
NEWS O F T H E A S S O C I A T I O N 

MESA Annual Meet ing - 1981 

M E S A ' s 15th annua l meet ing w i l l be he ld f rom T h u r s d a y , Novem
ber 5 th t h r o u g h S a t u r d a y , November 7 t h , 1981, in Seat t le , Wash ing
t o n . In an a t t emp t to coo rd ina te t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l a i r l i n e schedules 
w i t h the rea l i t i es o f t h e Paci f ic t ime zone , t he local a r rangemen ts com
mit tee has dec ided t h a t fo rmal paper p resen ta t i ons shou ld commence 
on T h u r s d a y a f t e r n o o n and con t i nue t h r o u g h S a t u r d a y . 

Assoc ia ted o rgan i za t i ons shou ld p lan to hold t h e i r meet ings f rom 
late Wednesday a f t e r n o o n t h r o u g h T h u r s d a y m o r n i n g . 

I n fo rma t ion f o r s u b m i t t i n g a b s t r a c t s f o r papers is based on the 
p r o c e d u r e s fo l lowed the past few yea rs and w i l l be o u t l i n e d in a sep
ara te announcement . T h e dead l ine f o r submiss ion i s : May 15, 1981. 
A l l submiss ions a n d i n q u i r i e s r e g a r d i n g the 1981 p rog ram s h o u l d be 
add ressed t o : Will iam L. C l e v e l a n d , C h a i r m a n , MESA Program Commit
t ee , Depar tment o f H i s t o r y , Simon Fraser U n i v e r s i t y , B u r n a b y , B . C . , 
Canada V 5 A - 1 S 6 . Phone: (604) 291-3770. 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Jou rna l o f Midd le East Stud ies 

T h e mora to r ium on m a n u s c r i p t s f o r t h e IJMES has been l i f t e d . 
M a n u s c r i p t s must be in E n g l i s h , no t to exceed 35 t y p e d pages , and 
doub le -spaced t h r o u g h o u t (notes and re fe rences i n c l u d e d ) . Send man
u s c r i p t s t o : A f a f Ma rso t , E d i t o r - i n - C h i e f , Cus tave E. von Grunebaum 
Cen te r f o r Near Eas te rn S t u d i e s , U n i v e r s i t y o f C a l i f o r n i a , Los A n g e 
l es , CA 90024. 

Midd le East Outreach Counc i l 

T h e Midd le East O u t r e a c h Counc i l 1 s E x e c u t i v e Commit tee—com
posed o f B a r b r o Ek ( H a r v a r d ) , Jonathan F r i ed l ande r ( U C L A ) , and 
Shei la Scov i l le (see MESA Bulletin X I V , No. 1 [ J u l y 1980] , p . 78, fo r 
t he fo rmat ion o f t h i s Counc i l )—met in San Franc isco last May and set 
some p r i o r i t i e s fo r the nex t genera l meet ing o f MESA, as wel l as f o r 
o u t r e a c h as a who le . B r i e f l y , these i n c l u d e : 

1) P repara t ion o f a l is t o f 10 recommended books ( i n p r i n t ) fo r 
e lementary and h i g h school teachers ( to be compi led b y B a r b r o E k ) . 

2) Compi la t ion o f a handbook f o r people who are new to ou t reach , 
o r fo r depa r tmen ts i n t e r e s t e d in b e g i n n i n g an o u t r e a c h p r o g r a m . 

3) P repa ra t i on o f an a r t i c l e f o r the National Education Association 
Journal ( b u t also geared f o r pub l i ca t i on in a number o f educat iona l 
j o u r n a l s / n e w s l e t t e r s ) on the o u t r e a c h fac i l i t i es ava i lab le in th i s c o u n 
t r y a n d the e x p e r t i s e o f each Cen te r ( t o be done b y Sheila Scov i l l e ) . 

4) T h e mass pub l i ca t i on o f these mater ia ls f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n on a 
na t ionw ide bas i s , e i t he r t h r o u g h the v a r i o u s Cen te rs o r t h r o u g h a 
c l e a r i n g house commit tee. 

5) A d i scuss ion o f Jonathan F r i e d l a n d e r ' s educa t iona l packe ts 
w h i c h i nc l ude a f i l m , c u r r i c u l u m h a n d b o o k , and v a r i o u s a r t i c l es and 
eva lua t ions and d i s t r i b u t i o n of the packe ts f o r eva lua t ion t h r o u g h 
the C e n t e r s . 

6) D iscuss ion and p r o d u c t i o n of M r . F r i ed l ande r ' s " O n - L i n e " com
p u t e r i z e d r e t r i e v a l n e t w o r k fo r M idd le East source ma te r i a l , a n d o u r 
ro le in p r o v i d i n g him w i t h the i n p u t we t h i n k most i m p o r t a n t . 

7) D iscuss ion o f t h e p roposed Midd le East O u t r e a c h Conference 
at the Wingsp read Confe rence Cen te r in Rac ine , W l , w h i c h wou ld p ro 
v i d e us w i t h a t h r e e - d a y fo rum fo r p r e p a r i n g and p l a n n i n g o u r v a r 
ious p r o g r a m s . 
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8) Linkage with the Islam Centennial Fourteen Committee, which 
shares the goals of fu r ther ing understanding through the use of var
ious media, including f i lms, ar t and museum exhib i ts , and community 
events. 

NEWS OF OTHER ASSOCIATIONS AND NEW JOURNALS 

Editorial Note: The reports of AMIDEAST, APPME and the Society for 
Coptic Archaeology at Cairo, as received, were signif icantly fu l ler . 
Due to new and stringent restr ict ions on space, these unfortunately 
had to be much reduced in length. Any errors or misleading state
ments they may contain are, therefore, the ed i tor 's responsibi l i ty. 

America-Mideast Educational 8 Training Services (AMIDEAST) 

Founded in 1951 as American Friends of the Middle East (AFME), 
AMIDEAST has contr ibuted nearly 30 years of non-prof i t service to 
educational and cultural exchanges and increased mutual understand
ing between the U.S. and the countries of the Islamic Middle East 
and North Af r ica. Over the past 20 years AMIDEAST has focused 
primari ly on faci l i tat ing the most beneficial and economical use of Amer
ican post-secondary level education and expertise by Middle Eastern 
and North Afr ican individuals and inst i tu t ions, for personal and na
tional development purposes. More recent ly, its Board of Directors 
and over 80 staff members have designated in-regional education for 
development as a pr ior i ty for the 1980s. 

Educational Services: AMIDEAST's Washington, D.C. headquart
ers and its network of eight field offices provide counseling, place
ment orientation and supervision services to Middle Eastern students 
interested or engaged in U.S. study programs. It also offers consul
tation and information services to Middle Eastern and North Afr ican 
government ministr ies, pr ivate corporations and educational ins t i tu 
tions. AMIDEAST has also assisted various Ministries of Education in 
implementing their U.S.-based student scholarship programs, as well 
as supervising scholarships offered by corporations, philanthropic indi
viduals, and USAID graduate scholarships available to Egypt . Field 
offices offer a number of free counseling and information services to 
students wishing to ascertain i f U.S. study is a viable option for 
them. A special service of AMIDEAST, since the early '60s, has been 
its annual Scholarship Search on behalf of outstanding but needy s tu 
dents, at no cost to the applicant. Regrettably, this service has been 
temporarily discontinued unti l funding can be obtained. 

Programming and Facilitative Services: In addition to formal h igh
er education program counseling and administrat ion, AMIDEAST has 
arranged short-term professional study tours of the U.S. for Middle 
Eastern individuals and groups, and for U.S. vis i tors to the Middle 
East and North Afr ica. 

AMIDEAST field offices have also facil itated the work of other cu l 
tural and educational exchange groups in the Middle East and North 
Africa by assisting in the in terv iewing, selection and orientation of 
participants in Experiment in International L iv ing , American Field Ser
vice, Bi-National Commissions, and universi ty exchange programs. A 
unique program of language teacher exchanges, commended by Presi
dent Carter, has been supported by the Tunis off ice, in which Tunis
ian French teachers are exchanged wi th American schools in Louisiana 
and other tradit ionally French-speaking areas. 

Information Services: In support of its educational services, and 
of cultural exchange generally, AMIDEAST headquarters and field of-
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