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highlighted: the impoverishment of water supplies and their use as economic com-
modities; the threat of food security and the loss of biodiversity; and the necessary
move away from dependence on fossil fuels, not just incrementally but wholesale
and permanently. The figures of disparity of wealth between developing and devel-
oped economies are repeated and undeniable, though that does not seem to stop our
politicians from denying them!

If T have any complaint about this very worthy book, it is the slightly misleading
title ‘Franciscan Writings’. There are indeed short paragraphs from Franciscan sour-
ces in each section, but each amounts to only a few sentences expressing a single
idea. This is by no means an anthology, which I half-expected on picking it up,
and the quotations themselves are uniformly headed ‘From the writings of ...’
when many are actually writings ‘about’ rather than ‘of the saints. But whatever
your knowledge of the Franciscan tradition, this book is well worth having and shar-
ing with others. As a resource for further study, there is a plethora of suggestions.
Many books and articles are quoted, some highlighted for further reading, and each
section has a long list of suggestions for action, which left this particular reader with
the sense that I have hardly begun to respond to this issue. But it is urgent — perhaps
the most urgent matter of our times. Will there be any Franciscan Writings in
another 800 years? Will there be any Franciscans left? If there are, then books like
this will surely have become part of the new age now already begun.

Nicholas Alan Worssam
Society of St. Francis, Glasshampton Monastery, UK
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In an earlier era, an expensive volume entitled ‘Handbook of Christian Prayer’
would conjure up images of a finely bound manual of prayers and devotions for
various occasions. Like one I inherited from the deceased priest friend, it would
be of a size to slip easily into a cassock pocket. The T&T Clark Handbook of
Christian Prayer does not belong to this category. A weighty volume of over
700 pages, this is a manual which requires two hands. The publishing of handbooks
or manuals on a variety of theological subjects is a growth industry these days, with
the university presses of both Oxford and Cambridge involved. I already have a
number on my shelves. This venerable Edinburgh theological imprint, now part
of Bloomsbury, has entered the market with a long list of volumes either published
or projected. Of the writing of books on prayer and spirituality, there seems to be no
end, but this volume is not yet another ‘How-To  guide to Christian prayer: an
instruction manual on how to improve your prayer life. The editors have assembled
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an ecumenical and international group of theological and biblical scholars with a
particular purpose in mind. Their agenda is to resist the assumptions that prayer
is a means of escape from the harsh realities of the political, economic and social
into a privatized world of ‘spirituality’ as self-improvement or self-insulation. It is to
counter an understanding of prayer as technique to be manipulated to achieve a
pre-conceived outcome. Instead, the shared aim of the editors and their contributors
is to bring a theological critique to bear on prayer and spirituality; a via negativa, an
‘unknowing’ of what we think we know about them. This will, they hope, restore
theology to its place in prayer, and prayer to its place in theology, ‘in the school
of discipleship’, as an openness to the being and will of God. This task of restoring
prayer is more than a negative critique. It seeks to strengthen the understanding of
prayer as essential to Christian discipleship by examining the rich and varied tradi-
tion of Christian prayer and its theological underpinning.

The essays are grouped under four headings. The first of these is ‘Biblical
Perspectives’, with articles on prayer in the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments, the Psalms, the Lord’s Prayer and the Prayer of Jesus in John 17.
Part 2 addresses prayer and doctrines of God, Creation, Christology,
Pneumatology, Providence and Eschatology. The third section looks at the theology
of schools of prayer spanning Christian history from the pre-Nicene period, through
Augustine, Anselm, Aquinas, Luther and Calvin, and the Spanish mystics to 20th
century thinkers like Barth, Balthasar and Torrance. Part 4 consists of a variety
of contemporary perspectives on prayer. Some are Church centred: liturgy and pas-
toral ministry, black theology, liberation theology and post-modern theology.
Others are on the frontiers of theology: the natural sciences and philosophy, inter-
faith dialogue, conflict and peace-making. A number look at the relation of prayer
and body. One, from Andrew Louth on Orthodoxy, might seem to sit more natu-
rally in the previous section. The concluding chapter by Tina Beattie returns readers
to the Psalter with a reflection on Psalm 139 as ‘A Prologue to Prayer’.

Most readers will be familiar with some of the authors and their themes, while
others will be new to them. Those who, like me, have David Ford’s recently pub-
lished commentary on John’s Gospel on their bookshelves will immediately recog-
nize his treatment of the ‘high priestly prayer’. The chapter on Tom Torrance
reminded me of studying Calvin and Barth under him at New College,
Edinburgh. Others will be new to readers as they were to me and provide an intro-
duction to treasures new. The editors’ manifesto suggests that this volume is
intended to be not just a reference book to be dipped into as occasion requires
but a sustained argument to be engaged with as a resource in a campaign to be
waged. The necessity and urgency of such a campaign is signalled by several devel-
opments in Church and society. One is the increasing numbers that claim to be
‘spiritual but not religious’. This individualistic approach, supercharged by lives
spent on-line rather than in face-to-face communities, undermines not just the
Church but society as a whole. The rise of White Christian Nationalism in the
USA and elsewhere needs to be recognized as a capitulation to the powers of this
world. Forty years ago, Fr. Ken Leech, who worked at the interface of spiritual the-
ology and politics, warned that those seeking spiritual experience and guidance
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would be unlikely to find it in churches in England. Even with the increasing focus
on spirituality in churches, we might ask if the situation has improved much. If we
think that both our prayer and our theology are not up to the challenges we face,
then this book might help purify and strengthen both.

Those who might be put off by the £130 price tag of the hardback edition might
take comfort that it is now available in paperback at a fraction of that price.

The Revd. Prebendary Alan Moses
Warden of Spirituality, Diocese of Lincoln, Lincoln, UK
Email: alanmosesl11@gmail.com
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Although this Handbook covers all the documents of the Council and their recep-
tion, texts such as the Constitution on the Liturgy, Sacrosanctum Concilium (SC);
the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium (LG); the Dogmatic
Constitution on Divine Revelation, Dei Verbum (DV) and the Decree on
Ecumenism Unitatis Redintegratio (UR); together with the Decree on Religious
Liberty Dignitatis Humanae (DH) are repeatedly quoted throughout the volume
and undergird all the conciliar teaching. From an Anglican perspective, this is
important to recall because it was these documents which also convinced
Michael Ramsey that the time was ripe for the initiation of the ‘serious dialogue’
which resulted in the Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission.

The judicious editorial Introduction crucially flags the question of the hermeneu-
tical interpretation of the Council. The editors unashamedly tell us the ‘Oxford
Handbook of Vatican II is a response to the hermeneutical distortions that attempt
to bend the conciliar event and its documents to fit a neo-integralist logic or to dis-
miss Vatican II altogether’.

Part I covers Context and Sources. The path from the Council of Trent to Vatican
IT is expertly covered by John O’Malley, SJ., including the Conciliar Movement.
Gallicanism is explained as well as the seismic effect of the French Revolution,
Ultramontanism and the First Vatican Council, the rise of Neo-Scholasticism,
and the suppression of Modernism. The broader historical context of Vatican II
is treated by co-editor Massimo Faggioli. He points to the importance of the devel-
opment of social Catholicism and Catholic Action as well as the loss of the temporal
power of the Papacy. The Second World War and the Cold War periods are well
summarized, together with the origins of ‘Christian Democracy’, anti-Communism,
the end of colonialism and the Civil Rights Movement. The ‘new theology’ of a
return to the sources, ressourcement, is explained in the following chapter as the
basis for a ‘Council of Renewal’. Editions of the Council Documents (in English)
are meticulously covered by Norman Tanner SJ], who (deliciously) reports the criti-
cism of some translations by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF)
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