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Important Dates  
Manuscript submission deadline: To be confirmed 
Publication of themed issue: To be confirmed 
 
Approximately 5 to 13% of all newborns are born preterm, before 37 weeks of gestation. Although preterm birth is 
common, it has until recent years received relatively little attention in Developmental Origins research. Creating 
animal models to study long-term effects of preterm birth has been challenging, and epidemiological studies have 
also been limited in number. 
Most available evidence considers adults born at the more extreme end of the prematurity spectrum. They have 
increased risk factors for chronic adult disease including higher blood pressure, impaired glucose regulation and 
lower bone mineral density, and that they exercise less than their peers born at term. There is also emerging 
evidence suggesting that these risk factors may extend to people born moderately preterm and that there may be a 
“dose-response” relationship between the degree of prematurity and many of these late-life outcomes. However, 
the data are sparse, although those born moderately preterm constitute the majority of preterm infants. 
At the same time, not all outcomes of preterm birth seem to be harmful. Findings as diverse as lower rates of atopic 
predisposition or less risk-taking behaviours are consistently found in children and adults born preterm. They 
highlight the importance of studying preterm birth in order to uncover potential protective effects. 
 
Scope 
The purpose of this themed issue is to strengthen the evidence base through a collection of papers addressing 
different aspects of the long-term outcome of preterm birth. Submitted papers could target, but are not limited to, 
the following types of topics: 
 
Long-term follow-up studies 
Suitable studies could cover any outcome with relevance to health and disease and come from any birth cohort or 
similar design that includes information on length of gestation. Studies from all over the world are welcome, but as 
most existing data is based on high-income settings, the editors would in particular encourage submissions based on 
data from low- and middle income countries 
Etiology of prematurity, mechanisms linking preterm birth with adult health and disease  
Preterm birth is heterogeneous by etiology and some of its “programming” effects could be due to diverse etiologies 
of preterm birth (such as pre-eclampsia/placental dysfunction) and some to conditions after preterm birth (including 
immaturity-associated illness, inadequate nutrition etc). Disentangling these effects is an important topic and an 
important step towards uncovering mechanisms that link preterm birth with adult health and disease. 
Experimental models of preterm birth 
Creating experimental models to study preterm birth has been challenging. The editors encourage submission of 
manuscripts presenting discussing the validity of existing models as well as manuscripts describing original research 
using these models. 
 
Managing Editor  
Eero Kajantie  
National Institute for Health and Welfare, Department of Chronic Disease Prevention, Helsinki, Finland 
 
Submission Guidelines  
Only original and unpublished high-quality research papers are considered and manuscripts must be in English. You 
must provide a cover letter to indicate that the submission is for “Preterm birth themed issue”. If this is not 
supplied, or if too many/insufficient papers are accepted for a particular theme, they will be published by the journal 
as regular submissions. All papers will be submitted to a rigorous peer-review process and the mere fact that they 
are part of a themed issue (solicited or not) does not guarantee acceptance  
 
Instructions for authors can be found at http://journals.cambridge.org/doh/ifc 
Papers must be submitted online http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/dohad 
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For free online content visit:
http://journals.cambridge.org/hyg

Epidemiology and Infection publishes original reports and 
reviews on all aspects of infection in humans and animals. Particular 
emphasis is given to the epidemiology, prevention and control 
of infectious diseases. The field covered is broad and includes 
the zoonoses, tropical infections, food hygiene, vaccine studies, 
statistics and the clinical, social and public health aspects of 
infectious disease. Papers covering microbiology and immunology, 
which have an epidemiological relevance, are part of this broad 
field. Papers come from medical and veterinary scientists worldwide. 
It has become the key periodical in which to find the latest reports 
on recently discovered infections and new technology. For those 
concerned with policy and planning for the control of infections, 
the papers on mathematical modelling of epidemics caused by 
historical, current and emergent infections, will be of particular 
value.

To subscribe contact  
Customer Services
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Phone +44 (0)1223 326070
Fax +44 (0)1223 325150
Email journals@cambridge.org

in New York:
Phone +1 (845) 353 7500
Fax +1 (845) 353  4141
Email 
subscriptions_newyork@cambridge.org

Free email alerts
Keep up-to-date with new material – sign up at
http://journals.cambridge.org/alerts

Price information 
is available at: http://journals.cambridge.org/hyg

Epidemiology and Infection
is available online at: 
http://journals.cambridge.org/hyg

Epidemiology and 
Infection
Editor-in-Chief
Norman Noah, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, UK
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EDITORIAL POLICY
Journal of Developmental Origins of Health and Disease publishes leading research 
in the fi eld of developmental origins of health and disease (DOHaD), focusing 
on how the environment during early animal and human development, and 
interactions between environmental and genetic factors, infl uence health in later 
life and risk of disease. It publishes original research articles, short communications 
and reviews, and plans regular themed issues, with guest editors; it is also a plat-
form for conference/workshop reports, and for opinion, comment and interaction. 
The journal is multi-disciplinary, with contributions from basic scientists working in 
the fi elds of physiology, nutrition, endocrinology and metabolism, developmental 
biology, molecular biology and epigenetics, human biology and anthropology, 
evolutionary developmental biology, and clinicians, nutritionists, epidemiologists, 
social scientists, economists, public health specialists and policy makers.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Journal of Developmental Origins of Health and Disease (print ISSN 2040-1744, 
electronic ISSN 2040-1752) is published bimonthly in February, April, June, 
August, October and December, 6 parts forming a volume, by Cambridge 
University Press, The Edinburgh Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 
8RU, UK/Cambridge University Press, 32 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 
10013–2473, USA. The institutional subscription price (excluding VAT) including 
electronic access of Volume 2 (2011) is £250 net (US $413 in the USA, Canada 
and Mexico). The electronic-only price available to institutional subscribers is 
£210 (US $347 in USA, Canada and Mexico). The print-only price available to 
institutional subscribers is £230 (US $380 in the USA, Canada and Mexico). 
Single parts are £42 (US $70 in the USA, Canada and Mexico) plus postage. 
Back volumes are also available.
 Orders, which must be accompanied by payment, may be sent to a bookseller, 
subscription agent or direct to the publisher: Cambridge University Press, The 
Edinburgh Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK; or in the USA, 
Canada and Mexico: Cambridge University Press, Journals Fulfi llment 
Department, 100 Brook Hill Drive, West Nyack, New York 10994–2133. EU 
subscribers (outside the UK) who are not registered for VAT should add VAT at 
their country’s rate. VAT registered subscribers should provide their VAT registration 
number. Japanese prices for institutions are available from Kinokuniya Company 
Ltd, PO Box 55, Chitose, Tokyo 156, Japan. Prices include delivery by air.

DOHaD MEMBERS SUBSCRIPTION
Members of the International Society for Developmental Origins of Health 
and Disease (DOHaD) receive electronic access to the journal as part of their 
subscription to the Society (Standard membership rate: £45 / US$70 / €50; 
Student membership rate: £20 / US$30 / €22; Developing Country rate: see 
www.mrc.soton.ac.uk/dohad). For membership application details please 
visit www.mrc.soton.ac.uk/dohad. For additional print subscription members 
are asked to contact the Membership Secretary (dohad@mrc.soton.ac.uk) 
at DOHaD.

COPYRIGHT AND PERMISSIONS
This journal is registered with the Copyright Clearance Center, 222 
Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923, USA. Organizations in the USA 

who are also registered with C.C.C. may therefore copy material (beyond the 
limits permitted by sections 107 and 108 of U.S. Copyright law) subject to 
payment to C.C.C. of the per-copy fee of $25.00. This consent does not 
extend to multiple copying for promotional or commercial purposes. 
Code 2040-1744/2011 $25.00.
 ISI Tear Sheet Service, 3501 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104, USA, 
is authorized to supply single copies of separate articles for private use only.
 Organizations authorized by the Copyright Licensing Agency may also copy 
material subject to the usual conditions.
 For all other use, permission should be sought from Cambridge or the 
American Branch of Cambridge University Press.

ABSTRACTING AND INDEXING
Journal of Developmental Origins of Health and Disease is covered by Science 
Citation Index Expanded (also known as SciSearch®), Biosis Abstracts, 
and Biosis Previews.

ADVERTISING
Advertising queries for all parts of the world except the USA, Canada 
and Mexico to: ad_sales@cambridge.org 
Address enquiries in the USA, Mexico and Canada only to: 
journals_advertising@cup.org

OTHER BUSINESS CORRESPONDENCE
All other business correspondence should be sent to Dan Edwards, 
Commissioning Editor: dedwards@cambridge.org

INSTRUCTIONS FOR CONTRIBUTORS
Full Instructions for Contributors are available for download from 
journals.cambridge.org/doh

INTERNET ACCESS
This journal is included in the Cambridge Journals Online service which can be 
found at journals.cambridge.org. For further information on other Press titles 
access cambridge.org

DISCLAIMER
The views expressed in this journal represent those of the authors only. In no way 
can they be construed to necessarily refl ect the views of either the Editors, the 
Publishers, or the Society.
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