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It is a pity that the titles of the chapters do not appear at 
the head of the pages, thereby facilitating reference. 

D.G.D. 

THE GESTAPO DEFIED, being the Last Twenty-eight Sermons by 

The sensational, catchpenny title is singularly inept for these 
quiet, brave sermons ; pardonable, nevertheless, if it succeeds in 
bringing them to the notice of the sermon-proof. But the sermons 
themselves cry out in protest against the indecency of exploiting 
Niemoller in political interests, and it would be unpardonable to 
utilise his sufferings as propaganda against the country and the 
people he loves so dearly. The Gestapo is defied indeed, and with 
a courage and persistence that is truly superhuman ; but that is 
implicit rather than expressed in a quiet, untheatrical, sober 
vindication of the freedom of the preacher of t h e  Gospel. These 
sermons a re  permeated by a faith which refuses to be side-tracked 
into secondary issues, a hope which recks nothing of human 
failure or success, a love which admits of no rancour and n o  
sentimentality. The  issue between essential Christianity (as dis- 
tinct from any human conception of ‘ Christian civilization ’) and 
totalitarianism could not be more clearly stated, and all the more 
forcefully because only incidentally to the preacher’s real task, 
the bearing of testimony to the meaning of the written Word of 
God to his parishioners. As we write, the rumour is reported that 
Niemeller in his concentration-camp has found his home in com- 
munion with the Holy See. I t  is a homecoming of what is purest 
and best in the Evangelical tradition, and he brings with him 
rkhes too long lost to some among us and of which we should 
do well t o  avail ourselves. There is light and courage t o  be had 
from these last public utterances of his, which shouid illuminate 
and fortify us for whatever dark days may lie ahead. 

Martin Niemoller, Vicar of Berlin-Dahlem. (Hodge ; 6s.) 

V.W. 

THE PSYCHOLOGIST TURNS TO GOD. By Ashley Sampson. (Dacre 

A plea for a more vigorous apologetic against those argu- 
ments used by some modern psychologists and psycho-analysts 
to discredit the  Christian Faith. I t  is suggested that up to now 
the Christian treatment of such arguments has been too timid, 
too accommodating, and has served only to encourage the psycho- 
logist in his pretensions. There is need of a new and more direct 
attack, in the psychologist’s own field and with the psychologist’s 
own weapons. This will consist in showing that the truths about 
man’s psychological make-up which the psychologist trium- 

Press ; 6d.) 



216 BLACKFRIARS 

phantly claims to have ‘discovered’ have in fact been taught and 
acted upon by the Church for centuries. The charge that the 
Christian Faith is nothing but a ,projection of man’s imagination 
necessitated by a peCL1liilr kink in his psychdogical mnke-up 
should be countered, not by denying the existence of the kink, 
but by showing that it has been put there by Providence precise- 
ly in order that man might be capable of accepting the Christian 
Faith. So in all cases whcre thc psychologist attempts to explain 
the ‘ higher in terms of the lower . . . it i 5  by reversing the. pro- 
ce5s that we get the truth of’ the matter.’ 

The author’s new argument ad homirzem (or should it be 
ad psychologum?) ought to  prove of value in dealing with the 
modern psychologist. For  the Christian apologete, however, the 
use of such an argument must be governed by wider considera- 
tions. In the first place, many of the tenets of modern psychology 
are incompatible with Christian thought and therefore could not 
be claimed as part of Christian teaching or practice. Again, any 
suggestion of a kind of pre-established harmony between Christiaq 
faith and inan’s psychological aspirations is dangerous a s  leading 
to the denial of the gratuitous nature of the gift of faith and the 
postulation of a purely natural capacity for the supernatural. 

E.C. 
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