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National Science Foundation provides Major Research Instrumentation (MRI) awards to tens of 
applicants each year to support their instrumentation acquisition or development. The author has 
been among the recipients of MRI grants in the past and has served in the MRI panels. I would like 
to share my experience on how to write a competitive proposal to stand out among many proposals 
that this program receives. The focus of my talk will be on equipment acquisition. This program 
requires 30% cost share from the PIs and some tips will be given to accommodate cost share in your 
budget.
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