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Asthma-. Its Cause and Treatment.—Ewbank, W. W. "The Medical
Journal of Australia," July 22, 1916.

Spasmodic asthma is a dyspnoea produced by a reflex contraction of
the bronchial muscles and a dilatation of the bronchial vessels. The
source of irritation is in some portion of the mucous membrane lining the
nose.

Defining the reflex arc, Ewbank gives a detailed description of the
nerve supply of the nose. Some abnormal nasal condition is always the
•direct cause of asthma. This is the exciting cause, and behind this there
is some predisposing cause which has not yet been determined, but in
some cases may be due to a want of balance on the part of some of the
endocrinous glands.

Causes and Treatment.—(1) Chronic hypertrophic rhinitis : When the
inferior turbinal swells and touches the septum, an attack is started. On
removing this portion of mucous membrane the attack ceases. Other
points of contact develop, and must be dealt with in turn till all excitable
.areas have been removed. The patient then gets no more asthma. Tue
treatment may take six to nine months. I t would be quite easy to
remove all redundant tissue at one time, but the less tissue removed
•compatible with cure the better. (2) Asthmogenic points: These are
hypereesthetic nerve-endings. They are roughly the size of a millet-seed.
They occur in the region of the middle or inferior turl-inated bodies, and
may be eight or ten in number on one side. Sometimes they can only be
-detected during an attack. They must be dissected out. Ewbank con-
demns the use of the cautery for treating any nasal condition giving rise
to asthma. (3) Septal spurs. (4) Deviated septum, if present, requires
to be corrected. (5) (Edematous patches of mucous membrane on the
outer wall of one or bothfossm. These patches become swollen and paler
than the surrounding tissue. They are about half the size of a threepenny-
bit. They pour out a clear fluid. They must be sought for and removed.
Two or more of the above causes may be associated in one case. Ewbank
says the cautery, as generally applied, does not destroy the asthma spots,
or if some nerve endings are destroyed a neuroma forms under the scar.
By his method of treatment in 500 cases he claims 82 per cent, cured
where the cautery has not been previously applied, where it has the per-
centage of cures is reduced to 62 per cent. A. J. Brady.

NOTES AND QUERIES.

DR. ALBEKT A. GRAY.

Dr. Albert A. Gray has been appointed Lecturer in Diseases of the Ear to the
University of Glasgow and Aural Surgeon to the Western Infirmary, Glasgow, in
place of the late Dr. Thomas Barr.

ANTERIOR POLIOMYELITIS.

Flexner states that the virus of infantile paralysis is known to leave the
infected human body in the secretions of the nose, throat, and intestines. It also
escapes from contaminated healthy persons in the secretions of the nose and
throat. The virus enters the body, as a rule, by way of the mucous membranes of
the nose and throat. Here it multiplies and later penetrates to the brain and
spinal cord by way of the lymphatics.—A. O'REILLY, Interstate Medical Journal,
February, 1917, p. 130.
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 1

Lancet.—"We have nothing but praise for this Annual."

Year. About 1,000 pages. 1 O/ - net. Enriched with many Illustrations
and Plates, in Colour and Black and White.

THE

MEDICAL ANNUAL, 1916.
A DICTIONARY OF MATERIA MEDICA & THERAPEUTICS, and
a DICTIONARY OF NEW TREATMENT. With Special Sections
for NAVAL and MILITARY SURGERY, including Wound Infections;
RADIO-ACTIVITY and ELECTRO-THERAPEUTICS ; PUBLIC
HEALTH, including Forensic Medicine, Hygiene, Industrial
Diseases and Toxicology, and School Medical Service; INCOME
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JEFFERIS (Income Tax).

Journal of State Medicine.—" No medical man can afford to do without this Annual."

Glasgow Medical Journal.—"The amount of information contained in tlie volume is
almost incredible, and nothing of the nature of new discovery has been omitted."

Journal of the Royal Naval Medical Service.—" The work is invaluable to those
wishing to keep pace with modern theory and practice, and should be carefully read."

New York Medical Journal.—"The general practitioner may well feel grateful for
ihis work, even if he has been a fairly diligent reader of the medical periodicals."

BRISTOL, ENG.: JOHN WRIGHT & SONS LTD.
LONDON: SIMPKIN, MARSHALL HAMILTON, KENT & CO. LTD.
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VI ADVERTISEMENTS.

Dr. Irwin Moore's UNIVERSAL FORCEPS
For Removing Foreign Bodies from the (Hsophagus, Trachea, or Bronchi,

And ENDOSCOPIC CUTTING FORCEPS or SHEARS
For Cutting through Tooth-plates, Pins, or Bones.

And

Dr. William Hill's EXPANDING GESOPHAGOSCOPE
For assisting in Removal of Impacted Tooth-plates, e tc

See LANCET, May 13th, 1916.

FULL PARTICULARS ON APPLICATION.

MAYER & MELTZER, 71, GT. PORTLAND ST., LONDON, W.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1755146300017170 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1755146300017170


ADV KRTIS EM KNTS. Vl l

MAYER & MELTZER,
Surgical Instrument Makers.

ESTABLISHED OVER FIFTY YEARS.

Regulating Apparatus for the

Administration of Warm
Anaesthetic Vapours-

(Vide article in LANCET, Jan. 8th, 1916, by FRANCIS E. SHIPWAY, M.A., M.D.Cantab.)

fhe Administration of Warm Ether Vapour has all the advantages of the Open. Ether
Method, and is safer. There is less loss of body heat, less shock, less consumption

of the anaesthetic.

Price £ 3 15 O If with Chloroform Attachment
and Buxton Bottle, • m

MAYER & MELTZER. 71, GREAT PORTLAND ST., LOKDON
Contractors to the War Office.
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The
Throat Pastilles

Bfficknt ̂ ^ ^ ^ B f l H B A k Wlatable

The basis jof the "Allenburys" Throat Pastilles is a special pate
de jujube. The pastilles are demulcent, soluble and palatable,
and contain accurate amounts of pure active drugs. - They dissolve
slowly and uniformly, so ensuring the thorough sufrusion of the
mucous membrane, and the prolonged continuous direct effect of
the active ingredients. . -
The following pastilles are largely used, and have been found
from long practical experience to be very efficacious.

No. 9. Menthol, Cocaine and Red Gum
Menthol, «r. llMth; Cocaine, ftr. t/40th.; Red Gum.fr. 2

No. 23. Eucalyptus and lied Gum .
' •'" ' Eucalyptus, J minim of the OU; Red Gum, gr. 1

No. 28. Compound Guaiacum . .
' Guaiacum, fir. 1; Chlorate of Potash, gr. 2 ; Red Gam, ti. I

No. 29. Compound Rhatany
Extract of Rhatany. gr. 2; Cocaine Hydrochlor.. gr. l/40th .

No. 38. Chlorate of Potash, Borax and Cocaine
Chlorate of Potash, gr. 2 ; Borax, gr. 1 ; Cocaine', gr. l/4Oth

No. 75. Formaldehyde and Menthol
' Formaldehyde, min. 1: Menthol, gr. l/4Oth

No. 77. Formaldehyde «hd Cinnamon Oil
Formaldehyde, min. 1; Ol. Cinnamon, min. 1

• T/.'box of any Variety, with detaHed U»t, free to Medical Men in Great Britain.

IMPORTANT.—To ensure the ISttpply of these active and reliable
medicinal products, medical men should designate the

^&LIEHBUIT5FS" Pastilles in their p c r t p t i b t f

NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y. TORONTO. BUENQS AIRES. DURBAN. SYDNEY.

norris ar D>UBS ASS m i n WWK mnui, lanii , Lovsor ur» souaie.
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