l  psychology. 

EGBERT COLE. O.P. 

S7. 'I'rinar.~ ASI) AXAI.OGY. I3y tlie Rev.  C;. 13. I'helan. The Aquiiias 
Lecture, 194.1. ('The hlarquet te  Ciiiversity Press, hlilwaukee, 
Wis. ; 3 I .so.) 

I t  is p o d  t o  find popular attention turned t o  the questic;n of  ana- 
logy; so little nirnticrned in modern manuals, so much insisted upon 
by Caj r tan .  T h e  difficulty, however, of Oelivering a short  lecture, 
upun ;I subject so complicated and mntu i t ious ,  t o  aii audience uii- 
vcrsetl i n  philosophical niceties, must !,e evident to  all. i n  face ol  
i t  F r .  Phelan has to spend nearly half his time in siniple preparation 
of tile ground,  and  t o  use language  that  :it tiiiic's does not avoid il 

certain (:onfi:sion ; i t  would be possible, for  inst .~nce,  t o  think tha t  
the ' iealni ol' cssence ' w a s  being (pp. 7-8) inwrlted oft' f rom ' the 
realm of  mc:tapliysical abstraction ' (as i f  essc was tlie 0bjN.t of 
i i~ t . t c+~~l~\s ics )  ; or that  tihc ' clarity and distinctness ' that he so rightly 
rejects is o ~ r :  proper to essences rather t h x n  to riili/l~c,,iciticci. 

\ V i m  at. last, vague  uses of the  teim analog-y having been set 
aside, lie ferls,ablc to plunge info t h r  lieart of his subject, he has  
little >pace in which t o  point to  the dilliculties that  i n u s t  :irise ; lie 
L X I  but sketch an outlinc. He  deals first, and (surprisingly) at cotii- 
parativr lengt,li, witli analogy of ineyual i ty ,  a t  w h i c h  point we \van- 
dc: why he chooses suc:h elaborate exaniples xvheti Cajef :in ~ v o u l c l  
have any g e n u s  do. Passing to a m l o g y  o f  attribution, perhaps the 
m ~ s ;  difficult typc: to  undcrstantl, he strai.ghtly ~ ~ i i ~ i n t ; ~ i n s  that  though 
' lugiciilly vdi t l  ' i t  is ' too we:il~ to bear the weight o f  nietapIij.sica1 
prec1ica:iun ' (p .  z S ) ,  and he later denies it an!. prol)at;vc par t  i n  nlctil- 
phy.;ica! denionstration ; he cculd not be cspectccl, i n  such :I lecture, 
LO cnier  more tlceply tipon this controvcrtctl point, but  its difii*ulty 
might,  w i th  advantage  perhaps, have been indicated ; we t l o  not en- 
tirely :irree with his conclusion. r\n;iIogy of pix)pc:r proportionality 
is r;i~;i~ily a:;d coinp:!cntly otitline.tl i n  several places, and is distin- 
guished, ;IS aIr;ne metaphysically valitl, ;igainst a!] other  ;inalogies, 
these rithei- not realising the utiu/ogu!?i intrinsically in e x h  iiriolog(z- 
litni ; o r ,  i f  they do, tloing so in ' the s ;~ i i ie  manner of inode ' ; here 
:(gain 2.;) the rnforccd brevity leads tv :i ccrtdiii c~onl'usion, since 
neither o f  these qualifitlat ions apply to niet:iph(;ric:tl :in;ilogy, o f  \vhich 
however n o  mention is made. until .later. 

'1.hei-c. is tlic old difficulty of I<nglish rc.ntlering-s tcir L l t i n  \ v ~ r ( l s .  
'l'iw Ircturcr uses an;ilogue (pp. 37, j8), ,inalog-iitc (1). ~8), even m a -  
logics (6 29), all t o  render miu/ogLit?im, which has  ;I confusing effect 
on the  incsperienced reader, a n d  1cavc:s nothing f o r  ciilcdoglim, esccpt  
' an:ilogated perfection ' (pp. 27,  28). This  latter phrase, inoreover, 
has a rather unfortunate use in n. 5 5 ,  n.hen it takes  t h e  place, in 
translation of an  admirably clear passage fruin Nari ta in ,  of ' lu chose 
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crIifilofiic;rte,,ie,il contiue ' ; the result of this substitution, and of a 
plural ' relations ' where the clear seiisc demands, antl the French 
permits, a singular, is to obscure the original's succinct clarity. May 
we in the interests o f  exactness notice certain other slight inaccura- 
cies ? 'All  positive perfectio.is suebsist intrinsically and formally ' in 
tiod (p. 42) ; presumably absolute perfections are meant. Twice the 
smic passage of Aquinas is quoted, ;ind reference for i t  made to 
Penido, with no indication, however, that I'enido's reference is in- 
correct (nn. 47, 61). Another note (j6a) quotes a phrase of St .  
Thomas to show that analogy of inequality IS  really equivocal, but 
a careful reading of its whole context reveals, as Rarnirez' glossing 
on the passage shows (De Analogia, p. 42, 11. 3) ,  that St.  Thomas 
is using ' cle;lz~C7,ocu~iones ' as  applicable to all kind. of analogy. 

\ 
COLUMBA k Y A N ,  O.P. 

CHILDREN'S UOOKS. 

i\scEIa R ~ I R R O R .  By a Dominican Sister. (Sands ; js.) 
' I. ou ~ m r i o t  have too much knowle.dgt: to teach even the smallest 

ch id . '  So wrote once a \vise experienced teacher : hntl \vhcn to thc 
knowledge of books you  can add t h a t  \vhich COIIICS f rom long and 
loving meditation on the things of God ; when your  earliest memories 
arc, rooted clwp in the countryside; antl when, by luving study and 
gracious instinct, you have won for yourself the freedom of that fair 
city, the mind of a child, then you may h o p  to write a book such 
as this one under review. 

Though the idea of the story is takcn from .Dante 's  ' Divine 
Comedy,' the scene is set in a charming corner of the ' Earth Beau- 
t i t c l  ' amid n happy vecy human group oi clii!drcn w h o x  ages range 
from scven to seventy. 
their iives, but in so real-seeming a fashion that, when these young- 
earth-pilgrims have, with their angel-guides, glimpsed the dark en- 
trance of hell, traversed the slopes !,f the liountain of Purification, 
and even made a flying acquaintance Lvitl] thc Heavenly [City, they 
t.ike up again the threads of their earthly life i n  the most natural 
wak possible, though nut without i i  newly-nwrn store af heavenly 
\\isdon1 suited to  their ages, giv ing  a new nieaniiig to the life of 
everyday,  and showing them the thiiigs of time ' sub specie aeterni- 
tatis.' 

' Ihe book's ninety-four pages are 01 bold clear type illustrated 
:ittiactively by the author herself. I3ut ' Iliere is no esc'ellent bcauty 
tllst llath not some strangeness ' in i t ,  and the average child, whether 
agetl 8 or 13, will need his Beatrice, in the shape o f  Motiher or 
Teacher or other friendly Grown-u,p, if he is to appreciate and enjoy 
the unaccu'stomed wealth of quotation from St .  Gregory, S t .  'Thomas 
a:ld the Apocalypse with which i,ts later p a g e s a r e  strewn. 

Angels for a brief space visibly enter into' 

S.N.D. 




