900 R.101

- LIEUTENANT-COLONEL VINCENT CRANE RicHMmonD, O.B.E., Fellow

Lieutenant-Colonel Vincent Crane Richmond was born on January 2ist,
1893, and was educated at the Royal College of Science. Before the war he
was an engineer to Messrs. S. Pearson and Sons, engaged on physical and
structural problems in connection with dock construction. In 1915 he joined
the Royal Naval Air Service and was chiefly concerned with the construction of
non-rigid airships. He went to Germany in 1920 with the Inter-Allied Com-
mission of Control, and was -for part of the time in charge of the Naval Sub-
Commission for the surrender of airships and seaplanes. In 1921 -he was
appointed to the Airship Research Department at the Air Ministry, and for two
years was engaged on research problems connected with rigid airship construction.
In 1923 he became a lecturer on airship design and construction at the Imperial
College. of Science. In 1924 he was appointed the officer in charge of design
and research at the Royal Airship Works, and from that time was concerned
chiefly with the design of R.101. In 1930 he was appointed Assistant Director
(Technical) of Airship Development.

Lieut.-Colonel Richmond joined the Society in 1920 and became a Fellow
in 1929. 1n 1923 he was awarded the R.38 Memorial Prize for his joint paper
with Major Scott, entitled “ A Detailed Consideration of the Effect of Meteoro-
logical Conditions on Airships.”

He read a number of papers before the Society on the development of the
rigid airship, which are classic.

Lientenant-Colonel Richmond was a man of great personal charm and
modesty. As the one chiefly responsible for the design of R.101 he was subjected
to much criticism, much ill-informed, and he felt his position keenly in that
it prevented him from replying. He had an extraordinarily sound judgment
and a great breadth of view, and he was always ready to listen to sound
criticism and to benefit bv it. His papers read before the Society were models
of what papers should be. Richmond rose to the high position he held by
sheer ability and persistence of character. Richmond took every single precau-
tioh he knew to ensure the safety of the great ship which was largely the creation
of *his genius, and by his loss airships have lost one who will go down in
aeronautical history as one of the great pioneers of airship development.

SQUADRON-LEADER FREDERICK MicHAEL RoPE, Associate Fellow

Squadron Leader Frederick Michael Rope was born in 1888 and educated at
Shrewsbury School and Birmingham University. Until 1912 he was an engineer
to the British Electric Plant Company, Alloa. In 1913 he was employed on
locomotive engineering on the Brighton Railway, and in 1915 he joined the Royal
Naval Air Service. He served at the Capel and Kingsnorth Air Stations and
later as staff officer in the Department of the Director of Research. At Capel
he was responsible for engines of the S.S. and coastal airships and at Kingsnorth
for similar work and engine accessories and in charge of wind tunnel work.
From 1921-1924 he was Technical Staff Officer at Air Headquarters, Iraq, and
on his return to England he was appointed to the Royal Airship Works, at
Cardington. Squadron Leader Rope joined the Society as an Associate Fellow
in 1919.

Of a singularly quiet disposition he achieved what he wanted from those
above or helow him by sheer quiet charm and determined constancy of purpose.

He was a remarkably steady experlmenter and observer in flight, a quality
rather rare in those of such active imagination.

His inventions contriluted greatly to the success of the ship. He could
define the requirements exactly and grasped the mechanical principles of design
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